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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

A New Year to Look Forward To 
 

                      From the Chair
 
Apologies to those who had planned to attend the 
Mammal Trapping event on 25

th
 November, which 

had to be cancelled.  The traps are not allowed to be 
set if the temperature is forecast to be too cold and 
might put any mammals caught at risk. 
 
Jim Jeeves is planning to run a similar event again 
this year, but is bringing it forward to the end of 
September.  Hopefully, it will go ahead this time. 
 
Our annual workshop to create Christmas 
Decorations was held on 17

th
 December.  The 

weather had been very wet and it was cold on the 
day, but it didn’t put off over 70 people from braving 
the cold and mud to attend.  It was a great success 
thanks to Joanne Redley and all the other volunteers 
who helped with the event. 
 
Our first event of 2018 was held on 27

th
 January 

when Greg Baker and John Gilbody led two groups 
for Bird Walks in Big Wood. 
 

  John Gilbody 
 
Greg’s group had fleeting views of kingfisher and 
hawfinch.  They also had good telescope views of 
goosander, goldeneye, pochard, barnacle goose, 
great spotted woodpecker, redwing and siskin as well 
as long-tailed tits and reed buntings at the feeders.  
My thanks to Greg and John for leading the walks. 
 
The presence of hawfinches in the Park is unusual 
and has been a highlight for the past few weeks. 
 

 
They have brought a lot of visitors to the Park and, 
on one occasion, 10 hawfinches were reported.  
They are usually to be found in the area where 
Marbury Hall once stood.  Try looking for them in the 
surrounding yew trees or in the tops of nearby beech 
trees. 
 
Our 2018 Events Booklet has been published, so 
pick up a copy when you are next in the Park.  My 
thanks to Graham Walker for producing the Booklet. 
 
In the last newsletter, I wrote about the work carried 
out to make the Grotto accessible to visitors and 
mentioned the plan to move on to exploring the 
Summerhouse site.  You can find out more about this 
later in the Newsletter. 
 
The project has whetted the appetites of volunteers 
and has developed even further.  It has now moved 
on to uncovering the foundations of Marbury Lodge, 
which once stood next to a toll gate near the canal 
bridge on Marbury Lane. 
 
Since its inception in 1999, FoAM has grown steadily 
to its current strong and successful position.  Looking 
forward, it is anticipated that the Group’s gross 
income is likely to exceed £5,000 per annum on a 
regular basis.  This expected level of gross income 
triggers the requirement to make an application for 
registering FoAM with the Charity Commission. 
 
An application to register FoAM as a charity with the 
Commission has been discussed at recent 
Committee Meetings and is being progressed. 
 
I would like to remind you that no-one has yet come 
forward to take on the role of Secretary from now 
until May 2020.  Also, we continue to look for 
someone to take over from me as Chair for three 
years, starting in May 2018.  If you are interested in 
volunteering for either of these roles, or would like 
more information about what is involved, please 
contact me or any other Committee member. 
 
Alan Redley  
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Birdlife at Marbury 
 

Despite the dull, cloudy, grey skies, rain, and often 
extreme cold, there is never a shortage of keen, 
knowledgeable, birders at Marbury and, indeed, at all 
other areas of the Northwich Woodlands, even in mid 
winter.   
 
Their expert knowledge in identifying a bird from a faint 
call or high in distant treetops is of huge benefit to 
lesser mortals, who have only come to serious 
birdwatching later in life.  It has been particularly helpful 
during the past few weeks when we have had several 
rarer species at Marbury.  As was noted in the Chair’s 
report, the stars have been the hawfinches; very difficult 
to spot in even the leafless tops of the tall  trees, or 
hidden in the yews in the area where the Hall once 
stood; even more difficult to photograph!  But it was 
very pleasing to catch sight of several siskins and a 
large flock of redwings. 
 

 
redwings 

 
I was very thrilled to catch some excellent views of the 
water rail paddling along in the shallows just below the 
Mere hide and on the same day male and female 
goosander were moving very fast across the Mere. 
 
 

 

 
long-tailed tit 

 

 
male goosander 

 

The feeders at the Mere hide were really busy, 
attracting many wonderful long tailed tits, reed buntings, 
coal, great and blue tits and nuthatches. 
 
It’s a certainty that without Greg’s and John’s 
telescopes and eagle eyes most of us who joined 
FoAM’s Bird Walk would not have been able to identify 
the barnacle and pink footed geese amongst the 
Canada geese over on the far side of the Mere. 
 
No bittern to be seen on this occasion, but the fleeting 
glimpse of the kingfisher made up for that. 
 
Joanne Redley 

 

 Christmas Decorations Workshop 
 

The workshop has been one of our regular events for many years, and the Lodge has provided the ideal venue, 
sheltered enough from most of what the weather has to offer;  only this year were were paddling in mud!  However 
this did not stop old hands and newcomers enjoying a couple of hours of real creative activity, using the pick of the 
Woodlands winter foliage.  As usual there were stunning creations;  it was delightful to see so many children having 
a go.  Following on from the workshop, three very enthusiastic ladies have already booked for the Spring 
Decorations Workshop in April;  details in the Events Booklet. 
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Ranger News – Northwich Woodlands 
 
Reed Cutting –  
 
The volunteers (not that they know it yet) and I will be 
cutting the reed bed opposite Witton Mill car park, 
alongside Carey Park, before the end of March.  All 
part of our commitment in managing the reed bed, 
cutting and removing on a three to four year rotation 
will help keep this habitat from drying out and 
becoming woodland.  This work will only commence 
once this incessant rain has stopped and allowed the 
river level to drop below wellie height!  The work is 
critical if we are to attract and maintain the 
specialised reedbed residents and visitors: leopard, 
and wainscot moths, reed, sedge and Cetti warblers 
plus a whole host of other fauna.  
 
Tree Planting in Big wood 
 
We have had a great offer from the Mersey Forest.  
Steph Hepworth, the Social Forestry Officer, is 
running a project called Trees for Learning.  Steph is 
able to supply 500 trees and shrubs to plant here at 
the Northwich Woodlands.  Local primary schools will 
be involved and help out with the planting.  One of 
the first areas where we will plant the trees and 
shrubs is in places where we have had timber either 
fall over, or the crown has been removed for safety 
reasons.  What I hope to achieve is to replace part of 
the woodland structure here at Marbury with native 
shrubs such as hazel.  A typical woodland would 
have a shrub layer as well as a ground layer and of 
course the high canopy.  When the rhododendron 
was removed, the cover it provided disappeared and 
replacing it with native hazel will provide more 
diversity, a food source, good feeding areas, nesting 
sites, essential cover to hide from predators and 
protection from the elements, particularly the wind. 

40 Tons and what do you get, another day older 
and a good nesting site for waders!! 
 
If you have been pottering around Neumann’s flash 
recently (week of the 8th Jan) you will have noticed 
contractors working in front of the main hide.  This is 
part of a project which is being funded by developers 
who pay into a fund known as section 106.  This fund 
is managed by the Council and all developers agree 
to pay, in effect, reparations for affecting habitat 
elsewhere.  In this project not only have the 
contractors removed the small trees, they have also 
added a slightly larger and more rounded gravel 
which we hope breeding waders will find more 
attractive.  40 tons in all!!  So hopefully we may see 
the odd plover nesting here in 2018. 
 
PS. Still the fence to repair which is in hand. 
 
Other Work to be done 
 
Still lots of other jobs on the horizon keeping me and 
the volunteers out of mischief including cutting back 
in certain areas. This involves pushing back the 
growth which threatens to cover the paths and 
verges, thereby keeping the open aspect and sight 
lines which make people feel safer when they visit 
the park. 
 
One of the jobs which we will hopefully achieve is 
resurfacing some of the footpaths before the end of 
the financial year,  Big Wood here at Marbury is top 
of the list.  
 
Cheers for now Dave J 
 
 
 

 

Hedgelaying 
 

               
 

Under Dave’s expert instruction volunteers have been working in Carey Park laying down the hedges to open up 
the views over the meadows.  For most of us it is a big learning curve, but as you can see from the finished product 
out efforts are paying off.  There are more hedgelaying opportunities in the Woodlands’ programme during the year 
if you would like to have a go!  

Joanne Redley 
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Projects Update – How One Project can Lead to Another 
 

Uncovering the Grotto 
(and more history of Marbury) 

 
After much hard work, volunteers have completed 
clearing mud and debris from the Grotto area.  FoAM 
then purchased stone, which has been used by 
volunteers to cover the base of the area. 
 
Volunteers have also installed a drain and cleared 
the steps down to the Grotto, making the feature 
much more accessible to visitors. 
 
To finish work on the project, Jim Jeeves is planning 
a small notice giving visitors information about the 
site. 
 
James Hugh Smith Barry inherited the Marbury 
estate in 1837 and married Elizabeth Shawcross 
Jackson in 1841.  Shortly afterwards, he consulted 
with William Andrews Nesfield, a leading landscape 
gardener at the time. 
 

 

 
The finished Grotto area 

 

We don’t know precisely when the Grotto was 
created, but looking at old maps of the area from 
different time periods, it appears likely that the Grotto 
was planned by Nesfield as part of the overall garden 
design. 
 
Alan Redley 

 

Moving on to the Summer House
 
Enthused by finding out more about the Grotto and 
how it was most likely part of the scheme for the 
gardens developed by Nesfield, volunteers set about 
uncovering the foundations of the Summer House, 
whose position was also shown on the old maps. 
 

 
volunteers uncovering the foundations 

 
We were able to piece together floor tiles round the 
hearth to establish what the floor would have looked 
like. 
 

 
tiles in the pattern they were laid originally 

 
Some time ago, we saw a very faded photograph 
which showed two men standing in the porch of a 
building, but we had no proof of where the 
photograph had been taken.  Careful measurement 
of the foundation outline and the steps leading into 
the building has enabled us to prove that the 
photograph was the Summer House at Marbury. 
 

 
Marbury Summer House 

 
Comparing the picture of the Marbury Summer 
House with a similar vintage one at Arley Hall, 
together with the floor, roof and ridge tiles found at 
Marbury, gives enough information (with some artistic 
licence) to set about creating a model of the Marbury 
Summer House – a future project for Peter Plail! 
 
Completing the story, the old maps show a path (now 
lost) from the Lime Avenues to the Summer House.  
This path continued alongside the Ice Pond and 
linked up with the steps down to the Grotto, where it 
joined with the path along the Mere.  Thus, it seems 
likely that Nesfield planned a circular route from the 
Hall, taking in the Lime Avenues, Summer House, 
Grotto and Mere as part of an overall planned route 
for vistors to be shown the estate. 
 
Alan Redley  
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Projects Update Continued 
 

Marbury Lodge (the original one!) 

Having really been bitten with the bug for exploration, 
the volunteers have decided to turn their attention to 
finding out more about Marbury Lodge.  This was a 
building on Marbury Lane near the canal bridge, with 
a toll gate next to it. 
 
There are two postcards which show the building, 
viewed from opposite directions.  This one is viewed 
from the canal bridge looking towards the current 
Park entrance. 
 

 
 
We don’t know when the picture on this postcard was 
taken, but the postcard itself is post-stamped 1922.

The second picture was taken looking towards 
Northwich, with the canal bridge in the background. 
 

 
 
The building has been demolished, but evidence of 
the foundations, garden paths and other garden 
features remain. 
 
Volunteers are planning to uncover the foundations 
and explore the surrounding garden area, so that 
visitors can be made aware of another piece of 
Marbury’s past. 
 
Alan Redley

 
 

Dragonfly Pond Project
 
The dipping platform at the Dragonfly Pond had 
reached the end of its life and become unsafe.  The 
platform has been removed and a project developed 
for its replacement. 
 
The new platform will be positioned at right angles to 
the old one in order to provide a better position to 
carry out pond dipping and view dragonflies in the 
adjacent reeds. 
 
The fence which exists round part of the pond will be 
extended to meet the new platform to keep out dogs, 
which disturb wildlife and reduce visibility. 
 

 
The platform will have all-ability access and a gate 
will be fitted to restrict access to dogs. 
 
Funds are now being sought to supplement the 
contribution FoAM will make from its own funds. 
 
A second phase of the project will consider either 
refurbishing or replacing the interpretation near the 
pond.  If funds allow, it is hoped to produce a new 
leaflet about the Pond and the dragonfly species 
found in it. 
 
Alan Redley

 
 

Scrapes at Dairy House Meadows
 

Some years ago, FoAM was succesful in obtaining 
funding for a project at Dairy House Meadows which 
mitigated the loss of lapwing habitat from a 
development at Lostock. 
 
Our original intention was to use a rotary ditching 
machine owned by the RSPB, which enables  
shallow scrapes to be created and spreads the soil 
removed thinly over a wide surrounding area.  The 
ditcher has been used succesfully at many RSPB 
sites. 

 
The contract between the RSPB and the firm 
operating the machine on their behalf has been 
renegotiated.  Unfortunately, this took much longer 
than the RSPB anticipated and, as a result, we had 
to put our project on hold. 
 
We have just been notified that a new contract is in 
place and we are exploring possibilities for carrying 
out the work this year. 
 
Alan Redley  
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Tales from the Wood 

Mary’s autumn walk was blessed with blue skies and 
a cool but bright day.  Eighteen took the gentle stroll 
around Marbury and there was much to see.  
Sightings included the relatively common - beech, 
chestnut, hornbeam, fir, larch, maple, oak, plane, 
redwood, rowan and yew – and the more exotic – 
handkerchief (takes 20 years to flower), Katsura 
(smells of caramel) and tulip – all sporting their 
autumn finery.  From North America there is grand fir 
(about 30 years old), giant redwood. red oak and 
swamp cypress.  
 
It was good to know that the oriental plane that had 
toppled over a few years ago had donated seed that 
had successfully been germinated and that a new 
small version of itself was being carefully nurtured.  
The group learnt how to estimate the age of a tree by 
measuring its circumference – one inch to a year - 
one of the trees on the Lime walk is (about) 102 
years old and one of the common beech trees 
(about) 170 years old. 
 

The Lime Avenue that is so much a feature of today’s 
park is believed to have been originally an avenue of 
grafted elms.  The oaks along the Carriage Drive 
were not part of a grand human design, but of nature 
with acts of self seeding that have been added to 
with more recent planting. 
 
The group also learnt that: the wood from swamp 
cypress is waterproof and could be used for water 
pipes; the rowan is pollinated by flies and not bees; 
the wood of the hornbeam is so hard it has 
traditionally been used to make cog wheels in water 
mills.  
 
We learnt so much more and had a lovely walk at the 
same time!  There are so many different species of 
trees within the park and each has its own unique 
story to tell.  
 
Thank  you  Mary for all your efforts  and  for  making 
each walk so enjoyable. 

.  

                                 

                                                                            Sally J Walker 

 
Marbury Community Orchard 

 
Keep an eye out in the next few weeks for new labels 
on the trees in Marbury Community Orchard, tucked 
away behind the walls of Marbury Hall Nursery. 
 
The orchard has a story to tell, but for now, suffice to 
say that the labels, researched and funded by FoAM, 
will identify the apple, pear, plum, gage, damson and 
walnut trees. Many of the trees are being renovated 
by volunteers over a period of several years, so we 
are not expecting huge crops for now! 
 
However, should you find that a tree is fruiting well, 
the labels will tell you when the fruit is ready to pick 
and when it should be ready to eat or cook - often it 
is necessary for a fruit to develop its flavour after 
picking, to be enjoyed at its best. Picked or eaten at 
the wrong time, the fruit will be bitter and probably 
wasted. 

You are very welcome to pick 'enough for a pie' - the 
more people who can enjoy a small share of the 
harvest, the better! 
 
Brenda Yates 
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Forthcoming Events
 
Monday 19

th
 March  

Talk by Clive Brookes – ‘Marbury Hall and Vale Royal: 
Their part in the Retreat from France 1940.’ 
At:  Comberbach Memorial Hall 7.45 pm 
For information contact: Mike Allen on 07889 303411 or 
email: allenms@btinternet.com   
 
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15

th
 April 

Green Woodworking  
Spend the weekend making small items of furniture out 
of natural materials, such as hazel.  Items will include 

small tables, stools and chairs.  Booking essential. No 

previous woodworking experience required.  
Meet:  At the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge. 
For information and booking contact: Dave James on 
01606 77741 or email: 
david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
 
Sunday 15

th
 April  

Bodge Chip and Whittle  
Come and join the Rangers and volunteers around the 
Lodge by the Rangers’ office.  See demonstrations or 
even have a go at traditional crafts including Besom 
Making, Wood Turning, Willow Weaving, Whittling and 
other similar activities.  
Meet anytime between 10am and 3pm at the Lodge  
For information contact: Dave James on 01606 77741 
or email: david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
 

 
Sunday 15

th
 April 

Spring Time Decorations 
Join us to use fresh spring materials for some Easter 
arrangements and wreaths.  Booking essential. 
Meet: 10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
 
Saturday 21

st
  April 

Spring Time in Marbury Country Park 
A guided walk at this wonderful time in the park to see 
the early woodland flowers. 
Meet: 10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 

 
Mondays, 23

rd
 April, 21

st
 May and 2

nd
 July 

Nature Walks at Anderton and Marbury 
Cheshire West and Chester, working in partnership with 
the Workers’ Educational Association (WEA), 
are offering a chance to see flowers, insects, birds and 
mammals and visit areas of Anderton and Marbury not 
normally open to the public.  Each walk lasts 
approximately 2 hours. 
Meet:  10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin, Marbury 
Country Park 
For information contact:  Bob Percival 01928 788077 
 
 

 
 

 

Northwich Woodlands Events Booklet 2018 
 

 
 

 
A diary of events for the year was published in the Autumn Newsletter.  
Copies are now available of the Northwich Woodlands Events 2018 
Booklet which gives more details of the events.  Rangers’ events are also 
included.  Once again we are hugely indebted to Graham Walker for all 
the work he put in to prepare the booklet.  Many thanks Graham. 
 
Copies of the Booklet are available from the Rangers’ Cabin at Marbury 
and also in the Northwich Customer Service Centre, Weaver Hall 
Museum and Lion Salt Works,.  They will shortly be distributed to other 
local venues including libraries. 
 
If you prefer to print you own list of events, you can find the list in FoAM’s 
Diary Dates for 2018 on our website. 
 

 
 

Your Newsletter 

 
Your Editor apologises for the delay in issuing this edition of the Newsletter. 
 
We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the Newsletter.  Email items to 
Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the attention of 
Joanne.  Items deadline for the Spring 2018 issue: Friday 6

th
 April. 

 

 
  

mailto:allenms@btinternet.com
mailto:david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
mailto:david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com
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The Club meets for classes on Saturdays at Marbury Country  Park.  We also run puppy courses, KC dog classes 
and offer 1:1 advice for behaviour problems.
 
Hi Mike, 
We’ve got a new puppy; he’s had both his jabs so 
we’re keen to take him out on walks but he’s a 
nightmare on the lead.  He keeps pulling around in 
circles, jumping up and biting the lead and won’t let 
us take him anywhere we want to go.  We’d love to 
come to your training classes at Marbury Park but at 
the moment walking him is too difficult.  What should 
I do? 
 
A: The easiest way to get a puppy used to the lead is 
to put it on him in the house, several times a day.  My 
puppies don't pull on the lead because by the time I 
take them out they've already spent several hours on 
lead following me around the house.  There's lots of 
ways to do this e.g... 
 
1. Put him on lead when it's his meal time, pick up his 
bowl and walk him around the kitchen to find his food 
- walk him over to the tap to add a little water - rattle 
the food bowl and encourage him to follow you to his 
feeding station - hold him still on the lead while you 
put the bowl down, then relax the lead and let him 
eat.  If you break each meal down into quarters then 
you can do that exercise four times, each meal time. 
Feeding him three times a day means that you're 
lead training that exercise alone 12 times a day! 
 
2. When the doorbell goes, put him on lead and walk 
him to the door.  Loop the lead under your foot to 
stop him jumping up (or dashing out), sign for your 
post and walk him back into the kitchen and show  
 

him what the postman's brought today - obviously it'll 
be a little treat for him and a bill for you!  Do the 
same when visitors arrive so that he learns to follow 
you rather than chasing after the visitors.  Give him a 
treat when he's calm, then after 5 minutes let him off 
the lead or put him back in his pen area. 
 
3. Put him on lead whenever you take him out to 
toilet; that way he's not sniffing around in the flower 
beds and eating things that he shouldn't.  Take him to 
his toilet area (I use a piece of artificial grass) link the 
toilet action with a trigger word e.g. "be quick" give 
him a treat out of your pocket when he's done and 
lead him back inside. 
 
4. In the evening put him on lead and take him into 
the sitting room.  Place a piece of Vetbed on the floor 
next to you, loop the lead under your foot and give 
him something to chew on while you're watching TV . 
Teach him that if he's in the room where you settle 
and relax he has to do the same too. 
 
Hope these few examples give you a good idea of 
how to desensitise him to being restrained when he's 
on lead.  Don't make a big deal out of it; it's all part of 
what he needs to get used to now that he's living with 
you.  
 
Fingers crossed I'll see you both soon for the outdoor 
12.00 class on Saturdays at Marbury Park. 
 
If you’ve got a question, or a subject that you’d 
like me to cover, email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk

 

Photo Competition 
 
Don’t forget the Photo Competition for this year.  
Photos should have been taken since January 2017.  
They can be of anything which is relevant to 
Northwich Woodlands.  The categories will be: 
Landscape; Wildlife - Flora; Wildlife - Fauna; Work, 
Rest and Play. 
 

 
 

 
Full details will be on our website.  They will be the 
same as last year but with no video section.  An 
alternative way of getting prints done directly from 
your memory stick or recording device will also be 
offered; final details have yet to be sorted. 
 
So please get your camera/phone charged up and 
ready to go.  Photographs from all seasons have 
been winners in the past – trees in winter can be very 
photogenic!.   
 
Entries can be submitted at any time but closing date 
is the last day of this year. 
 
If you have any questions please contact me at 
jim.foam@icloud.com or 07850 264313. 
 
Jim Jeeves 

          The Well Heeled Dog Club:  

          Q&As about dog training 

mailto:jim.foam@icloud.com

