
1 
www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk or northwichwoodlands.org.uk 

 

  

Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Colder Days, But There Is Still Plenty to See and Enjoy 
 

                      From the Chair
 
FoAM held a Fungal Hunt on 23

rd
 September when 

Fungal Punk Dave returned to Marbury to lead 
another search for fungi.  Thanks to Brenda Yates for 
arranging this successful event, which was enjoyed 
by all attending. 
 
On 8

th
 October, Greg Baker and John Gilbody led 

Autumn Bird Walks to see migrating and wintering 
birds at Haydn’s Pool and the Flashes.  My thanks to 
them and to Dave Bullock, who organised the event. 
 
On the weekend of 14

th
 and 15

th
 October, a number 

of volunteers helped Ranger Dave James with his 
Green Woodworking event. 
 
My thanks to Mary Jeeves who ran a well-attended 
and well received Trees in the Park walk in Marbury 
on Sunday 29

th
 October. 

 
For those of you who haven’t already heard, 
Cheshire West and Chester have commissioned a 
“Northwich Transport Strategy – Options Report”. 
 
We all recognise that a significant pinch point and 
congestion hotspot in the area is the Winnington 
Swing Bridge.  Indeed, we’re all seeing this problem 
worsen as the new housing developments at 
Winnington are built. 
 
One Highway Scheme option being put forward is to 
“Bring closed private road up to required standard to 
support alternative route north through Marbury 
Country Park.” 
 
If this scheme was to be implemented, we believe the 
harm to Northwich Woodlands would far outweigh the 
possible traffic benefits and we will be putting in a 
formal objection on behalf of the group.  You can find 
out more details of the proposal and associated 
consultation process later in the newsletter. 
 
For several years, we have been wanting to 
understand more about the hollow near the Ice Pond 
which we know as the Grotto. 

 
Since then, Jim Jeeves has been determined to 
uncover (literally!) more about the Grotto.  Things 
moved forward when Jim, and a large group of 
volunteers, set about the messy process of removing 
decades of leaf litter and mud from the area. 
 
Their hard work has been rewarded by uncovering a 
flight of steps and a stonework feature, which looks 
like an ornamental well. 
 

 
An ornamental well in the Grotto? 

 

Further work to see if there is an actual well nearby 
and to uncover evidence of the summer house by the 
bird hide now beckons! 
 
I’m delighted to report that Adrian Gibson, of W T 
Gibson at Kingsley Mill, has once again generously 
agreed to donate seed for the bird feeders at the 
Mere and Big Wood hides.  This donation saves 
FoAM several hundred pounds each year.  If you are 
in the Kingsley area, please do visit their café and 
purchase seed for feeders in your own gardens. 
 
In the last newsletter, I wrote about Officer roles on 
the Committee.  No-one has yet come forward to 
take over from Anna Cooper to act as Secretary from 
now until May 2020, the remainder of the present 
three year term.  Also, we are still looking for 
someone to take over from me as Chair for three 
years, starting in May 2018. 
 
Alan Redley  
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Northwich Transport Strategy 
 

Cheshire West and Chester Council commissioned 
Mott MacDonald to produce a Northwich Transport 
Strategy.  Their report identifies that growth in the 
area is constrained due to a number of pinch points 
and congestion hotspots, which the strategy seeks to 
address.  One of these is the “A533, particularly the 
constraints found on the A533 (Winnington Street, 
Castle Street and Town Bridge) and the traffic signal 
controlled swing bridge linking Winnington with 
Barnton.” 
 
Proposals being put forward under Highway 
Schemes include UA07 – “Bring closed private road 
up to required standard to support alternative route 
through Marbury Country Park.”  If this proposal was 
to be implemented it would have a major impact on 
Northwich Woodlands. 
 
The closure of Marbury Lane several years ago, 
following a fatal accident, has been a significant 
factor in creating a safe haven for walkers, cyclists, 
horse riders and dog walkers in the Woodlands.  It is 
a facility now used by more than 250,000 visitors 
annually. 
 
The existing lane creates a pleasant and safe route 
for healthy walking and cycling and provides a means 
to get from Northwich Town Centre to Marbury 
Country Park, Anderton and Comberbach, without 
meeting traffic. 
 
Part of the old unadopted lane is owned by the 
council and part is privately owned and leased to the 
Council.  The lane bisects the Woodlands and there 
are many points where paths cross the lane to 
connect each half of the Woodlands. 
 
There is no footpath along most of the length of the 
lane.  There are three bridges which are too narrow 
to allow cars to pass and much of the road is not 
wide enough for cars to pass safely.  Many trees 
would have to be removed to widen the road. 
 

To re-open the lane as an official highway would 
have a massive detrimental impact on Northwich 
Woodlands and it would no longer provide a safe and 
healthy area for mothers and children to walk. 
 
The report identifies the wider urban area as having 
poor walking and cycling networks, but fails to say 
that this option would destroy a safe route for walkers 
and cyclists to get from Anderton and Comberbach to 
Baron’s Quay and Northwich town centre. 
 
If this option were to be adopted, traffic would 
emerge from the north end of Marbury Lane at a 
junction with steep slopes and restricted visibilty.  
Traffic would then either turn towards Anderton 
through Marbury Hollows, where the existing bridge 
is already a dangerous pinch point, or through 
Comberbach Village, towards Junction 10 of the 
M56. 
 
Aside from the detrimental effect on the Woodlands, 
the proposal would do nothing to reduce traffic 
through Barnton. 
 
If you want to know more about the background to 
this proposal, you can find links to the Northwich 
Transport Strategy consultation document, the 
Northwich Transport Strategy options report and to 
the online survey at: 
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/nts 
 
Members of the public are invited to have their say in 
this consultation.  Public drop-in sessions have been 
scheduled and a leaflet and questionnaire are 
available at the Northwich Customer Service Centre.  
Local residents can also register their views at 
Comberbach Village Post Office. 
 
The consultation closes on Sunday 31

st
 Decenber 

2017 and FoAM will be submitting a formal objection 
to the proposal. 
 
Alan Redley 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Saturday 25
th

 November 
Mammal Trapping 
Join Chris Moseley to open the mammal traps set in 
Marbury Country Park 
Meet: 9.30 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact: Jim Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Sunday 17

th
  December 

FoAM’s Christmas Decorations Workshop 
Come to our annual workshop to create some stunning 
decorations for your home from natural materials 
gathered in the woodlands.  Families welcome. 
From:  10.00 am – 12.00 pm by the Ranger’s 
Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Joanne Redley  01606 44728 

Photographic Competition 2018 
 

FoAM will be running its regular photographic 
competition in 2018 with a closing date of 31

st
  

December. 
 
This competition is for photos taken in the Northwich 
Woodlands.  The categories for entries are Wildlife – 
Flora, Wildlife – Fauna, Landscape, and Work, Rest 
and Play.  Winning photographs will be displayed in an 
Exhibition early in 2019. 
 
Full details and rules can be found on 
www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk.  Further information 
can be obtained from Jim Jeeves at 01606 77688 or 
jim.foam@icloud.com 

 

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/nts
http://www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk/
mailto:jim.foam@icloud.com
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Ranger News – Northwich Woodlands 
 
Since the beginning of September, and including the 
first two weeks of October, over a hundred and 
twenty volunteer days have been involved in cutting 
down the small trees at Ashton’s Flash.  Species 
include willow, birch and alder, which could rapidly 
turn the Flash into a woodland if not kept under 
control.  The volunteer effort equates to 600 hours of 
bashing, dragging, burning and chipping the relatively 
small trees.  
 

 
 
The regular volunteers have been helped by various 
groups who have joined us for one of the days.  They 
include 32 members from CWAC Planning 
Department; 10 volunteers from Sketterings, a local 
company who produce animal feed; and five 
volunteers from Barclays Bank.  

 

 
team from Barclay’s 

 

         
Barclay’s team at work 

 
All played a valuable role in helping to keep the scrub 
at an acceptable level.  It’s now down to the sheep to 
play their part and suppress any regrowth. 
 
The volunteer effort here at the Woodlands is 
phenomenal. If this task was to be tackled on my own 
it would be the equivalent of 16 weeks; that’s four 
months of solid work!!  Whereas the volunteers have  
accomplished this task in 6 weeks, usually working 
on just two days a week. 
 

 
volunteer effort at Haydn’s Pool 

 
Always more to do though! Catching up cutting 
various meadows, including the glades in Marshall’s 
wood, as well as setting up the wood allotments.  
Leaf blowing (very necessary if you want all ability 
access), then back to thinning trees at Haydn’s Pool. 
 
PS Still waiting for tractor repairs.  Sorry for the 
delay.  Paths will be cut back shortly.  
 

Leaf Blowing 
 

Yes, I know that to some people it may seem to be a 
waste of time, so why do we do it?  Well, to keep the  
footpaths clear of leaf litter seems the obvious 
answer; if we didn’t leaf blow, the leaf litter would 
build up to such an extent footpaths would become 
inaccessible to all but the fittest of people.  We are

here to provide recreational opportunities to as many 
people as we possibly can.  The Northwich 
Woodlands has had millions of pounds spent on it 
during its development phase;  we need to look after 
the infrastructure, all 20 miles of it. 

 
Dave James 
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Green Woodworking
 

The woodworking event went well again this year.   
 
A number of our regular workshop volunteers 
thoroughly enjoyed advising and passing on their 
skills to the participants.  
 
Liz made a lovely stool as she needed something to 
perch on; chairs with arms interfere when practising 
with her guitar.   
 

       
         in the workshop                            Liz with her stool 

 
Jonathan joined us for the second time and made a 
wellie holder  
 

 
Jonathan with wellie holder

 
 

     
                         Marissa in the workshop 

 
Marissa made two large plant containers out of the 
second hand fence rail timber! 
  
Kath made a small garden bench suitable  for her 
grandchildren to sit on. 
 

 
a very happy group displaying their achievements 

 

The Workshop team continues to provide expertise to 
take full advantage of the resources the Woodlands 
has to offer and training for other volunteers to 
expand their skills and knowledge. 

 

Dave James 
 
 

The Gator 
 

A few months ago we were offered use of a six wheeled John 
Deere Gator Utility vehicle.  It proved invaluable during the 
construction of Pod’s Hide in February.  The alternative would have 
been carrying several tons of stone in buckets by hand along the 
narrow path to the hide.  The Gator is fitted with soft wide tyres and 
can be driven over grass areas without causing damage.  It has 
since been used for numerous tasks, and again proved itself 
invaluable to move the mud and debris being dug out of the Grotto.  
All the volunteers love it!  
 
 

 

Bat Boxes 
 

Sadly we have to report that 9 bat boxes have been 
stolen from Marbury.  Apart from concern for any 
bats which were in them, the loss of 9 roosts is a 
reportable wildlife crime. 

This loss is being investigated, and we would like to 
alert visitors to the Park to report any suspicious 
activity around bat and bird boxes. 
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Projects Update
 

Grotto Project 
 
When researching the history of Marbury Hall and the 
surrounding parkland several years ago, we wanted 
to understand more about the man-made hollow near 
the Ice House. 
 
The only information we had was from maps 
surveyed in 1877, which showed a well and a few 
squiggles near to where the hollow lies.  The maps 
also showed a path running from the lime avenues 
through Big Wood to a summer house, which used to 
stand near the bird hide in Big Wood.  This path 
continued from the summer house, past the Ice Pond 
and through the hollow area, to join with the path 
along the Mere edge. 
 

     
path leading to the Grotto from the Summer House 

 
There were some suggestions that it was once a 
cock fighting pit, but we found no evidence to support 
that.  Barbara Moth, Cheshire Gardens Trust, viewed 
the area and thought it more likely to be an artificial 
feature or Grotto in the parkland. 
 
Since then, it has been on FoAM’s to-do list that we 
should undertake an investigation of the Grotto and a 
start was made on Thursday 2nd November by an 
intrepid group of volunteers.  The group included our 
youngest and oldest volunteers, working alongside 
one another, on what must be one of the muckiest 
tasks undertaken. 
 

 
 
There was a good half metre of debris, mud and 
dead timber to clear.  The hard surface was found 
but not the hoped for drainage pipes. 

We uncovered a good flight of steps and the 
entrance was opened up. 
 

           
 
The investigation continued and by the following 
Thursday stonework, which could have been an 
ornamental well, had been uncovered.  On the 
opposite side of the hollow, stones which could have 
formed a seating area were found.  A new drain has 
been installed which should prevent water collecting 
in the area. 
 

 
ornamental well? 

 

 
seating area? 

 
When the exploration work has been completed, it is 
hoped to be able to open the area to the public and 
add another item of interest to our park. 
 
Jim Jeeves and Alan Redley 
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Saltscape – Subsidence Project 

Towards the end of the Saltscape Project, there was 
an opportunity to apply for a further grant.  We were 
successful in securing funding for two interpretation 
panels to be placed along the Saltscape Trail.  These 
new panels depict the impact on the area of 
subsidence caused by salt extraction. 
 
One of the panels is sited in Marshall’s Wood.  The 
birch wood here has established on a lime bed, the 
top of which is now about 10m above the level of the 
River Weaver.  In the 1850’s, the ground alongside 
the River started to collapse into the mines beneath 
and the River flooded the area. 
 
The panel stands at a point which would then have 
been underwater.  In the 1900’s, Bob Carden used to 
run his ferry from Carey Park to here, across the 
River and flooded area. 
 

 

The second panel stands at the corner of Ashton’s 
Flash, which was formed when the ground collapsed 
into Ashton’s mine. 
 
The ‘Old Hole’ was 100m deep and Ashton’s and 
Neumanns’ Flashes were subsequently filled with 
lime waste, creating the landscape we now see. 
 

 
 
A picture at the top right of the panel shows the Witch 
and Devil pub (known as ‘The Witch’).  The pub sank 
into the ground and regulars moved upstairs to carry 
on drinking as the building subsided.  The panel is 
near the spot where the pub is buried. 
 
A big thank you to Mary Jeeves and Frances Findlay 
for their help in researching text for the panels. 
 
Alan Redley

 

Autumn Bird Walk 

 
Our regular birding experts, Greg Baker and John 
Gilbody  led two groups totalling 20 people with a 
range of ages on this year’s Autumn bird walk. 
 
We visited Ashton’s Flash, Neumann’s Flash and 
Haydn’s Pool.  During the preceding week, Ranger 
Dave and the volunteers had done sterling work 
clearing the reeds and undergrowth from around the 
hides, opening up the views across the water. 
 

 
 
Birds were rare this year.  The warm weather has 
delayed the arrival of winter visitors and the recent 
rain making the flashes over full with no muddy 
margins for the waders. 
 

 
 
The best birding was from Pod’s Hide on Neumann’s 
Flash where we saw shovelers, tufted duck and teal 
along with many mallards. 
 
There were still swallows around, before starting their 
long journey south for the winter.  Goldfinch and jay 
were continually passing overhead. 
 
The weather stayed fine and the groups enjoyed their 
walks. 
 
Dave Bullock
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Saturday 27

th
 January 

Bird Walk in Big Wood, Marbury Country Park 
How many birds can you identify in the park?   Details 
and checklist on www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk 
Meet:  2.00 pm at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  David Bullock 01606 781981 
 
Monday 19

th
 March  

Talk by Clive Brookes – ‘Marbury Hall and Vale Royal: 
Their part in the Retreat from France 1940.’ 
At:  Comberbach Memorial Hall 7.45 pm 
For information contact: Mike Allen on 07889 303411 or 
email: allenms@btinternet.com   
 
Sunday 15

th
 April 

Spring Time Decorations 
Join us to use fresh spring materials for some Easter 
arrangements and wreaths.  Booking essential. 
Meet: 10.00 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
 
Saturday 21

st
  April 

Spring Time in Marbury Country Park 
A guided walk at this wonderful time in the park to see 
the early woodland flowers. 
Meet: 10.00 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Saturday 12

th
  

 
May 

Dawn Chorus Walk, Marbury Country Park 
FoAM’s birding experts will again lead this popular 
event for everyone interested in birds. 
Meet:  5.00 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge    
For information contact:  David Bullock 01606 781981 
 
Monday 21st May 
FoAM AGM, Quiz and Supper 
Meet:  7.45 pm Comberbach Memorial Hall.  There will 
be a charge for supper. 
To book for the Quiz and Supper contact: Joanne 
Redley 01606 44728 
 
Saturday 26th

th
 and Sunday 27

th
 May 

Bring and Buy Plant Sale, Marbury Country Park 
Come and find something for house or garden at 
FoAM’s amazing plant sale.  All surplus plants will be 
welcome. 
From:  10.00 am – 4.00 pm at the Ranger’s 
Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Jim Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Saturday 16

th
  June 

Breakfast with Moths, Marbury Country Park 
Join FoAM’s regular moth trappers to see the range of 
beautiful moths attracted to the traps on the previous 
night.  Croissants and orange juice available for 
breakfast.  Donations welcome. This event will take 
place whatever the weather! 
Meet:  9.30 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197

Thursday 21
st

 June 
Art in the Park 
An evening of sketching outdoors with local artist and 
tutor Rebecca Yoxall, using pastels and Marbury 
charcoal.  Numbers limited, so booking essential. 
Donation of £10 for this three hour session. 
Meet: 6.00 pm at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information and booking contact:  Brenda Yates 
01565 733197 
 
Saturday 23

rd
 June 

Pond Dipping for ‘Grown-Ups’ 
A chance for Grown-Ups to dip in a net and spend an 
hour or two experiencing the wonders of pond life.  
Great fun and a chance to escape the bustle of daily 
life!  Group size limited, so booking essential. 
Meet:  Marbury Lodge at 10.00am. 
For information contact: Jim Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Photographic Workshops (June and July) 
Two workshops, content and dates to be confirmed, led 
by Simon Davies in Marbury Country Park.   
Donation of £10.00 for each workshop.  Booking 
essential. 
Meet: at 6.00 pm at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
To find out more and to book a place contact: Jim 
Jeeves  01606 77688 or Graham Walker 07973 114010  
 
Tuesday 3

rd
 July 

Guitar Workshop in the Park with Steve Wilde 
Aimed at guitar players who already have knowledge of 
basic c major and minor chords, this 2 hour workshop 
will focus on chord progressions and strumming 
patterns applied to popular songs.  Players do not need 
to be able to read music to take part.  £7.00 donation 
per session  Group size is limited so booking is 
essential. 
Meet  7.00 pm at the Ranger’s Cabin  
For information contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 
 
Saturday 7

th 
July 

FoAM Music in the Park 
FoAM’s celebration of Summer in the Park.  Bring your 
own picnic or food to barbecue.   
From:  5.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
For information contact:  Sandra Head 01606 212264 or 
Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
 
Thursday 13

th
  September 

Food for Free 
An opportunity to join this popular event hosted by the 
Rangers and FoAM at Marbury Country Park. It 
includes a gentle 2 hour walk followed by preparing, 
cooking and tasting.   
Meet: 10.30 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Chris Moseley on 07946 400 
675 or email 
chris.moseley@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

  

http://www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk/
mailto:allenms@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.moseley@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
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Saturday 15

th
 September 

Fungal Hunts in Marbury Park 
Fungal Punk Dave will be at Marbury for another 
autumn search for fungi large and small.  Some rough 
and sloping ground.  Morning and afternoon sessions.  
No charge, but group numbers limited, so booking 
essential. 
For information contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 
 
Saturday 29

th
 September 

Mammal Trapping 
An opportunity to find out what mammals have ventured 
into the mammal traps set in Marbury Country Park. 
Meet:  9.30 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Jim Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Sunday 14

th
 October 

Autumn Bird Walk, Northwich Woodlands  
See Migrating and Wintering Birds at Haydn’s Pool, 
Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes. 
Meet:  Witton Mill Car Park, Northwich.  From: 10.00 am 
– 12.00  
For information contact:  David Bullock 01606 781981

Sunday 28
th

 October 
Trees in the Park 
A guided walk looking at the wide variety of trees in 
Marbury Country Park, including the Arboretum. 
Meet:  10.00 am at the Ranger’s Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Sunday 16

th
 December 

FoAM’s Christmas Decorations Workshop 
Come to our annual workshop to create some stunning 
decorations for your home from natural materials 
gathered in the woodlands.  No charge, but donations 
welcome. 
From:  10.00 am – 12.00 pm by the Ranger’s 
Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Joanne Redley  01606 44728 
 
***************************************************************  
We will be publishing an Events Booklet for Northwich 
Woodlands for 2018.  Look out for this and pick up your 
copy from the leaflets dispenser at the Ranger’s Cabin 
at Marbury. 

 
*************************************************************************************************************** 

 

   
 
The Club meets for classes on Saturdays at Marbury Country  Park.  We also run puppy courses, KC dog classes 
and offer 1:1 advice for behaviour problems. 
 
Hi Mike, 
Any advice for a dog that hates and I mean 
HATES the dark?  He is scared of his own 
shadow, hardly wants to walk and thinks 
everything that moves is the enemy (cars, bikes, 
people, other dogs etc) ...I can’t cope with 
another 6 months of night walks; his anxiety 
levels are terrible. 
 
A dog’s eyes and brain work differently to ours, they 
literally do see things differently. At night, they see 
shapes only - silhouettes without detail, that move 
alarmingly and sometimes glare brightly at them!  No 
wonder he’s scared. 
 
What you need to do is desensitise and familiarise 
him to night objects and movements.  Start off by 

putting him in the car at night, take him to a busy 
well-lit area like the carpark at Kingsmead shops, or 
Tesco.  Initially don’t take him out, just open the boot, 
sit on the sill next to him, share some of his favourite 
treats and let him watch cars and people go by.  
Once he’s settled, take him out for a short walk  
around the area. 
 
A course of herbal calming tablets may help too (see 
Dorwest.com).  Build things up slowly over the next 
few evenings and don’t expect too much too soon.  
Let me know if you need more help;  cost for a 1:1 
visit is £55 for 1.5 hours. 
 
If you’ve got a question, or a subject that you’d 
like me to cover, email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk

. 
 

Your Newsletter 

 
We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the Newsletter.  Email items to 
Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Ranger’s Cabin marked for the attention of 
Joanne.  Items deadline for the Winter 2017/2018 issue: Friday 5

th
 January. 

 

 
 

          The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
          Q&As about dog training 

mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com

