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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

A New Year, New Challenges 
 

                      From the Chair
 
Early in December we said farewell to Alan Garner.  
Alan has been a volunteer in the Northwich 
Woodlands for 14 years, during which he has been 
Chair and Treasurer of FoAM.  The first time I met 
Alan, he was with Paul Hill watching a kingfisher on 
the Mere.  He wasted no time recruiting me to FoAM 
and later in persuading me to stand as Chair.  I would 
like to add my personal thanks for the support he has 
given me throughout my time with the group. 
 
Our Christmas lunch at The Lounge saw a fantastic 
turnout of 36 volunteers and Rangers. Most of the 
party walked from Gresty’s Waste to the viewpoint on 
Old Pale Hill before lunch.  Despite the poor weather 
forecast, we were blessed with dry weather and clear 
views during our walk. 
 

 
On the top of Old Pale 

 
The final link of the new access path, provided as 
part of the Saltscape Trail, has been completed.  This 
link creates a safe route between the Lion Salt Works 
and Neumann’s Flash, by avoiding the need to cross 
Ollershaw Lane at the blind bend in the road. 
 
Just before Christmas we heard the sad news of the 
death of local birdwatcher Pete Antrobus.  More than 
£1,200 had been collected in donations, which his 
wife Debbie gave to FoAM to be put towards a 
project in memory of Pete.  As a result, an ambitious 
community project to build Pod’s Hide was born.  The 
hide is at the end of the spit on Neumann’s Flash, a 
favourite viewing spot for Pete. 

 
We were delighted that the Leader of the Council, 
Cllr Sam Dixon, and the Deputy Leader, Cllr Louise 
Gittins, joined us for a morning’s volunteering during 
January.  They tried their hand at hedge-laying and 
got stuck into helping remove tree roots from the new 
path we are creating for Pod’s Hide. 
 

              
                Cllr Sam Dixon                         Cllr Louise Gittins 

 
W T Gibson Ltd., of Kingsley Mill, has donated bird 
food for the feeders at Budworth Mere and Big Wood 
for several years.  Adrian Gibson has generously 
agreed to continue this support for another year.  We 
are extremely grateful for these donations and I 
would like to remind you that you can buy feed for 
your own gardens from Gibsons and perhaps sample 
their café at the same time. 
 
The Council are funding new signage for the 
Northwich Woodlands, which will be sited near the 
picnic area by the cabins at Marbury.  Volunteers and 
the Rangers are progressing well with the project and 
my special thanks go to Mary Jeeves and Frances 
Findlay for their contributions in preparing text and 
helping with design of the new panels. 
 
FoAM can reflect on another year of fantastic 
achievement during 2016 as we look forward to 
continuing our success in 2017. 
 
Alan Redley  
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Helping Hands 
 
On January 11 three volunteers representing two 
other Cheshire West and Chester parks at Riveacre 
and the Wirral Way, Hadlow Road visited Marbury 
with their Ranger and joined in a bench making 
session with some of our volunteers. 
 
They were taken through all the stages of 
manufacturing two types of seating, one a traditional 
park seat and the other a picnic table and its two 
attendant benches.  During the last seven months, 
twenty one seats and picnic benches have been 
made at Marbury for all the Cheshire West parks but 
the long term objective is to pass the knowledge on 
to other groups.  This will allow the Marbury 
volunteers to turn their hand to some more projects 
that will extend their skills to the benefit of Northwich 
Woodlands. 
 

 
 
Full drawings and construction information was 
passed to the visitors and they participated actively in 
making one of each type.  They were quick learners 
and it took only five working hours in total to finish 
both types.  Meanwhile, Marbury volunteers will 
shortly start making a formal seat for the Lion Salt 
Works Museum at Marston. 
 
Clive Brookes

Alan Garner 
 

Rangers, members of FoAM and volunteers said a 
sad farewell to Alan Garner in December as he was 
leaving to move south to be closer to his children and 
grandchidren.  Alan has been a volunteer in the Park 
and a member of FoAM for 14 years, serving as 
Chair of the Committee and Treasurer.  Alan is a 
qualified bird ringer and carried out regular bird 
surveys in the Woodlands.  Jim Marshall’s wonderful 
carving of a bittern and two more humorous 
mementos were presented to Alan at a special lunch.  
His expertise will be sadly missed and we send him 
and Eileen our very best wishes for the future. 

 

     

 
New Bird Table Lion Salt Works

 
Volunteer John Ryder has been busy using wood off-
cuts to create bird tables.  These have been in high 
demand and have raised several donations for 
FoAM.  You can see one of John’s tables near the 
picnic area by the cabins at Marbury. 
 

 
 
The table has been popular with nearby birds, who 
only took a few minutes to find a new food source!

 
Ranger Chris Moseley received an unusual request 
recently.  Kate Bibby wanted help in photographing 
and identifying a bird of prey, which was roosting 
each night on top of a light at the Lion Salt Works. 
 
Chris, Graham Walker and Alan Redley waited 
patiently at the Museum one evening until the bird 
arrived.  Kenny the Kestrel was identified and named! 
 

 
 
The following week, Kate came to Marbury, where 
our workshop volunteers helped her build a kestrel 
box.  This will be put up at the Museum to encourage 
Kenny to take up permanent residence. 
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Ranger News 
 

Winter Wonders 
 

 
As we all recover from the festivities and look 
towards the New Year we can enjoy some winter 
wonders around Northwich Woodlands.  The starling 
murmuration in the late afternoon is probably the 
most spectacular sight we host throughout the year, 
with thousands of starlings flying in formation over 
the mere before descending into the reed bed.  This 
year the display has been stop-start up to now but 
fingers crossed it will arrive in great numbers soon.  
As these birds descend into the reed bed, it’s also a 
great opportunity to see the ever elusive bittern, 
which skulks around in the reed bed until the 
starlings descend, when suddenly it appears with the 
intension of catching a starling for tea! 
 
This time of year is also a good opportunity to see 
other elusive birds; the kingfishers are busy fishing 
along the mere edge, often seen from the mere bird 
hide or in the faster running water of Forge Brook.  
Sometimes all you will see is a flash of blue and hear 
the high pitched call.  Lesser spotted woodpeckers 
are also easier to see at this time of the year with no 
leaves on the trees, as these tiny birds are drumming 
for a mate or territory.  At dusk tawny owls start to  
 

communicate to each other.  The arboretum is a 
good spot as they spend the day hidden in the dense 
evergreen trees; as they call to each other they start 
to give their position away. 
 
If snow falls it’s a good opportunity to try your 
tracking skills; look for footprints left by creatures 
such as dogs, rabbits or even a badger.  Visit the bird 
feeding stations to see what the seed and nuts are 
attracting.  We have tables at the two hides at 
Marbury as well as one near to the office and toilets 
and one at Witton Mill carpark, now all regularly 
topped up by our volunteers.  
 
Hoar frost is ice crystals developing on trees, plants 
and even cobwebs; this can be spectacular and a 
photographer’s dream. 
 
Don’t forget every weekend Beejou Catering are here 
with hot chocolate, soup and bacon butties to make 
the winter walk even more wonderful! 
 
Chris Moseley 
Marbury Country Park Ranger 

 

Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes;  Anderton Nature Park 
 

Thankfully we have had a couple of footpaths 
resurfaced as part of the continuing improvements 
programme, the footpath alongside Witton Mill 
Meadow being a top priority.  With the addition of a 
couple of new drains, we have hopefully fixed the 
long standing issue of flooding along this section. 
The new surface may take a little time to settle down, 
so may appear a little loose or spongy.  The 
contractor will pop back and compact the new 
surface as soon as the weather allows.  
 
Between now and the end of March we will begin 
cutting the reed bed.  This is something the 
volunteers enjoy - paddling about and lighting fires!   
All part of the stewardship agreements.  The area 
targeted this year is opposite Witton Mill car park, 
access to which could prove challenging. The work 
is, of course, necessary to prevent a massive build-
up of dead material which would cause the reedbed 
to dry out.  So if you’re out and about and spot the 
volunteers say hello; even better grab a fork and join 
in. Plenty of work for everybody.  
 
Lots of scrub bashing has been taking place in 
amongst the trees along the bund at Ashton’s and 
Neumann’s; the glades have been cleared.  We are 
benefiting from a lot of help from Fiona and her 
volunteers at Saltscape, coupled with our 
Wednesday/Thursday volunteers group.  Another 

session or two will see this work finished by the end 
of this month. 
 

 
 
The Community Payback Team have been working 
really hard at Marshalls Wood in Anderton Nature 
Park, cutting back path edges, and revealing the 
verges, whilst creating good views through the wood. 
The brash piles save us from sending it through the 
chipper and provide homes for lots of creatures.  
Slowly lots of nutrients are returned back into the soil.  
The cut stumps will regrow, no doubt softening the 
edges; I will follow up and tidy the odd stump with the 
chainsaw. Like all the other volunteers, the CP team 
are only allowed to use hand tools. 
 
Dave James
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Visit to Northwich Woodlands of Councillors Sam Dixon and Louise Gittins 
 

On Wednesday 25 January the Leader of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council, Cllr Sam Dixon, and 
Deputy Leader, Cllr Louise Gittins, came to 
Northwich Woodlands.  They met the 16 volunteers 
pesent on the day with the Rangers and joined in 
volunteering themselves. 
 
Cllr Dixon was keen to see for herself the new cabin 
facilities at Marbury.  She also went into the 
workshop and talked to volunteers about the various 
projects they are inolved with, which gave her an 
opportunity to see some of the benches being made 
in partnership with the Council, which will be taken 
and used at other Council sites. 
 
She had a few minutes to look at the Wheels for All 
project with Dave Bullock, which provides specially 
designed bicycles for people with disabilities. 
 
We then set off down Marbury Lane, stopping off at 
Haydn’s Pool to view several FoAM projects.  These 
included the sand martin bank, the hide built with 
support from Tata Chemicals, the two islands and the 
water supply to the pool, which had been provided 
through support from Inovyn. 
 

 
Louise Gittins and Sam Dixon  

with Alan Redley at Haydn’s Pool 

 
The Councillors then joined the volunteers who were 
hedge-laying with Ranger Chris Moseley on Marbury 
Lane.  They were enthusiastic about trying for 
themselves and were shown the rudiments by regular 
volunteer, Steve Head, before having a go. 
 

 
Steve Head with Cllr Dixon 

Their next stop was at Neumann’s Flash to look at 
the new community project to build Pod’s Hide. 
 

 
Explaining the Pod’s Hide project - 

 Ranger Dave James and Alan Redley 

 
Creating the path to the new hide involved removing 
a large number of tree roots.  Ranger Dave James 
showed Sam and Louise how to work safely and both 
Councillors went into action to remove some of the 
roots. 
 

        
                Sam Dixon                            Louise Gittins 

 
After getting back to Marbury, Cllr Dixon viewed a 
number of other FoAM projects including Marbury 
Lodge and the interpretation panels for Marbury Hall 
and the Arboretum.  She also went to look at the 
Marbury swimming pool. 
 
Before leaving, Cllr Dixon took the opportunity of 
thanking all the volunteers for their contribution, 
which helped make Northwich Woodlands a great 
place for people to visit.  Following the visit, she said 
she would very much like to come again later in the 
year to see more of the work we do. 
 
Alan Redley 
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Projects Update – Pod’s Hide
 
Preparation for construction of Pod’s Hide in memory 
of Pete Antrobus began in January, with clearance 
work to create a new path. 
 

 
 
In places the ground was rock hard and in other 
places stone was required to build the path up above 
the water level.  A big thank you to Tata Chemicals 
who donated 25 tonnes of stone to help with the 
project. 
 

 
Much hard labour was required! 

 
On two days Howard (Fred) Fearn and several other 
of Pete’s colleagues from Avian Ecology joined in 
helping with the project. 
 

   
 
At this stage they weren’t sure it beat working in the 
office! 

 

     
 
Finally, the hide started to take shape: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Debbie Antrobus 

 
We expect the hide to be open in March. 
 
Alan Redley 
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“I think that I shall never see - A poem lovely as a tree” 

Trees decked out in their autumn glory are a 
wonderful sight to behold and especially so if the day 
is gifted with a smiling sun and a clear blue sky.  Sad 
to say that Mary’s October tree walk was not so 
blessed.  However this did not daunt the twenty plus 
souls who braved a grey Saturday morning to 
meander through the Marbury Park Arboretum and 
beyond.  It is surprising how many wonderful trees 
there are in these woodlands: 
 

 
 
A Lucombe Oak - a cross between a Turkey Oak and 
a Cork Oak.  Nurseryman William Luscombe felled 
the original hybrid in Exeter in 1785 and kept wood to 
make his coffin.  However the Devon climate and 
William not dying until he was 102 meant the wood 
had rotted and could not be used. 
 
The oldest Yew in Cheshire is believed to hide 
behind the fences surrounding the swimming pool 

compound.  The species itself is very ancient, long 
associated with death and rebirth.  It’s entirely 
poisonous except for the fleshy parts of the fruit and 
yet is very important in cancer treatments. 
 
The Handkerchief tree (native to China) is 
spectacular in late spring when reddish purple flower 
heads are surrounded by dangling white bracts; its 
fruits dangle too! 
 
The Tulip tree (native to North America) has tulip 
shaped flowers in summer and distinctive leaves that 
turn butter-yellow in autumn. 
 
The Candyfloss tree is so named because the scent 
of its rotting leaves smell of caramel. 
 
The more common Beech trees were still stunning in 
their colour even though the sun was being shy and 
the Red Oak with its overly large leaves was also 
trying to put on a show. 
 
So many trees with so many stories but no more 
space available here to divulge their secrets…best to 
book a place on the next walk to learn more.  
 
Thank you Mary again for all your efforts – I always 
come away knowing more than when the walk 
started. 
 
Sally J Walker 
 

 

             
        Handkerchief Tree – Flowers and Fruit   Yew Tree              Tulip Tree 

 
 

Spring Time Decorations – Sunday 9th April 
 
To celebrate the arrival of the fresh green spring foliage we are holding a new event – a workshop in time to create 
some Easter wreaths and arrangements.  Sessions will be at 10.00 am and 1.00 pm  at Marbury Lodge/Rangers’ 
Cabin.  Materials will be provided.  Booking is essential.  There is no charge, but donations welcome. 
For information contact:  Joanne Redley 01606 44728 or email jarhillcliffe223@aol.com   
 
 
 

Your Newsletter 
 

We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the Newsletter.  
Email items to Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin 
marked for the attention of Joanne.  Items deadline for the Spring issue: Friday 7

th
 April. 

 

   

mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com
mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com
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Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday 19

th
 February 

Homes for Wildlife 
Bringing back into the programme an opportunity to 
make and take away a nest box to put up in your 
garden (as part of National Nest Box Week) or perhaps 
a bug home.  No charge, but donations welcome. 
Meet:  10.00 am – 4.00 pm at the Rangers’ Cabin/ 
Marbury Lodge 
For information contact: Anna Cooper  01606 891683 
 

 
Sunday 16

th
 April 

Bodge, Chip and Whittle 
Come and join the Rangers and volunteers to see 
demonstrations or even have a go at traditional crafts 
including besom making, wood turning, willow weaving, 
whittling and other similar activities. 
Meet:  Anytime between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm at 
Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Dave James on 01606 77741 
or email: david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  

Monday 13
th

 March 
Butterflies of Cheshire 
An illustrated talk by Rupert Adams, Conservation and 
Education Officer for Butterfly Conservation’s Cheshire 
and Peak District Branch.   
Meet:  7.45 pm Comberbach Memorial Hall 
For information contact:  Alan Redley  01606 44728 
 
 

 
Sunday 22

nd
 April 

Spring Time in Marbury Country Park 
A guided walk at this wonderful time in the Park to see 
the early woodland flowers. 
Meet:  10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
 

Northwich Woodlands Events Booklet 2017 
  

Copies are now available of the Events Booklet for 2017. Although the 
diary of events for the year is published in the Autumn Newsletter, the 
booklet gives more details of the events, and also includes Rangers’ 
events.  Our thanks to Graham Walker for preparing the booklet. 

 

               
  

 
Christmas Decorations Workshop 

 
The Christmas decorations workshop continues to 
attract old hands and newcomers and, as always, there 

were some stunning creations  There was even some 
sunshine.  Marbury Lodge came into its own yet again! 
 

   

                                    
                                                                                      some satisfied customers                                                                                 

 
 

mailto:david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
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The club meets for classes every Saturday at Marbury Country Park; we also run KC Approved Puppy Courses & 
Dog Classes and offer 1:1 advice for behaviour problems. 
 
Normally, for this article I answer questions that people ask about problems they’re having with their dogs. 
In this issue, I’d like to share a message from an owner whose dog is very nervous in the car…. 
 
 Hi Mike,  
I attended puppy class about 18 months ago with 
Sasha, our miniature Jack Russell.  Sasha has 
always been very nervous in the car; she won't 
sit, even on my knee, and shakes/pants 
constantly. The vet recommended drops to put in 
her food leading up to a long journey but these 
didn't work.  We have friends we like to visit who 
are 3-4 hours away and I hate putting her through 
the journey, as she will stand all the way!  Even 
short trips from Comberbach to Marbury Park are 
an ordeal for her.  Is there anything you can 
recommend that we can do to help her? 
 
A: This is a common problem and fortunately there 
are a few things you can do. 
 
Firstly she shouldn't sit on your knee; it's not safe and 
besides, fussing and cuddling her won’t reassure her 
at all.  Quite the opposite in fact: inadvertently, you’re 
rewarding the way she's feeling!  Put her in a small 
travel crate with soft, non-slip bedding, carry her 
outside and put the travel crate in the passenger 
footwell.  That's the place of least movement in a car; 
it's also darker and quieter and she won't be able to 
see things flashing by.  (For larger dogs you would 
put them in a crate in the boot with a blanket over the 
top.) 
 

Desensitise her to the car.  This means putting her in 
the car several times a day.  Open and close doors 
but don’t go anywhere.  You just sit quietly next to 
her and catch up on your text messages.  Five 
minutes later take her out and back inside, no fuss, 
no big deal.  Build up these sessions to being able to 
start the car engine and then progress to driving the 
car up and down the driveway - after that, short 
journeys etc. 
 
Herbal calming drops will help but there are different 
types and you need to find one to suit your dog.  
Dorwest is highly recommended, as is Simply Pets 
Calming Formula.  As an alternative your vet may 
have already suggested a DAP collar (Dog 
Appeasing Pheromone).  Thundershirts (dog wraps) 
are also very popular these days for calming all sorts 
of anxious behaviour. 
 
And finally… anxiety-related problems are often 
made worse by the owners being oversensitive.  
Without realising it, we can easily give the wrong 
signal to our dogs, so resist the urge to fuss her.  
Instead, try changing the way you do things and by 
acting as though the car is no big deal your dog 
should start to settle down. 
 
If you’ve got a question, or a subject that you’d 
like me to cover, email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk 

  

Photo Competition and Exhibition 
 

All entries for the competition were collated and 
judged on  Saturday, 1st February by our 
experienced judges.  Thanks to all who submitted 
photos.  Twenty-nine people submitted seventy-six 
entries, a similar number to last time. 
 
There were submissions in the three main categories 
but none in the video clip section, which was tried out 
as an experiment to test demand, but not found to be 
popular. 
 
I don’t wish to pre-empt the judges’ comments, but it 
seems to me that the standard is as high as ever with 
some outstanding entries. 
 
Results will be announced in our Exhibition on 
Saturday, 11

th
 March at Comberbach Memorial Hall 

from 10 am to 4 pm.  All are welcome and there will 
be an opportunity to join in picking the “Visitors’ 
Choice”. 
 

Don’t forget there will be another showing on Sunday 
19

th
 March at the Rangers’ Cabin in Marbury from 10 

am to 4 pm. 
 
Please try to come to either, or both, of these venues 
and see some remarkable pictures taken in the 
Northwich Woodlands. 
 
Jim Jeeves 
 

 
John Hopkins’ “Frosty Winter Walk” 

a previous “Visitors Choice” 

The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
Q&As about dog training 
 

mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk
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