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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

What Happened to Summer? 
 

                      From the Chair
 
Unreliable weather means it must be summer!  Many 
of our recent events have been impacted by poor 
weather, but those who did turn out have been well 
rewarded. 
 
Once again, Mary Jeeves organised a Bring and Buy 
Plant Sale.  Not only does this give gardeners a 
chance to stock up on plants, but it also provides 
welcome donations for the group. 
 
Our moth trappers were out on Saturday 18

th
 June to 

show visitors moths which had been trapped 
overnight.  Dave Bedford and Liz Bentham, 
supported by Paul Hill, identified the moths trapped 
and shared their knowledge with visitors.  Thanks 
also to Brenda Yates for organising the event. 
 

 
Elephant Hawkmoth 

 
Two photographic workshops were run by Simon 
Davies on 22

nd
 June and 6

th
 July.  Both were well 

attended and a great success.  These workshops 
encourage beginners and experts to consider their 
photographs in a different light. 
 
Mary Jeeves led a guided wildflower walk on 2

nd
 July.  

Her plant knowledge is exceptional and 86 species of 
wildflower were found on the day.  You can read 
more about this event later in the Newsletter. 

Another highlight was the opening of our Saltscape 
Trail; the culmination of a project which has taken 
several years to come to fruition.  Now that the trail is 
open, we hope it will encourage visitors to explore 
the area between the Lion Salt Works and the 
Anderton Boat Lift and gain an appreciation of the 
impact which the salt industry has had on the area. 
 
Much of Northwich Woodlands would not be the 
fantastic asset it now is without the salt industry. 
 

 
Opening the Saltscape Trail 

 
FoAM supported the Third Annual Pedal Power 
Festival, which this year started outside the Rangers’ 
Office at Marbury.  Despite soggy conditions, the 
event was a great success and 500 cyclists took part. 
 
Our Picnic in the Park attracted less people this year 
- perhaps put off by the poor weather forecast and 
dismal afternoon.  However, it stayed fine in the 
evening and the sun even broke through for a short 
period.  Those attending were treated to a fantastic 
and varied selection of music provided by Brenda, 
Steve and Peter from Northwich Folk Club, Lee 
Mackenzie of Big Soul and Rebecca Holland, an ex-
student of Sir John Deane’s College.  My thanks go 
to all of them for providing such a high standard of 
entertainment for our event. 
 
Alan Redley
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Park Seating and Picnic Benches 
 

The volunteers assisted CWAC in several ways 
during the demolition of the old site buildings at 
Marbury and the installation of our new facilities.  
Some helped clear the site by dismantling or 
demolishing old buildings, laying cables and pipes, 
and filling countless skips.  Others plumbed in 
services and undertook site joinery tasks. 
 
As a result of seeing the contribution the volunteers 
had made, CWAC approached the Rangers and 
workshop volunteers and asked if they would be 
prepared to manufacture or repair picnic benches 
and park seats for any of the public parks under the 
stewardship of CWAC. 
 
The volunteers agreed that they would be prepared 
to help, but Northwich Woodlands projects events 
and work on behalf of FoAM had to take priority.  Any 
spare resource would then be given to CWAC 
requests.  The volunteers felt that it was important to 
help and support other Friends Groups and Rangers 
maintain their own park infrastructure. 
 
After discussion, two designs were selected for 
manufacture.  These are simple designs that any 
Friends Group should be able to construct using 
basic tools found in any garage.  To date, one park 
seat and two picnic benches have been constructed 
at Marbury and have been installed at Shakerly Mere 
and Anderton.  Another has been repaired and 
returned for re-installation.  The picnic bench has 
been designed to allow easier wheelchair access to 
each end. 

 

 
 
Five park seat kits have now been prepared at 
Marbury and will be available for other volunteer 
groups and Rangers to construct and install at their 
sites.  Each stage in the process is being 
photographed and short written instructions 
prepared, though hopefully not at the IKEA level of 
interpretation.  This advice should benefit other 
groups by giving construction information and a list of 
useful tools. 
 
This should enable CWAC to continue to provide 
park seating at a price cheaper than buying in 
seating commercially, and benefit FoAM by helping 
with tools and consumables for its projects in support 
of Northwich Woodlands.  
 
Workshop Volunteers 

  

Photo Workshops 
 
Again this year the workshops proved to be 
successful and popular events in FoAM’s 
programme.  Those attending expressed satisfaction 
with the arrangements and format of the sessions.  
Each session began with taking photographs in areas 
of the park; we then retired to the ‘classroom’ 
amenity of the new Rangers’ Cabin, which was much 
appreciated.  This provided the opportunity for 
everyone to view the photos just taken and for Simon 
to give his comments and show how some photos 
could be improved and given the 'wow’ factor. 
 
The weather for the first workshop was ideal and 
Simon was pleased with results; he gave some 
photos ‘gold stars’! The weather for the second 
workshop was more challenging.  It soon became 
apparent that the poorest light conditions can, with 
care, not prove to be a massive problem if you know 

your camera’s features.  With Simon’s expertise, 
photos from the second session provided some 
excellent atmospheric pictures. 
 
It was noticeable in both sessions that, with cropping 
and slight adjustment to the light balance, a good 
‘snap’ can be made into something rather special.  
The photographer is able to put some of his or her 
feelings into a work of art, creating atmosphere. 
 
Simon Davies is an excellent tutor and his manner 
encourages you to think a little more before pressing 
the shutter. 
 
I have not featured any photos here as they may be 
wanted for competition entries. 
 
Jim Jeeves

 

 

Your Newsletter 
We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email items to 
Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the attention of 
Joanne.  Items deadline for the summer issue:  Friday 7

th
 October  Many thanks. 

 

  

mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com
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Marbury Country Park – Ranger News 

 

Weed or Wildflower? 

 
Regular visitors to Marbury Country Park will have 
noticed the two fields where the cattle graze this year 
appear to be very overgrown.  There are several 
reasons for this, including low cattle numbers; only 
24 at the moment when other years up to 40 have 
been grazing.   
 
Another reason for the large amount of grass is the 
exceptional growing season with lots of warm wet 
days through the summer. The far field is heavily 
infested with ragwort, a poisonous weed if the cattle 
eat it.  Fortunately they only show interest in it once it 
has been cut or sprayed or they get really hungry due 
to a lack of grass. 
 
The intention is to move the cattle out of that field 
and top the ragwort flowering heads and collect them 
in a trailer.  They will then be dumped and burnt. This 
only stops the plants from seeding; they will continue 
to grow and will require topping again in September. 
 
In previous years we have boom sprayed the whole 
field which kills the ragwort, unfortunately this also  
 

 
kills many of the wildflowers which we strive to 
support. The alternative is to spot spray each plant 
which is very expensive. The two fields are part of an 
agreement with Natural England where payments are 
made annually to support this management. The 
fields this summer are alive with insects and many 
wildflowers so this is working if we can keep on top of 
the ragwort! 
 

 
 
Chris Moseley 
Marbury Country Park Ranger

 

Anderton Nature Park, Carey Park and the Flashes – Ranger News
 
The weather continues to be a little dull and damp 
and this is affecting the contractors’ ability to make 
hay.  Witton Mill meadow, although cut mid July, 
ended up being collected as haylage.  This is a cross 
between hay and silage; the moisture content is 
higher than hay and the haylage is plastic wrapped, 
thus promoting fermentation, similar to silage.  As 
long as the cut grass has been turned a couple of 
times the benefits are the same as making traditional 
hay.  The only drawback being that it is unsuitable for 
horses. 
 
I would hope for some better weather in August so 
the meadow at Carey can be cut and dried for 
traditional hay.  The meadow looks really good with a 
fantastic array of flowers including the bright yellow 
meadow vetchling, the deep red of the single flowers 
of grassland vetchling, plenty of self heal and, to our 
great delight, several hybrid marsh orchids alongside 
one or two bee orchids. Once the meadow has been 
cut, we need to collect some green hay to spread 
and seed other areas.  The contractor finds some 
areas difficult to cut by tractor, so they will be done 
by hand; a chance for the volunteers to have a go 
with scythes and our little green machine. 
 
At the entrance from Leicester Street, the area is now 
maturing with regular mowing.  The wildflower areas 
previously hidden amongst the scrub can now be 
seen.  Large amounts of comfrey and vetches are 
easily visible.  Unfortunately, we can now see the 
Himalayan balsam, ragwort and a rather large patch  
 

 
of Japanese knotweed.  All three of these invaders 
are unwelcome.  With a little help from the volunteers 
we can sort out the first two.  However, we need 
some professional help and a herbicide treatment to 
sort out the Japanese knotweed. 
 
Bicycle Sculpture: In amongst the flowers alongside 
the young, recently revealed lime avenue leading up 
to the bridge you may notice a rather large bicycle.  
Its previous home was the centre of the roundabout 
at the end of Leicester Street near the station.  It has 
a new home amongst the flowers - with a lick of paint 
it looks brand new.  I hope to fill the baskets with a 
few flowers next year. 
 
At Haydn’s Pool, the cattle will soon reappear to do 
their good work by eating the tall grasses.  The areas 
in front of the bird hides are now difficult to see 
through, due to the tall vegetation.  If the warm, wet 
growing weather continues, we will cut back once the 
birds have completely finished breeding.  The good 
news for the Pool is that oystercatchers were 
successful and have reared one youngster; which is 
now often seen on the meadow at Witton Mill.  In 
Marshalls Wood, a good display of fragrant orchids 
could be seen.  The scrub is a little high and will be 
tackled over the autumn.  The temporary fence 

blocking the loop path as you leave the glade will be 

removed very shortly. 
 
Cheers Dave J 
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Saltscape Way-marked Trails Project 
 

It seems a long time ago that I first got involved with 
the overall Saltscape Landscape Project, when Mary 
Jeeves and I attended Saltscape Community Forum 
meetings.  Later, FoAM provided a letter of support to 
be submitted to the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
along with the overall Saltscape Landscape 
Partnership bid. 
 
In the meantime, I worked with Ranger Dave James 
to develop a FoAM project which we hoped would 
secure a portion of the overall funding to be used in 
Northwich Woodlands. 
 
Our proposal was for way-marked trails linking the 
Anderton Boat Lift with the Lion Salt Works, which 
would encourage visitors to explore the area and  
interpret the impact of the salt industry on Anderton 
Nature Park, Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes. 
 
We wanted to improve access from the Lion Salt 
Works along Ollershaw Lane into the Woodlands.  To 
do this, we planned to construct a boardwalk 
spanning the pipelines owned by chemical company 
Inovyn, which run alongside Neumann’s Flash.  
 
Before we could achieve this plan, we needed 
agreement from Inovyn to cross their pipelines. Their 
support has been crucial to the success of the project 
and Inovyn’s John Boundy was enthusiastic from the 
beginning and provided support and the link to 
Inovyn throughout the project. 
 

 
The new boardwalk crossing Inovyn’s pipelines 

 
Once the overall Saltscape Project had received 
approval, we worked up our way-marked trails project 
in detail with the help of the Saltscape Project Team. 
 
Our project includes individual interpretation panels 
to be placed near the Anderton Boat Lift and the Lion 
Salt Works, at each end of the trail.  The project also 
includes oak way-marker posts, finger posts and a 
leaflet containing a map and walk instructions. 
 
The Saltscape Trail comprises a ‘figure of eight’ route 
(about 6 miles or 10km).  It is two circular walks, 
each about 3 miles or 5km.  The Dragonfly Walk 
starts from Anderton Boat Lift car park and the 
Orchid Walk from near the Lion salt Works. 

 

 
John Boundy and Alan Redley cut the ribbon 

 
FoAM’s project was completed in June, when John 
Boundy and I opened the trail and I thanked all those 
involved for their support.  John said “We hope the 
new trails will give people, especially families, the 
opportunity to explore the Woodlands and gain a 
greater awareness of what was here in the past”. 
 

 
Ranger Dave James 

 
Dave James explained some of the background to 
information on the panel and said “it’s incredible how 
many species thrive here in spite of, and in some 
cases because of, waste left behind by the salt 
industry”. 
 

 
Rachel Maskill, Dave James, Alan Redley and John Boundy 

 
The trail, made possible by funding from the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund is part of a programme of 
improvements under the Saltscape Landscape 
Partnership.  Saltscape’s Rachel Maskill said “the 
trail is an important milestone for the Saltscape 
Partnership”. 
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The opening was well attended by volunteers and 
was supported by Rachel, Saul Burton and Hannah 
Petrie from the Saltscape Team, Jason Lambert and 
Steve Christie from Cheshire West and Chester 
Council and by our Marbury Ward Councillors, 
Norman Wright, Don Hammond and Lynn Gibbon. 
 
The Lion Salt Works and the Anderton Boat Lift have 
also supported the project and way-markers on the 
canal tow path were installed by the Canal and River 
Trust. 
 
Many thanks also need to go to Mary Jeeves and 
Frances Findlay for help with drafting text, walking 
the route several times to check the accuracy of the 
instructions and for proof reading the panels and 
leaflet. 
 
The photographs were kindly supplied by Nick Jones.

Following the opening of the trail, Dave James 
offered to lead a walk onto Ashton’s Flash for those 
present to see for themselves some of the 
wildflowers which are only there because of the 
impact of the salt industry. 
 

 
Ashton’s Flash 

 
Alan Redley 
 

************************************************************ 
 

Pedal Power 
 
HUNDREDS of cyclists braved wet and gloomy 
weather for a much-loved celebration of the humble 
bicycle in June. 
 
The third annual Pedal Power Festival took Marbury 
Country Park by storm with 500 riders of all ages and 
abilities joining a variety of rides and sportives and 
enjoying stalls and activities in the Festival Village. 
 
Nick Jones, from the organising committee, said: 
“Despite soggy conditions there was a brilliant 
turnout and people really enjoyed themselves – 
we’ve had great feedback.  “The rain came down in 
earnest just as our five-mile family ride started, which 
seems to happen every year, but I think this adds to 
the enjoyment as everyone comes back covered in 
mud and with big smiles on their faces.” 
 

 
 
The Pedal Power Festival is a community event run 
in conjunction with Northwich Town Council and 
supported by Winsford and Middlewich town 
councils, which hosted the feed stops on the Salt 
Towns Shaker 35 and 80-mile sportives. 
 

 
This year’s festival included a new 20-mile ride to the 
Lion Salt Works, with a feed stop run by Saltscape.  
Participants received goodie bags at the finish, with 
gingerbread medals provided by Roberts Bakery.  
Riders of the 35 and 80-mile routes also tucked into 
free curry courtesy of Northwich restaurants Kanya 
Café Bar and Bistro and Holdi. 
 
Cllr Andrew Cooper, a Northwich town councillor and 
member of the organising committee, praised 
everyone who helped make the day a success.  
“Events like this live or die by their volunteers and we 
had an amazing group of people on the day who put 
a lot into it and helped the event go without a hitch,” 
he said.  “Everyone had a great day, people really 
enjoyed themselves and there was a great buzz in 
the festival village.” 
 

 
 
The rides were started by world champion track 
cyclist Lee Suthard and town mayor Cllr Kevin 
Rimmer, who spent the morning at the event and 
gave out goodie bags at the finish line.  Cllr Rimmer 
said: “The festival had a real family atmosphere, it 
was a cracking event.” 
 
Gina Bebbington 
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A walk on the wild side 
 

July 2nd found nine brave souls (plus Mary and Jim) 
braving an English summer’s day.  The weather was 
actually pretty good to us with only one real shower 
of merit.  The walk began at Anderton Boat Lift and 
meandered down passed the Dragonfly Pond, along 
the River Weaver and back through the heartlands of 
Anderton Nature Park.  Our ‘hit-list’ of 77 wild flowers 
last seen in the area only a few days before actually 
became 86!  Common buttercups and daisies gave 
way to rarer gems such as wild celery on the salt-
scapes and fragrant orchids on the lime-scapes.  
 
Mary’s walks are never just a ‘see’ experience they 
are ‘learning opportunities’ too.  On this outing we 
learned that red clover is the farmer’s friend and 
ragwort his nemesis, but this creates a problem as 
the caterpillars of the cinnabar moth really love it!  
The caterpillars of the common blue butterfly on the 
other hand love to feast on bird's-foot-trefoil, black 
medick and white clover.   
 
The common stinging nettle, avoided by most of us, 
provides food for the caterpillars of the peacock 
butterfly and it comes in male and female varieties – 

the flowers of the female nettle droop down and 
those of the male branch horizontally. 
 

 
 
Thank you Mary, for your knowledge of the flora 
found in our local woodland, and for the time you 
spend and the patience you show in taking your 
guided walks through both Marbury Country Park and 
Anderton Nature Park. 
 
Sally Walker 

 

                                         
   
 
 

Work Experience
 

I am currently spending time on work experience with 
the Rangers and volunteers and was helping clear 
the pond dipping stage in preparation for an event.  I 
came across something that I hadn’t seen before and 
have since found out that it is the shed larval skin 
(exuvia) of a dragonfly.  When I got home I started 
researching and believe that the exuvia I found is that 
of a southern hawker dragonfly   
 
The southern hawker dragonfly spends three years 
living as a nymph in ponds and lakes.  Southern 
hawker dragonflies have a black body with green 
markings and a male also has bright blue on its 
abdomen.  It is 70 mm in length and is one of the 
most common species of dragonfly across the uk.  
They are quite happy to be around people, and breed 
in slow flowing water, though if they have the chance 
to breed in still water such as a pond, they will. 
 
 

 
Dragonfly nymphs are vicious and are known to 
ambush fish as well as tadpoles and aquatic insects. 
 
In July and August the nymphs climb up onto any 
plants in or touching the water so that they can 
transform into a dragonfly.  The exuvia in the picture 
was found on some marsh grass. 
 

 
 
After three years of living in the water, the nymph will 
emerge and transform into the dragonfly, which now 
sticks to a diet of flies that it catches on the wing. 
 
Josh  

      welted thistle 

 

meadow cranesbill  fragrant orchid 
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Picnic in the Park 
 
Our Picnic in the Park once again suffered the 
vagaries of British summer weather, a cool day with 
rain threatened particularly in late afternoon.   
 
So it was a smaller but very select audience who 
gathered to barbecue and enjoy the programme of 
live music.  Indeed, enjoyment is the word because 
we were fortunate to have three sessions with very 
talented musicians.   
 
This year we had hired a professional PA system 
which really made a difference.  Our opening 
session, featured Brenda, Steve and Peter from 
Northwich Folk Club.  We were then very lucky to 
have Lee Mackenzie of Big Soul for a lively session 
which he had kindly agreed to fit in before another 
engagement later that evening.  The evening closed 
with a fabulous session from Rebecca Holland, a 
very talented local young singer. 
 

 
Lee 

 
 
 

 
Rebecca

        

Forthcoming Events
  

Sunday 9th October 
Autumn Bird Walks, Northwich Woodlands  
See migrating and wintering birds at Haydn’s Pool, 
Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes.. 
From: 10.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 – 4.00 pm. 
Meet:  Cumberland Car Park, Northwich 
For information contact: David Bullock 01606 781981 

Saturday 29th October 
Parkland Trees 

A guided walk looking at the wide variety of trees in 
Marbury Country Park, including the Arboretum. 
Meet:  10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury 
Lodge 
For Information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 

Wildflower Meadows 

 
Visitors to Marbury may remember the planting of the wildflower meadows – funded with a grant from WREN and 
local community support – as long ago as 2010.  These photos show how the meadow has been maintained 
through the years.  We are delighted to discover several areas in the meadow by the scrape (where, sadly, few 
dragonflies have been seen this year) covered in a haze of colour. 
 
 

                     
                      2010                                                                       2011                                                                         2016 
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The club meets for classes on Saturdays at Marbury Park. We also run puppy courses, KC dog classes and offer 
1:1 advice for behaviour problems
 
Hi Mike, 
This might sound like an odd subject to raise but 
I hope you can give me some advice on how best 
to clear up my dog’s poo when I’m walking in 
Marbury Park and Anderton?  Everyone I talk to 
seems to have a different opinion, ranging from… 
 

1. Always bag it, pick it up and use 
the bin by the gate 
2. If we’re in the dog exercise area 
near the entrance to Marbury then it can 
be left to rot 
3. Use a ‘Stick & Flick’ into the 
undergrowth if we’re in the woods 
4. That poo bags can be left in piles 
by the side of the main paths for 
collection by the Rangers 

 
A: The simple answer is to always clear up after your 
dog …please!  This isn’t just good manners, it’s a 
legal responsibility.  Humans can pick up infections 
from dog poo, the most serious being Toxocariasis, 
which is more likely to affect young children.  
 
The dog exercise area close to the park entrance will 
be redefined soon.  It’s ok to leave the poo to rot 
there, but ideally pick it up, especially if it’s close to 
the pathways.  Extra poo bins have been sited close 
to the entry and exit points of both Anderton & 
Marbury parks (as well as all our popular dog walking 
areas), but unfortunately these entrances also seem 
to be the areas that are littered with piles of dog poo.  
Owners must simply think that if one person’s 
allowed their dog to poo there then why shouldn’t 
they - either that or they simply don’t realise that their 
dog has stopped to do it.  
 

 
‘Stick & Flick’ sounds like an easy option but please 
don’t do it.  Lots of children like to explore the woods 
and play hide & seek and besides you don’t want to 
pick up the wrong end of a stick that someone else 
has just used!  
 
Aside from the hygiene and cost issues, dog fouling 
is a consistent source of complaint by the public and 
it gets dog lovers a bad name.  The message is 
simple: carry a poo bag with you when you’re out 
with your dog and bin the waste, don’t leave it 
dangling from a tree or in a pile by a path!   
 

 
 
The Rangers can, and will, ban people from the Park 
and Woodlands if they don’t clear up properly; and 
remember the local Dog Wardens and Cheshire 
West and Chester Council’s new Community 
Enforcement Team now have the power to issue 
fixed penalties (you can also contact them to report 
someone who doesn’t pick up waste on 0300 123 
7033). 
 
If you’ve got a question, or a subject that you’d like 
me to cover, email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk  

Photo Competition. 
 
Just the usual reminder to start sorting out your entries, which need to be in by 31st December 2016.  Some entries 
have already been submitted, so it is never too soon to enter.  Any queries, please contact me at  
jim.foam@icloud.com  or 01606 77688. Details can be found on FoAM’s website www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk  
 
Jim Jeeves

 
Pruning Workshop 

 
Earlier this year, volunteers worked in the orchard 
with Ranger Dave James to tidy the area up and 
install guards around the trees to protect them from 
damage.  On Wednesday 20

th
 July, FoAM paid for an 

orchard pruning training workshop run by Katie Lowe.  
During the workshop, which was organised by 
Brenda Yates, volunteers learned about summer 
pruning and how to keep the orchard in good shape.

 

Summer Events for Children 
 
There is still time to book on Pond Dipping and Bug 
Hunting events in Marbury Country Park. Suitable for 
children of all ages.  Morning and Afternoon sessions 
available. 
 
For more information contact Rangers Chris Moseley 
or Dave James on 01606 77741 or email : 
marbury@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

 

The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
Q&As about dog training 
 

mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk
http://www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk/
mailto:marbury@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

