Friends of Anderton and Marbury
(FoAM)

Enjoy the Woodlands in all their Spring Splendour
From the Chair
On 19th March, Clive Brookes gave a talk at
Comberbach Memorial Hall entitled ‘Marbury Hall
and Vale Royal – Their Part in the Retreat from
France 1940’. More than 70 attended and the depth
of research which Clive has undertaken was obvious
to all. Everyone enjoyed the talk and my thanks go
to Clive for his hard work in preparing it.

Roy is a long-time supporter of the work undertaken
by FoAM and I’m pleased to report that he has
agreed to join our Committee. His knowledge and
skills over a wide variety of ecology matters will be
very welcome.

A full complement of workshop volunteers supported
Dave James’ Green Woodworking event on 14th and
15th April. The event was a great success and you
can read more about it later in the newsletter.
On the same day, Joanne Redley ran a Spring Time
Decorations event during which 8 people produced
some stunning arrangements and left the Park
proudly displaying their handiwork.
Spring arrived briefly and went away, leaving Mary
Jeeves wondering whether there would be any
bluebells to view on her Spring Time Walk in Marbury
on 21st April. On the day however, the event was
blessed with wonderful spring weather and the 17
attending saw all the 18 flowers Mary had hoped for.

wild garlic (ramsons)

Despite the misty start to the morning, 20 people
turned out at 5.00am on 12th May for our Dawn
Chorus walk. I was particularly pleased that most of
the attendees had not been on this event in previous
years and enjoyed it so much that we gained some
new members of FoAM and some new volunteers. I
should like to thank Greg Baker for leading the walk –
his skill at hearing even the most distant bird song
impressed everyone.
FoAM’s AGM, Quiz and Supper will take place on
21st May. I have completed my three-year term of
office as Chair of the Group, so we are looking for
someone to take over as Chair. We are also looking
for someone to take over as Secretary, to replace
Anna Cooper who has stood down due to work
commitments.

celandine and wood anemone

I should like to thank John Mycock of the midCheshire Barn Owl Group, who kindly supplied a nest
box for us at short notice. The box is now in place
alongside the existing box and Roy Leigh will be
monitoring the box over the coming weeks.

The Committee meets six times per year, so the
commitment is not too great. If anyone is prepared to
take on either of these roles, can they please contact
me or any other Committee member.
Alan Redley
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Spring Flowers Walk in Marbury
We were blessed with fantastic spring weather for
our walk. (I write this the day after with the rain
beating against the windows!).
Seventeen of us had a delightful walk enjoying the
scenery as well as the flora. Most of the group were
new to our walks and seemed, by their comments, to
range from a botanist to those new to the park and its
flowers. They all said they found the experience
enjoyable and enlightening, having learned new
things.
Bluebells are a little late this year, but the wood
anemones compensated by flowering in profusion.
Mary had listed 18 flowers of interest that might be
found and all were spotted. The background to
names and uses were indicated with some rather

surprising associated folk tales. Who would have
known the rather raunchy explanation of cuckoo pint!
Flowers ranged from the bluebells which, although
not carpeting the woodland floor, were showing well
in small groups in the sunshine, to the lesser
celandine, wood anemone, and wood sorrel. At the
other end of the spectrum we had the town hall clock,
very insignificant, but fascinating when seen through
the hand lens.
All in all, one of the best and most interesting walks I
have been on. Two hours well spent in glorious
surroundings and good company.
Jim Jeeves

Dawn Chorus Walk
The Dawn Chorus Walk took place on Saturday 12
May, led by our expert guide Greg Baker. One or
two people who peered out of their window through
the mist at 4 am may have decided not to venture
out. However, 20 intrepid souls, most new to the
walk, arrived at Marbury Car Park at 5.00 am.
At the start of the walk it was impossible to see
across the Mere, so we set off down Marbury Lane.

I think we all marvelled at how Greg was able to
distinguish minute differences in the various patterns
and cadences of the songs.
In Dairyhouse Meadows, we were all able to pick up
the song of Cetti’s Warbler, one of two pairs that
Greg has heard in the area, and a comparitive rareity
which is just moving up from the south. We could
identify where it was singing from, but seeing it was a
different matter; a very secretive bird!
By the time we returned to the cabin for bacon
butties, tea and coffee – thank you Dave and Liz for
coming in so early to prepare these for us – the mist
had almost completely cleared from the Mere. Such
is life!

The mist was all enveloping and reduced the
numbers of birds to be heard singing. It also made it
even harder to catch a glimpse of those birds which
could be heard.
We listened really hard as Greg identified the
different bird songs and we started to get used to
identifying blackbird, wren, song thrush, chaffinch,
blackcap, chiffchaff and goldcrest.

Joanne Redley
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Ranger News
Ploughing and Seeding
The volunteers have been busy harrowing, ploughing
and seeding three small fields, two at the back of
Dairy House Meadows and one, half way down
Marbury lane opposite Witton Mill woods. The
annual seed mix is specifically designed to provide a
variety of nutritious seed in the autumn and winter for
farmland birds.

Sowing the seed the old fashioned way by hand
evoked a timeless scene as the volunteers cast the
seed across the prepared ground. The seed mix
includes Buckwheat, (related to sorrel and rhubarb),
Gold of Pleasure (a brassica), Quinoa, Spring
triticale (wheat and rye hybrid), Spring wheat,
sunflowers and white millet. Hopefully we shall have
a lovely display of flowers in the summer, and good
sitings of farmland birds in the autumn and winter.
Owl Box
John Mycock from the Barn Owl Group has donated
an owl box, which we have erected on Dairy House
Meadows. We met with Fred (Howard) Fern from
Avian Ecology to discuss ditch creation and he
spotted a barn owl in the existing box and suggested
we erect another to encourage breeding.

box with the female and chicks. The box is attached
to a second hand telegraph pole which was donated
to us from BT.

So keep your eye out for this special bird hunting
around the meadows.
Green WoodWorking
The event was a great success. Six people joined us
for the two days and made various items of furniture
out of the old arboretum panels. Three of the cedar
boards were skilfully converted into tables and chairs,
whilst other participants created some beautiful
easels so they could display their oil paintings.
Donations for the event topped £370 so a welcome
addition to the woodworking volunteers.
Mammoth Productions (War of the worlds)
Suddenly we have become popular amongst TV
production companies, not as a film set but more as
a car park for the production company whilst filming
at Great Budworth! The dressing rooms, “Chuck
wagon” mobile kitchen and even a vehicle which had
a washing machine stayed with us for six nights. The
production company donated £1000 to FoAM who
quickly turned the pennies into a brand new up to
date site leaflet which will arrive very soon.
Meanwhile Lime Productions will be filming at the
swimming pool this next week for two nights filming
an episode of Hollyoaks. As we are completely out
of site leaflets an interim production (the draft) has
been ordered to tide us over, complete with the new
map.

Other jobs for the summer which the volunteers are
already chatting (groaning) about are the seasonal
ragwort pulling and balsam bashing. Meanwhile
cutting back and clearing footpaths from the spring
growth looks like it will keep us busy for the next few
weeks.
Fred went on to explain the male bird would require a
bachelor pad of his own as he would not share the

Cheers for now Dave J

3
www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk or northwichwoodlands.org.uk

Anyone Can Volunteer
We were delighted to welcome to Marbury a class of local children from Comberbach Primary School for a tree
planting session in Big Wood. One of the very ancient trees in the Wood had suffered catastrophic damage to
some of its major branches in the recent storm; this had created a large open area and removed the canopy in that
area.
The children were accompanied by teachers and parents, and, supervised by Dave, and helped by volunteers, they
planted a large number of bare root trees during their morning at Marbury. The children are, after all, our future, so
we want to ensure that they have an enjoyable time and encourage them to come back to the Park.

it’s okay to hug a tree!

At the other end of the age spectrum, regular volunteers have spent many hours working on reed clearance on
various sites. This is another backbreaking task, but at least at the end of a day there is a clear, visible difference
where the cut reeds have been cleared.

!

We aim to keep our keen birders happy by making sure that the reeds in front of the bird hides are cleared
regularly.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer in the Northwich Woodlands, do contact Dave James on 01606 77741
or catch him at the Rangers’ cabin to find out more about what is involved in volunteering.
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Spring Time Decorations
The second Spring Time Decorations workshop
proved a very enjoyable and creative event. FoAM
had provided fresh spring foliage from the
Woodlands, some spring flowers and the ‘mechanics’
for floral decorations Eight keen ladies produced
stunning arrangements, many quite different, and
some lovely decorated wreaths. Probably an event
worth repeating.

Joanne Redley

Spring News
May is here and this is one of the busiest months for
FoAM activities.
Could I please make a plea for donations of plants for
th
our annual Plant Sale on the weekend of 26 and
th
27 May. All types of plants are needed. In the past
we have had a wonderful response and there have
been plenty of encouraging reports about quality and
selection.
It is an excellent time to donate seedlings if you have
some to spare from this year’s sowing.
True
recycling! You can bring plants in and leave them at
the Rangers’ office. Plants should, if possible, be in
pots or trays with labels. It is difficult to be sure of
what we have until the last minute, but we have
never been let down and your generosity has been
remarkable.

Bookings are now being taken for the Photographic
th
nd
Workshops being held on June 18 and July 2 .
Places are limited to 10 per session, so if you are
interested in improving your photographic skills
please come along; all levels of experience will be
catered for. In the past some successful entries for
our biannual competition have been taken at these
sessions.
st

We have our AGM and Quiz night on Monday 21
May. Please come along and meet fellow members
and others who might be thinking of joining us.
In the meantime continue to enjoy the Park and hope
for a return of the fine Spring weather we enjoyed
recently.
Jim Jeeves

First Aid Course
On 13 May, twenty volunteers attended a one-day
First Aid Course at Anderton Memorial Hall, arranged
by Graham Walker. The course and recommended
first aid kit, were funded by FoAM, with a contribution
from Cheshire West and Chester Council.
The Course was run by Andrea Bonacker of First Aid
Training Plus. Andrea had worked as a ranger,
which meant she appreciated the needs of the
volunteers and planned relevant course content. She
focused on treating casualties and emergencies in an
outdoor environment, including CPR.

‘Casualty’ Dave Atherton receiving treatment

Your Newsletter
We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the Newsletter. Email items to
Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the attention of
th
Joanne. Items deadline for the Summer issue: Friday 6 July.
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Green Woodworking Event
Once again Dave’s Green Woodworking weekend offering the possibility to create small items of
furniture from natural materials from the Woodlands
had no shortage of bookings.
With support from Marbury’s Workshop Team some
stunning pieces were created. A particular novelty
this time was that Dave had ‘resurrected’ the
discarded, partly rotted cedar carved tombstone
plaques which labelled tree species in the Arboretum

and which had been replaced with new plaques as a
FoAM project. With help from the workshop
volunteers, these somewhat unprepossessing pieces
of timber were transformed into some magnificent
creations by members of the group. In addition,
three beautifully crafted easels were made from
some carefully selected pieces from the wood store.
Here are some of the items. Well done everyone!

Touchwood Exhibition
A further illustration of the skills of the Workshop
team was demonstrated when they were asked if
they could make some screens on which the ladies in
the Textile Group, which meets in the cabin on
Mondays and had planned an exhibition of their work,
could display the exhibits.

Two of the beautifully crafted screens, using various
woods from trees felled in the Northwich woodlands
were almost works of art in their own right. The
screens will be available for future exhibitions.
Joanne Redley
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Forthcoming Events
AGM, Quiz and Supper
Monday 21sth May at 7.45 at Comberbach Memorial Hall
Food by PamelaCheshire Caterers
(Vegetarian and gluten free options will be available
on the night)
Drinks: BYO. Please bring own wine/beer glasses.

The Quiz will start at 8.15 and teams will be available to
join on the night.
Those who wish to attend only the AGM are very
welcome and there is no cost for this.

Cost of Supper £10.50
We are looking forward to a lovely supper and some
fierce quiz competition after our AGM.

For Information contact: Joanne Redley by emailing:
jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or phoning
01606 44728 or 07748654013

*************************************************************
th

th

Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 May
Bring and Buy Plant Sale, Marbury Country Park
A chance to pick up some real bargains at FoAM’s
amazing plant sale. All plant donations welcome.
10.00 am – 4.00 pm Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge,
For information contact: Jim Jeeves 01606 77688
h

Saturday 16t June
Breakfast with Moths, Marbury Country Park
Join FoAM’s regular moth trappers to see beautiful
moths attracted to the traps on the previous night.
Croissants and orange juice available for breakfast.
Note: This event will take place whatever the weather.
Donations welcome.
Meet: 9.30 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge
For information contact: Brenda Yates 01565 733197
th

nd

Monday 18 June and Monday 2 July
Photographic Workshops
Two digital camera workshops led by Simon Davies.
The first is for true beginners who have a desire to get
to grips with the basics of technical understanding. The
second is for those who have attended before, or
photographers who already cope reasonably well with
basic settings and want to develop more complex
camera skills.
NOTE: There will be charge of £10.00 for each
workshop.
Meet: 6.00 pm at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge.
For information and booking contact:
Jim Jeeves on 01606 77688 or
Graham Walker 07973 114010

rd

Sunday 23 June
Pond Dipping for ‘Grown-ups’
A chance for Grown-Ups to dip in a net and spend an
hour or two experiencing the wonders of pond life.
Great fun and a chance to escape the bustle of daily
life! Note: Group size is limited.
Meet: Marbury Lodge at 10.00 am
For information and booking contact:
Jim Jeeves 01606 77688
rd

Tuesday 3 July
Guitar Workshop in the Park
Aimed at guitar players who already have knowledge of
basic major and minor chords. This 2 hour workshop
will focus on chord progressions and strumming
patterns applied to popular songs. Players do not need
to be able to read music to take part. Led by guitar
tutor Steve Wilde. Group size is limited Note: £7.00
donation per session.
Meet: 7.00 pm in the Community Cabin behind the
Rangers’ Office.
For information and booking contact:
Brenda Yates 01565 733197
th

Saturday 8 July
FoAM Music in the Park
A time to relax and unwind with friends and family whilst
listening to some live music played by some talented
musicians. FoAM’s celebration of Summer in the Park.
Bring your own picnic or food to barbecue..
From: 5.00 pm Marbury Country Park
For information contact: Sandra Head 01606 212264 or
Joanne Redley 01606 44728

Thursday 21st June
Art in the Park
An evening of sketching outdoors with local artist and
tutor Rebecca Yoxall, using charcoal produced at
Marbury, and pastel too if you wish. In the event of bad
weather, we will work in the Community Cabin. You will
need to bring something to sit on
Note: Donation of £10 for this three hour session.
Meet: 6.00pm – 9.00pm at the Rangers’ Cabin.
For information and booking contact: Brenda Yates
01565 733197
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The Well Heeled Dog Club:
Q&As about dog training
The club meets for classes every Saturday at Marbury Country Park; we also run KC Approved Puppy Courses &
Dog Classes and offer 1to1 advice for behaviour problems.

Hi Mike,
We have rescued a puppy from Warrington
Animal Rescue Centre. Jess (our older dog) is
getting on fine with him until it comes to
mealtimes. She used to eat quite slowly but now
she gulps her food down and growls if we go
near her. She never did this before the new pup
came along and is fine again once her food is
gone. She is happy to share her bed and toys but
it's just the food.
We are feeding them
separately, so she can't see him, but she is still
tense when being fed. We would eventually like
to feed them together if possible.

when she's got to keep an eye on what you and the
puppy are doing? It's a little like the game "What
time is it Mr Wolf?” No wonder she's eating fast.

A: Even though it sounds like the dogs are getting on
well, Jess has now got competition. She'll also be
aware that you're giving the puppy quite a lot of
attention - training him, keeping an eye on him,
stopping him from chewing things etc. So, in some
ways, she'll feel that her place in the pack (family) is
being challenged and that she's no longer the centre
of attention.

One way to get them used to being fed together, in
the same room, is with training treats...

Dogs don't live in a democracy (not everything in
doggie-world is equal). They need hierarchy and
pack structure, so don't try and treat them equally; it
won't work. She probably doesn't mind you giving
the puppy a toy, or dashing over to him to stop him
from doing something, or taking him out to toilet... But
what she doesn't want is you giving him her food too.
Food is a valuable resource and it is natural for a dog
to guard what she can claim. You may remember me
saying during the puppy course that dogs are usually
fed with their bowls placed up against a wall and with
their back to the room? How can she relax and eat

Jess is the older dog, so she should be fed first, in
her normal place. The puppy should be kept in his
crate, out of the way, or put in another room. He
should only be fed after Jess has finished. Maybe
put Jess on-lead and attach her to a fixed point while
he's eating so that she can watch him, but also so
that she can't steal the food from him. After he's
finished Jess can go over and check/lick his bowl if
you like.

1. Get both dogs to do something simple, like
'sit' or 'down' or 'come' then treat Jess first,
the puppy second.
2. When you're eating your meals make sure
that both dogs are in their crate/bed, away
from you. Save them some little leftovers and
give Jess hers first, the puppy second.
3. To stop the puppy trying to get what she's
got then keep him on lead, so he can't
wander into her space.
While you're establishing pack order it should be
Jess first for everything - after all 'ladies first' is just
good manners!
Hope that helps. Let me know if you need more help
or a 1to1 visit.
If you’ve got a question, or a subject that you’d
like me to cover, email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk

An Unusual Request – with Free Publcity for FoAM
Comberbach Parish Council have invited FoAM to
have a ‘representation’ in a traditional, red GP
telephone box which they are preserving. This will
be in the form of an etching inserted in a side panel
of the box. The artwork would include the FoAM logo
and text identifying us as an organisation. There
would be no cost to FoAM!

ceremony’. The box is located in Comberbach on
Senna Road just down from the Post Office

There was a very tight timescale to meet for the
submission of art work, and our thanks go to Graham
Walker for preparing this in time to meet the
deadline. The Council will advise FoAM when the
project is completed, which is likely to be some time
in June. We will be invited to attend the ‘opening
8
www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk or northwichwoodlands.org.uk

