Friends of Anderton and Marbury
(FoAM)

Significant Changes Afoot
From the Chair
A major change occurred during April, when we
heard that Ranger Chris Moseley was moving to take
up a new post within the Council. Chris has been a
permanent feature for many years and was at
Marbury before any of the current volunteers started.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Chris for
all the help and support he has given me and the
volunteers over the years. We will all miss him and
wish him well in his new job. We expect to continue
to see Chris from time to time after he takes up his
new role.
It is more than 2 years since I first met Environment
Client Manager, Sue Fernandes, and I’ve reported
previously about the constructive approach she has
taken in her dealings with us. I am sad to report that
Sue retired at the end of April and we will miss her
help and support, but of course wish her well for ‘life
after work’.

I’ve met with Rob Jones, the Rangers’ new line
manager, and I’m hopeful we can build a constructive
relationship with Rob, which continues the one we’ve
enjoyed with Sue and her team.
rd

We held the formal opening of Pod’s Hide on 23
March; the culmination of a great deal of hard work
by a large number of volunteers. Pete’s wife Debbie
cut the ribbon in front of more than 40 people, who
attended on the day. After the opening, we had a
splendid buffet provided by Janet and Barbara of
BeeJou Catering and we also enjoyed fantastic
cakes provided by Debbie.
We were invited to take our display along to the Lion
th
st
Salt Works on 30 April and 1 May for their ‘Magic
at the Museum’ event. Several organisations were
there to publicise their activities.

Sue came to say farewell on 12th April and was
presented with a bench made in the workshop at
Marbury as a token of appreciation from the
volunteers.

We are expecting to install the new signage near the
picnic area by the cabins shortly and look forward to
being able to make further improvements to the
signage at Marbury over the coming months.

Sue Fernandes

I’m sure we will continue to see Sue at Marbury as
she pays frequent visits to Northwich Woodlands
whilst walking her dog.

Our AGM will take place at 7.45 pm on Monday 15th
May at Comberbach Memorial Hall. Again the AGM
will be followed by a Quiz and supper starting at
8.15pm. If you haven’t done it already, please book
your places for the quiz and supper with Anna
Cooper on 01606 891683.

Alan Redley
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Opening of Pod’s Hide
On 23 March more than 40 people gathered at
Neumann's Flash to celebrate the opening of Pod's
Hide. The hide had been made possible as a result
of a generous donation to FoAM from Debbie
Antrobus, in memory of her late husband Pete,
whose nickname was Pod.
The construction of a hide on this patch of land had
long been a dream of local birdwatchers and it was a
favourite place for Pete.
The ribbon was cut by Debbie, who thanked all
involved and declared the hide open. She said it will
be available to be enjoyed by visitors for years to
come.
Following the opening, Debbie and members of her
family, joined us to enjoy a buffet back at the
Rangers' cabin.

A special thank you was given to FoAM members,
volunteers and colleagues of Pete, who had put in a
tremendous amount of work to bring the hide, path,
fencing and gate to fruition. The project to build the
hide was enthusiastically supported by Dave James.
A special mention was also due to Tata Chemicals,
Europe, represented by Ian Molyneux, for donating
stone for the path foundation.

Alan Redley

Volunteering - Where You Can Have Your Cake and Eat It!
One thing that you can always guarantee when
volunteering at Marbury Country Park is plenty of
lovely homemade cake! And the nice thing is, you
can usually eat it guilt free after working hard all day.

seeding a meadow and clearing willow, to name but
a few of our recent activities.

My daughter and I became involved in volunteering
after Hannah did her two-week work experience at
Marbury Country Park with ‘Ranger Dave’. She had
such a great time that she wanted to return to carry
out more volunteer work. Although Hannah is in fulltime education and I work, we try and volunteer
during school holidays. There is always such a
welcoming and inclusive atmosphere amongst the
volunteers, and we immediately felt like part of the
family.
We both love being outdoors and Hannah has found
that volunteering can be a great release from the
pressures of studying. The work can be tiring but
also very rewarding and is a way of learning new
skills. Jobs that we have undertaken have been
varied, and you are never quite sure what you will be
doing next, especially when Dave’s e-mail states
“bring your wellies”. We needed to wear them when
clearing out a very muddy reed bed. We’ve also
helped with fencing, painting a new bird hide, re-

Hannah and Rosie with Dave at the hide

I would certainly recommend volunteering to anyone
who is considering it. We have lived here 21 years,
and visit Marbury regularly and I can say I think it has
never looked better! To all those volunteers, and of
course ‘Ranger Dave’ – Keep up the good work, and
thanks for all the cake.
Maggie and Hannah Hateley
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Ranger News
Au Revoir, but not goodbye
After fifteen years of working as the Marbury Country
Park Ranger I have decided to move on to new
pastures.
This new job is still working within the authority,
concentrating on health and wellbeing, liaising with
clinicians, practitioners, event organisers and the
public, to encourage the use of all greenspaces
across Cheshire West and Chester. Therefore there
is an overlap with my old role, so I’m sure you’ll still
see me around at Marbury.
I would like to thank all those well-wishers who have
sent messages through to me.
Chris – as we remember him!

Chris Moseley
Health Ranger

Anderton Nature Park, Carey Park and the Flashes
The volunteers and I have at last finished the winter
works.
Our final job was the reed bed clearance at
Butterfinch Bridge. This proved a little more difficult
than usual as the reed bed was under quite a bit of
water when cutting, but thankfully just below the tops
of our wellies (several people including me had wet
socks!).
The high water level meant it was all but impossible
to burn the cut reeds, so the volunteers heaved them
onto the banks where they have been left to rot
down.

We have a new bench provided by a member of the
public. The solid oak timber was originally bought
from Yoxhalls timber yard and then donated to
CWAC.
The volunteers have cut; planed and sanded the
timber, before bolting it all together. It’s now ready
for installation on the viewing area at Ashton’s Flash,
adjacent to Marbury Lane. The view point will be a
pleasant spot for visitors to observe wildlife at
Ashton’s.
The dingy skipper butterfly is now on the wing,
although food is still scarce.

Green shoots can now be seen in the area we
cleared. Thankfully there are also some green
shoots along the brook where the salt spill occurred
during the autumn, although I’m still not sure if there
is going to be any long lasting damage.
A new notice board and two interpretive panels are
on the way and will be delivered to us over the next
week. These will be installed at the back of the
toilets next to the picnic tables at Marbury. The old
notice board is being refurbished and will also be
installed close by.
Two of the new boards will focus on what to see and
where around the whole of the Northwich
Woodlands, whilst the third will concentrate on
Marbury. We hope to carry on with this improvement
project and replace the eclectic mix of signage here
at Marbury to create a good impression for future
visitors.

dingy skipper butterflies

If you wish to see dingy skippers, join us on a walk
nd
on the 22 of May. Meet by Marbury Lodge at 10am
for a walk lasting approximately 2 hours.
Dave James
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Things That Go Bump In The Night
Well, that isn’t quite what we have been concerned
about. Let me explain…Some months ago, Marbury
Country Park was made an interesting proposition by
the School of Science and Environment at
Manchester Metropolitan University – would the loan
of 4 ‘field cameras’ be of any use? You may well
now be scratching your head trying to work out what
a ‘field camera’ is? No, it isn’t for watching fields..
but could be .. instead, they offer much more exciting
possibilities. They have the ability to record video,
still photographs and audio of ‘events’.
These
’events’ can range from something happening the
same time each day, or multiple times, or, even more
exciting, totally random events!
So, what might be happening in the Northwich
Woodlands that could make use of such cameras?
Okay, we don’t have any volcanoes (either active or
dormant), nor do we have any geysers .. but we do
have a very wide variety of wildlife – and not all of it
‘scurrying’ around during the daylight hours. The
cameras that were being offered could work not only
in broad daylight, but at night.. so what could we say
to the offer? We said ‘Yes please’!
These cameras were set up in various locations
throughout the Northwich Woodlands, but the
locations were carefully chosen. Most people knew
where they could see squirrels (grey or the elusive
‘White One’). Most people knew where they could
see the many varieties of birds. We were out to see
what might be around when people weren’t – not just
at night, but in parts of the park where most people
don’t venture. Every week or two, the cameras were
visited; the memory cards were swapped for empty
ones; the batteries were checked and replaced if
necessary.
The video/photographs were then examined to see
what had been ‘seen’. To be honest, a lot of the
time, there was nothing to get very excited about. If
nothing ‘exciting happened’ (and 1000’s of litres
moving water over a weir constitute ‘not exciting’ I’m
afraid), the camera would be moved to a different
location.
So what did we collect? Over 13,000 video files
(each about 10 seconds long)..which is over 35 hours
of video …which amounts to over 230gb of data..
which amounts to over 40 DVDs.... and that’s not all.
We also captured over 2300 photographs - gobbling
up nearly another 2gb (roughly half the capacity of a
DVD). Now, when you put this all together, it
becomes a very time consuming task having to look
at all this… just in case something extra-ordinary
pops up. In fact, a conservative estimate is that is
has taken over 90 man-hours to examine all this
data.

- Grey squirrels defeating ‘squirrel-proof bird feeders’
(never did find the nut container!). Standoffs between
a great spotted woodpecker and a coal tit over who
was on the feeder first! (They both flew off at the
same time – the woodpecker returned first!)

- Numerous encounters with a Highland cow (we
named it ‘Rufus’ – turned out, on closer examination,
Ruth would have been better. She had ‘escaped’ her
owner’s field in search of company, we guessed).
We looked forward to checking this camera – partly
to say ‘hello’, and partly to see what she had been up
to at 3 am – she was a ‘good girl’ as far as we could
tell).
- Numerous ducks swimming upstream… then back
down. .then back up..then back. 1000’s of litres of
water pouring over a weir at various times of the day
- yawn…- A Canadian canoe - complete with 3
paddlers going upstream.. then 5 minutes later
coming back - not enough water to carry on was
their story!
- Beautiful specimens of herons and little egrets (I
hold my hand up here and admit it might not be a
little egret, but it was white, small and looked like the
picture of a little egret I had!)
- A very handsome (beautiful?) fox coming down for
a drink at about 10 am. - and many small mammals..
scurrying around in the early hours of the day;. we
are still arguing as to what they might be..

Unfortunately, for now, the cameras have had to go
back.

But what did we find?:
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Things That Go Bump in the Night contd
Quite a bit of the captured video was a complete
waste – that was partly because we had no idea what
MIGHT be seen, and partly down to our lack of
experience with the cameras.
As the project
progressed, better understanding of the cameras’
characteristics enabled us to site the cameras in
locations where they would be triggered by
something ‘interesting’ and not just a breeze blowing
a piece of grass in front of the lens.

So, has this been a worthwhile exercise? – Yes
would be the answer. Would we like to do it again? –
Yes would be the answer. What would we do
differently? - Be more selective as to where we
sighted the cameras. The video of moving water did
get very boring to watch, but then something like the
fox appearing made it all worthwhile.
Graham Walker

Exhibition of Photos entered for the 2016 Competition
FoAM’s competition for photos taken in Northwich
Woodlands attracted a record number of entries.
Over 110 people visited the exhibitions at
Comberbach Memorial Hall and Marbury Country
Park. Simon Davies and Andy Harmer found judging
extremely challenging with the standard higher than
ever.
The winners were; Landscape - Kay West; Wildlife Fauna Alan Redley; Flora John Hopkins; Work, Rest
and Play - Gordon Atkinson. I was delighted that

visiting members of camera clubs gave us positive
reviews of the standard and presentation of photos.
We hope to exhibit the photos at various local venues
over the next few months."
The vote for favourite picture amongst visitors went
to Alison Hamlin-Hughes' very evocative photo taken
in Marbury Arboretum entitled Seeking Enchantment.
Jim Jeeves

Flashes of Fun – Gordon Atkinson

Dragonfly – Alan Redley

Signs of Spring – John Hopkins

Anderton – Birches – Kay West

Your Newsletter
We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the Newsletter.
Email items to Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin
th
marked for the attention of Joanne. Items deadline for the Summer issue: Friday 7 July.
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Facebook comes to FoAM
Over recent months, FoAM has been asked (on a
number of occasions) if we have a Facebook page.
Unfortunately, the simple answer had been ‘No’.
However, that didn’t mean that we hadn’t considered
it, far from it; it was just down to having enough spare
time to get our ideas together and then go and do it!
So - we have done it!
How do you find it? Firstly, you will need to have a
Facebook ‘log in’ to be able to access the FoAM
Facebook page. There are two ways to find our
page:
Method 1
There is a new link from the current FoAM website
(http://foam.merseyforest.org.uk/) which will take you
straight to our Facebook page (look on the right hand
side of the FoAM website under ‘Links:’ and you will
see the Facebook Logo:
. Simply click on this
logo and it will take you straight to our Facebook
home page).
Method 2
Log in to Facebook, and search for ‘The Friends of
Anderton and Marbury’ page – you should then be
brought to our ‘Home page’.

If you don’t use Facebook, or don’t wish to use
Facebook, don’t worry - FoAM doesn’t consider this a
replacement for the existing FoAM website, but a
way to augment it. Our Facebook page has the
capability to present information in a completely
different way when compared to a more ‘traditional
website’ – and by providing both the existing FoAM
website and this new Facebook page, we hope to be
able to reach a much wider audience.
It does have some benefits – for instance, as a
Facebook user you can use the Facebook system to
be automatically notified if things change or get
updated: If we put on a new event, or have to amend
an existing one, you can elect to get a notification. If
we add some photos from, say, a recent event, or
create a totally new collection (album) you can elect
to be notified.
Please have a good look round it – we are still adding
to it, so please keep coming back to see what is new.
It is new to us, so we still have a lot to learn!
If you feel that there are things missing, or could be
done better, then please let us know – either through
the Facebook page, or the FoAM website. Please
bear in mind, though, we do have to work within the
confines of the Facebook system.
Graham Walker

Be Sure Not to Miss!
As spring advances into summer, the wildlife in the
Woodlands becomes more active, almost frenetic at
times, as the migrants arrive and start nest-building.
It all becomes even more hectic as the young
develop and the parents are constantly on the search
for food. There are so many spots where you can
catch this activity. As the water lilies appear on the
Mere, look out for grebes displaying their mating
behaviour and building their nests on the pads. You
may catch a glimpse of a kingfisher from the Mere
Hide.

The lime-rich soil which is a legacy from the chemical
and salt industries creates ideal conditions for the
dingy skipper butterfly, which is rare elsewhere in
Cheshire. The first dingy skippers have just started
to emerge. If you walk along the path between
Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes and look very
carefully, you could spot this fairly small brown
butterfly feeding on the bird’s foot trefoil.

cowslips At Ashton’s

small skipper

four-spotted chaser

The scrape in the field on the edge of Big Wood,
which still has water, attracts several varieties of
damselfly and dragonfly as well as butterflies.

dingy skipper

It’s not too late to catch the profusion of wild flowers
in all areas of the woodlands – you may already have
seen the carpets of bluebells in Big Wood and
Hopyards at Marbury. The first orchids will soon be
appearing – look for them on Dairy House Meadows
and particularly at Ashton’s Flash.
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Forthcoming Events
AGM, Quiz and Supper
Monday 15th May at 7.45 at Comberbach Memorial Hall
Entry Fee: £10.00 (includes supper and prizes)

The Quiz will start at 8.15 and teams will be available to
join on the night.

Food by Cheshire Caterers
(Vegetarian and gluten free options will be available;
just order when booking)
Drinks: BYO. Please bring own wine/beer glasses.

Those who wish to attend only the AGM are very
welcome and there is no cost for this.

We are looking forward to a lovely supper and some
fierce quiz competition after our AGM.

Book with Anna Cooper by 9 May by emailing:
annacooper31@hotmail.com or phoning
01606 891683 or 077881 43903

th

*************************************************************
th
th
Saturday 13 May
Sunday 18 June
Dawn Chorus Walk, Marbury Country Park
Pond Dipping for ‘Grown-ups’
Join FoAM’s birding experts for this popular event for
A new event for parents, grand parents, and the
everyone interested in birds.
young at heart Booking essential
Meet: 5.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge
Meet: Marbury Lodge at 10.00 am
For information contact: David Bullock 01606
For information contact: Jim Jeeves 01606 77688
781981
Photographic Workshops led by Simon Davies
in Marbury Country Park.
th
th
Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 May
There will be a charge of £10.00 for each workshop.
Bring and Buy Plant Sale, Marbury Country Park
Booking essential.
th
Come and find something for house or garden at
Workshop 1 –Monday 19 June 5 pm
FoAM’s amazing plant sale. All plants will be
This workshop is suitable for those with a basic
welcome.
experience with a camera who want to learn to get a
10.00 am – 4.00 pm Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge,
better exposure and pick out the best shots.
th
For information contact: Jim Jeeves 01606 77688
Workshop 2 –Monday 26 June 5 pm
Slightly more advanced than the first workshop,
th
Thursday 8 June
suitable for those with the ability to use semiArt in the Park
automatic or manual settings on their camera.
An evening of sketching outdoors with local artist and
To find out more and to book a place contact:
tutor Rebecca Yoxall, using charcoal produced at
Jim Jeeves 01606 77688
Marbury. Meet: 6.00pm – 9.00pm at the Rangers’
st
Cabin. Numbers limited so booking essential. For
Saturday 1 July
information contact: Brenda Yates 01565 733197
Wildflower Walk in Anderton Nature Park
A guided walk to view the many summer wildflowers.
th
Saturday 17 June
Meet: 10.00 am Anderton Nature Park car park
Breakfast with Moths, Marbury Country Park
For information contact: Mary Jeeves 01606 77688
Join FoAM’s regular moth trappers to see beautiful
th
moths attracted to the traps on the previous night.
Saturday 8 July
Croissants and orange juice available for breakfast.
Music in the Park
Donations welcome.
FoAM’s celebration of Summer in the Park. Bring
Meet: 9.30 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge
your own picnic or food to barbecue.
For information contact: Brenda Yates 01565
From: 5.00 pm Marbury Country Park
733197
For information contact: Sandra Head 01606 212264

Spring Time Floral Decorations
The first floral decorations workshop
to be held at this time of year, taking
advantage of the fresh spring foliage
from the Woodlands, proved to be a
very enjoyable and creative event.
With the addition of spring flowers
everyone designed a small table
arrangement and a decorated wreath.
The group have requested an Autumn
Workshop!
.
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The Well Heeled Dog Club:
Q&As about dog training
The club meets for classes every Saturday at Marbury Country Park; we also run KC Approved Puppy Courses &
Dog Classes and offer 1to1 advice for behaviour problems.
Hi Mike,
We’re thinking of getting a puppy but are unsure
of what breed to get. We need it to be good with
children (8yr & 5yr), not too small so my husband
won’t walk it and not too big either. I’ve seen you
with your fabulous Labradors so that might be a
good choice. My friend has a Springer Spaniel,
but I believe they need lots of exercise, and
another friend has a very cute and cuddly
Cockerpoo.
-A: My best advice would be for you all to come
along to the puppy classes at Marbury Park one
Saturday at 12.00, see the puppies there and have
a chat with the owners too! Choosing the right
puppy for you and your family is a difficult decision.
Some dogs need lots of time spent grooming them,
some have a strong smell; others dribble a great
deal! So, ask yourself if you can live with these
things.

they often display a mixture of their parent’s traits, so
that’s important to take into consideration when
you’re looking at a little puppy. You should ALWAYS
see the parents before choosing a puppy. If the
mother’s a nervous dog, who doesn’t like being
touched, then don’t choose one of her puppies; they’ll
most likely grow up to be just like her.
Be careful where you buy your puppy from. As many
as one in four puppies are unknowingly bought from
a puppy farm, and one in five pups bought online or
in puppy kennels need long-term veterinary care or
die before they are six months old. Don’t be fooled
into thinking that you’re ‘rescuing’ a puppy from a
place that you wouldn’t want to live in – you are just
making space for another poorly pup to fill. Best
advice is to choose your breeder carefully and ideally
look for a Kennel Club Assured Breeder:
www.kennelclub.org.uk

Some dogs display stronger ‘breed traits’ than others.
For example, Beagles can be barky dogs, German
Shepherds can have a strong guarding instinct,
Labradors need lots of mental stimulation to keep
them happy and Border Collies are working dogs
who need a job to do otherwise they will become selfemployed!

Getting a puppy is exciting and it’s not something that
you do every day, but remember that all cute little
puppies grow up to be dogs very quickly, and unless
they’re trained and well socialised right from the start,
all dogs can be difficult to live with (Labradors
included). Let me know when you’ve got your puppy
and we’ll book him/her on the KC Puppy Foundation
Course.

Crossbreed dogs such as Cockerpoos &
Labradoodles are fashionable at the moment, but

If you’ve got a question, or a subject that you’d
like me to cover, email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk

The Blue In The Green
The Lady of the Green Wood blessed Mary’s spring
walk with both good weather and an abundance of
wildflowers. The sun shone on the 20 eager ‘hunters’
who set off from the lodge at Marbury with a list of 25
‘most wanteds’. The walk focused mainly on Forge
Brook, Bigwood and Hopyards. There were
celandines, wood anemones and wood sorrel aplenty
along the banks of Forge Brook.

Bigwood provided a haze of blue which became one
of a far deeper shade as we crossed Marbury Lane
and walked down through Hopyards and along
Marbury Brook - the bluebells were coming into their
glory and their scent could be caught on the breeze.

We had some bonus items too (there usually are)! A
brimstone butterfly and two orange tips passed by –
they were not on our list but were wonderful to see!

There were ‘lords and ladies’ and ‘milkmaids’, ‘five
faced bishops’ and ‘Jack by the hedge’ all to be
nd
found in Marbury Park on Saturday 22 of April.
Mary’s two hour walks go by so very quickly, no
sooner begun than ending. They are entertaining
and informative. I’m already looking forward to the
next one. Hope to see you there.
Sally J Walker
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