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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

The Arrival of Spring Brings Changes All Round 
 

                      From the Chair
 
As we come up to our AGM, it is hard to believe that 
the first year of my term of office as Chair is almost at 
an end.  There have been many highlights, but 
completion of the new facilities at Marbury has to be 
the outstanding feature of the year. 
 
The start of the project to replace the toilets, 
Rangers’ Cabin and Volunteers’ Cabin goes back 
several years to when Mary Jeeves was Chair.  
There was a particular problem with access to the 
disabled toilet and Paula Kelly helped Mary 
understand the issues. 
 
Mary, Anna Cooper and I met with Maria Byrne, 
Head of Place Operations and Sue Fernandes, 
Environment Client Manager in March 2015.  We 
discussed how FoAM could work with the Council to 
improve facilities for visitors, particularly in the light of 
the potential for additional visitors which would arise 
from the Baron’s Quay development and the 
Winnington Village. 
 
The discussions were very constructive and 
recognised that Northwich Woodlands is a major part 
of the green infrastructure in the area and also its 
importance to the Health and Wellbeing agenda. 

We have continued to work in partnership with Sue 
and her team and the end result can be seen in the 
new up-to-date facilities which were opened by Maria 
Byrne on 21

st
 April.  You can read much more about 

the new facilities later in the newsletter. 
 
You can also read about footpath refurbishment and 
work to improve the entrances to the Woodlands 
from Baron’s Quay.  We are already talking about 
possible further changes and look forward to 
continuing to work with Sue on the next phase of 
improvements in the Woodlands. 
 
Our 17

th
 AGM will take place at 7.45pm on Monday 

16 May at Comberbach Memorial Hall, so please 
remember to put the date in your diary and book your 
place for the quiz and supper which will follow the 
AGM at 8.15pm. 
 
David Bullock’s term of office as Treasurer comes to 
an end at the AGM and I should like to take the 
opportunity to thank David for his work.  We are 
seeking someone to take on the role for the next 
three years.  If you are interested, please let me or 
any other Committee Member know. 
 
Alan Redley

 

 
Opening Celebration
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Spring has arrived at Last! 
 

After a protracted winter with 
rather more rain than we needed 
we have finally been able to 
welcome and enjoy some lovely 
spring weather and the changes 
it brings to the Woodlands.  The 
spring flowers are out in 
abundance, the fresh green 
leaves are appearing on bushes 
and trees, and the birdlife is 
flourishing on the mere and in 
the Woodlands.  In just a few 
weeks’ time, though, the birds 
will be almost invisible, so now is 
a great time to visit.  Also, look 
out for the orange tip and 
brimstone butterflies. 

Check on FoAM’s website for news and events, and pick up one of our 
colourful leaflets from outside the new Rangers’ Cabin at Marbury. 
 

                   
there are many ways to enjoy being in the park 

 

Improved Entrances to the Woodlands from Barons Quay 
 
No doubt many of our visitors who access the 
Northwich Woodlands from Leicester Street and use 
the Witton Mill car park will have noticed the scrub 
has been removed either side of the driveway leading 
up to the car park.  The old fences have been 
removed and a new lower, less intrusive, bird mouth 
fence has been constructed. 
 

 
 
Removing the scrub has given views of the river and 
exposed the lime tree avenue which was planted 
several years ago. 
 

 
 
It has also made more of the artwork that covers the 
gantry supporting the steam pipeline. 
 
Future management will involve mowing and 
strimming the area on a regular basis with the 
inclusion of a wildflower meadow to be cut at the end 
of the growing season. 

The Ladybird Gates, which form the entrance to the 
Woodlands at Carey Park off Cumberland Street, 
have also been improved. This makes more of the 
views by lowering hedges and removing a small 
section of a planted area.  The path has been 
improved by laying fresh stone and the addition of a 
drain will help keep the area dry underfoot. 
 

 
 
To help guide people into the Woodlands, new brown 
tourist signs will direct traffic from Leicester Street 
towards Witton Mill car park.  After travelling 
underneath the height barrier, a new Welcome sign 
will advise people that they are only 300m from the 
car park.  A new board will also replace the 
vandalised board at Carey Park.  The addition of a 
fingerpost by the pavement will direct people towards 
the immense recreational area which is on their 
doorstep. 
 
This work makes a much more fitting entrance to the 
Northwich Woodlands, on a par with the entrances at 
Marbury and Anderton.  We are very conscious that 
the town centre is slowly gravitating towards the 
boundary of the Woodlands, so we expect increasing 
footfall in the future. 
 
Dave James 
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Anderton Nature Park, Carey Park and the Flashes - Ranger News
 

Reedbed Cutting and Willow Thinning 
 
We waited and waited and finally the weather 
improved.  The water level on the river dropped just 
in time, and eventually we were able to cut the 
reedbed alongside Witton Brook.  The volunteers and 
I then removed a lot of the scrub willow, which will be 
treated so it does not return.  
 

 
 
I have left a couple of mature trees, which I think add 
to the landscape value of the area. The reed will be 
allowed to grow for another three years before we cut 
it again.  This process is essential to maintain a nice 
healthy reedbed, which certain birds and 
invertebrates such as leopard moths find attractive.  
Next year, I would hope to cut the opposite bank and 
do something very similar with the willows. 

Tree Thinning 
 
Finally managed to cut back the birch trees across 
the bund between Ashton’s and Neumann’s, thus  
appearing to widen the path and open up the area. 
This work complements the very busy wood 
allotment holders, who have been thinning the birch 
trees within the wood. 
 
The reasoning behind this work is to increase the 
amount of light reaching the ground, thus benefiting 
the flowers and therefore the insects such as the 
dingy skipper butterfly, which should be on the wing 
mid-May.  If you would like to track down and see this 
butterfly, you can join us on the guided walk on the 
23

rd
 May. It starts at 10am; meet at Marbury Lodge, 

Marbury Country Park. 
 
Further work in this area will concentrate on the 
removal of the wood fencing which surrounds 
Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes.  The planted trees 
have become well established and now form an 
effective barrier.  I have a group of volunteers booked 
in from TATA who are looking forward to a day of 
destruction. 
 
Cheers Dave J

 

Marbury Country Park – Ranger News 
 

Spring, Summer, Winter!! 
 
As we all enjoy some long awaited dry spring 
weather and listen to summer migrant birds arriving, 
we are already preparing for the winter.  
 
We are currently in the process of ploughing and 
sowing the winter bird forage areas at Dairy House 
Meadows.  These areas are sown annually to provide 
a vital food source throughout the winter, as the birds 
feed from the seed these plants provide.  The seed 
we are sowing has kindly been bought by FoAM and 
will be sown by the volunteers, by hand! 
 
FoAM has also kindly bought some wildflower seed 
from the National Wildflower Centre in Liverpool.  
This seed will complement the existing wildflower 
meadows at Marbury Country Park and provide the 
diversity and colour which visitors and wildlife enjoy.  
These wildflower meadows were sown several years 
ago and are starting to be encroached with grasses.  
The intention  this spring is  to  cultivate small  areas  

 
 
within the meadow and sow the corn field annual 
seed which consists of corn poppy, corn marigold 
and corn cockle, amongst others. 
 
The Cheshire Bat group inspected the bat boxes at 
Marbury Country Park in mid-April to reveal some 
surprising results.  One box was found to contain 11 
Soprano Pipistrelle Bats; one male with ten females!  
Another box revealed two rare Nathusius Bats with 
rings on from the previous survey work carried out by 
the South Lancashire Bat Group.  These results 
continue to show how Marbury Country Park and the 
surrounding area are regionally important to the bat 
population and more survey work is planned this 
summer. 
 
Enjoy the summer. 
 
Chris Moseley 
Marbury Country Park Ranger 

 
 

 

Your Newsletter 
We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email items to 
Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the attention of 
Joanne.  Items deadline for the summer issue:  Friday 3

rd
 July.  Many thanks. 

 

 

mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com
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Celebration of the Opening of New Facilities at Marbury – 21 April 2016 
 

I was delighted that Maria Byrne came to Marbury on 21 April to open the new facilities with me.  It was a glorious 
spring morning and we were also joined by our Marbury Ward Councillors, Parish Councillors and representatives 
from Inovyn and Tata Chemicals Europe, all of whom have supported our activities over many years. 
 

 
 
 
I welcomed Maria and thanked all those who have supported FoAM over the years and reminded everyone that the 
project had resulted from the meeting which Mary Jeeves, Anna Cooper and I had held with Maria and Sue 
Fernandes in March 2015.  I also took the opportunity to thank Sue and her team - Jason Lambert, Steve Christie 
and Paul Davis -  for working with us so effectively to complete the project successfully. 
 

    
 
Before cutting the ribbon, Maria Byrne said “What I saw when I came here was vision, input, drive and 
determination and partnership working.  The new building is really important, but it’s not the building that makes a 
place successful.  The facility wouldn’t mean anything without the work everyone puts in”. 
 
She thanked everyone at FoAM and explained that the reason she thought it was an important project to move 
forward was because of the work, volunteering and commitment from FoAM. 
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The new facilities include toilets, a Rangers’ Office, kitchen and a large versatile room which can be used by 
volunteers and opens up the possibility of use for meetings or as a classroom. 
 

 
 

A key feature of the new facilities is the landscaping of the surrounding area to a single level, which provides 
disabled access to the toilets and all the other rooms.  Gary Warburton, Ian Briscall and their team from Mid 
Cheshire Grounds Maintenance Ltd carried out this work, which is a major part of the development. 
 

        
 
20 FoAM volunteers, working with the Rangers, filled planters around the area and also put in plants along the 
roadway fence.  These were chosen to provide a screen and also to encourage bees and butterflies. 
 

 
Articles made by volunteers on display in the new classroom  

 
Ranger Dave James said: “This is a fabulous facility and I’m sure we are going to make a lot of use of it – we have 
wanted a classroom for as long as I’ve been here and that’s 21 years”. 
 
The celebrations were rounded off by everyone enjoying a fantastic buffet prepared by Janet and Barbara of 
BeeJou Catering, who provide high quality food and refreshments in the Park every weekend and Bank Holidays. 

 
Alan Redley  
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Northwich Running Club 

 
Northwich Running Club was formed in February 
2015 by a small number of friends, to create an 
inclusive club where anyone at any level can enjoy 
running in a supportive, structured and friendly 
environment.  Since then, through this approach, we 
have grown to a club with 180 members and we 
continue to grow as more people see the great things 
we get up to.  As the club has grown, there has been 
a demand for kids activities too, and we have always 
been keen to promote family activity and running for 
beginners etc.  Hence the junior parkrun idea was 
conceived and in quick time put together and 
implemented. 
 
Parkrun is now a national/ international phenomenon.  
Founded in 2004 as a 5k free adult run every 
Saturday in London, the creator has rolled this out to 
the rest of the world and, more recently, created 
junior parkrun, a 2k run for kids.  These are NOT 
races.  The ethos is amazing!  All events are 
managed and organised by volunteers. 
 
Northwich junior parkrun has its own Northwich 
badge, which allows the event to have a wider 
identity and also ties into the Northwich Woodlands 
name.  It is entirely feasible also that over time the 
location could be adjusted - for example starting from 
Carey Park.  Currently, public transport links to 
Marbury  are  somewhat challenged.  NRC received  
great support from local Councillors, England 
Athletics and club member donations in order to get 
£3000 together to start the event.  This fund was 
matched by the national parkrun organisation. This 
was all hard work, but so worthwhile! 

In a very short time the attendance has grown from 
approx. 60 on the first day to 117 on the 5

th
 event 

and of course many kids are running with parents/ 
carers who aren’t counted.  The fun and seeing the 
faces of all involved is wonderful! 
 

 
 
We have organised a series of races on June 19

th
 

called Northwich Festival of Running to encourage 
people to be more active.  Hopefully, if we can grow 
this event each year, we will be able to use some 
proceeds to contribute to the parklands that we use 
and love so much. 
 
The Rangers at Marbury have been wonderfully 
supportive and helpful with all our activities and we 
can see the great work that FoAM and the Rangers 
do for all the Woodlands areas. Look us up on 
Northwich Guardian’s website and facebook. 
 
Contact for more information:  
team@northwichrunningclub.com or 
www.northwichrunningclub.com  
Alan Wilcox 

 

Photographic Competition 2015/2016 
 
Don’t forget to take your camera when you visit the 
Park. The photographic competition is in full swing 
and spring photos taken now will be needed for the 
competition entries for this year. We expect to be 
able to exhibit the entries throughout our area again 
and new venues will be added. 

 
Waiting for the Woodcock 

 
I stand on the bridge. 
My guide sets off to rustle up the bird. 
Silence descends, broken only by great tit  
 alarm calls. 
I focus on dense undergrowth. 
Distant roars of sporting achievement from the 
 football stadium interrupt my thoughts. 
From an unexpected direction I see a clear 
 silhouette of the bird. 
 
Jo Baker 
 
This poem was sent in by a participant on the Bird 
Walk in Big Wood in January. 

 

 

War Time History of Marbury 
 
An audience of more than 65 attended the second 
illustrated talk given by Clive Brookes on his further 
research into the war time history of Marbury.  No 
doubt the story doesn’t end here! 
 

Spring Time Walk in Marbury 
 
The Woodlands were showing at their very best for 
this very popular event in the calendar and a larger 
group than usual were able to benefit from Mary 
Jeeves‘ extensive knowledge of the many varieties of 
woodland flowers. 
 

 

mailto:team@northwichrunningclub.com
http://www.northwichrunningclub.com/
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Forthcoming Events 
 

AGM, Quiz and Supper 
Monday 16th May at 7.45 at Comberbach Memorial Hall 

 
Entry Fee: £10.00 (includes supper and prizes) 

 
Food by Cheshire Caterers 

(Vegetarian and gluten free options will be available; 
just order when booking) 

Drinks: BYO. Please bring own wine/beer glasses. 
 

We are looking forward to a lovely supper and some 
fierce quiz competition after our AGM.  

 

The Quiz will start at 8.15 and teams will be available 
to join on the night. 

 
Those who wish to attend only the AGM are very 
welcome and there is no cost for this. 
 
Book with Anna Cooper by 9

th
 May by emailing: 

annacooper31@hotmail.com or phoning  
01606 891683 or 077881 43903 

************************************************************ 
  

Monday 23rd May and Monday 4th July 
Northwich Woodlands Wildlife Walks 
Two  2 hour walks to look at the flora and fauna of the 
Northwich Woodlands, visiting areas normally 
inaccessible to the public.  Aimed at patient wildlife 
enthusiasts;  in conjunction with the WEA.  Travelling by 
own transport to other areas.  Please bring suitable wet 
weather clothing and stout walking shoes/boots. 
Meet: 10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge. 
Contact:  Dave James on 01606 77741   or e-mail: 
david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
 

Saturday 28th  and Sunday 29th  May 
Bring and Buy Plant Sale 
Our Annual Plant Bring and Buy Sale, held in Marbury 
Country Park,  has been a huge success because you 
generously provided us with vast numbers of plants to 
sell. Any plants will be most welcome – annuals, 
seedlings, perennials, salads, herbs, vegetables, and 
any others you may have - if possible labelled and in 
pots.  Thank you. 
From 10.00 am – 4.00 pm at the Ranger Cabin/ 
Marbury Lodge. 
Contact:  Jim Jeeves  01606 77688 
 

 
 
 

Saturday 18th June 
Breakfast with Moths 
Join FoAM’s regular moth trappers to see the range of 
beautiful moths attracted to the traps on the previous 
night.  Traps are set and moths released regardless of 
weather.  Croissants and orange juice available for 
breakfast.  Donations welcome. 
Meet:  9.30 am Marbury Country Park 
Contact  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 
 

Saturday 2nd July 
Wildflower Walk in Anderton Nature Park 
A guided walk in Anderton Nature Park to view the 
many summer wildflowers. 
Meet: 10.00 am Anderton Nature Park car park 
Contact:  Mary Jeeves  01606 77688 
 

Saturday 18th July 
FoAM Picnic in the Park 
FoAM’s celebration of summer in the park!  Bring your 
own picnic or food to barbecue.   
Meet:  5.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Alan or Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
 

 
 

Photo Workshops 22nd June and 6th July
 
The dates for the first two Photo Workshops have 
now been set and lists of those interested are being 
made.  There is a limit of 10 places for each session 
so if you are interested and want to know more, 
please get in touch with me by email or phone.  Last 
year the workshops were a great success and 
enjoyed by all.  Simon, the photographer leading the 
workshops, has an excellent manner and certainly 
knows his subject.  

 
Please book your place as soon as you can to avoid 
disappointment.  Money will be collected on the day. 
 
Contact: Tel 01606 77688 - Please leave a message 
if there is no reply (I promise I will get back to you), or 
email at jim.foam@icloud.com 
 
Jim Jeeves  

mailto:annacooper31@hotmail.com
mailto:david.james@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
mailto:jim.foam@icloud.com
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.                         
   
The club meets for classes on Saturdays at Marbury Park. We also run puppy courses, KC dog classes and offer 
1:1 advice for behaviour problems
 
Hi Mike, 
We’re having a few problems with Bailey, our 
10mth Sprocker.  At times, mostly in the evening, 
he just won’t settle and is running around like an 
idiot, barking, nipping at us, stealing things and 
going mad for half an hour or more.  We’ve tried 
putting him in his crate but he just whines and 
pants and recently he’s started chewing his feet 
while he’s in there.  When we met for training at 
Marbury on Saturday, you suggested that we try 
redirecting his energy into movement training but 
that doesn’t work, he just can’t concentrate on 
what we’re doing.  It’s a shame because for most 
of the day he’s a joy to live with when it’s just him 
and me, but he gets these mad bursts in the 
morning and evening – is he frustrated that the 
others in the family have left him alone all night 
and then again during the day?  

--  
A: This doesn’t sound like frustration, it sounds more 
like it’s related to food, especially if these mad busts 
are happening within an hour or so of him eating his 
morning and evening meals.  
 
Food can have a massive effect on a dog’s wellbeing 
and it’s one of the key things I look at when I’m 
diagnosing problem behaviour. Food should leave 
our dogs feeling calm and relaxed but, if the diet isn’t 
suitable for them, or it’s too rich in protein, then they 
will have to burn off that excess energy in one way or 
another.  It’s a bit like feeding children on party food 
and fizzy drinks, then giving them a bag of blue 
Smarties before going to bed, you know that you’ll be 
up with them all night! 
 

 
He’s 10 months old now so, if you haven’t done so 
already, move him onto an adult food.  You should 
notice a difference in his behaviour and ability to 
settle if you choose a low-protein, rice-based, dry 
complete food. 
 
Nigel & Bernie, from Oscar Pet Food, are often at 
Marbury on Saturday mornings; they’re qualified 
nutritionists and will help you to make the right 
selection, but if you’re buying from a pet shop then 
have a look at the composition label and avoid 
anything that starts with Cereals and Animal 
Derivatives.  A cereal in animal feed is a binding 
agent (e.g. wheat husk); animal derivatives can be 
beaks, feathers and entrails.  Also avoid colorants 
and additives – dogs are virtually colour blind so all 
those green and orange bits are there to make you 
think it’s enticing, not for your dog’s benefit.  Wheat-
based foods tend to be a little cheaper, but a lot of 
dogs have an intolerance to wheat. 
 
Ideally feed Bailey twice a day after his morning and 
evening walk and don’t leave food down for more 
than 10 minutes; if he doesn’t eat it then he doesn’t 
need it and he shouldn’t be fed again until the next 
mealtime. Encourage him to sit and wait, until you tell 
him “ok”.  Also bear in mind that dogs shouldn’t be in 
the same room with you while you and the family are 
eating.  Send Bailey to his crate/bed at meal times 
until you’ve finished.  Don’t allow him to sit and watch 
and never feed your dog with food from your table or 
your plate.  

 
If you’ve got a question you’d like me to cover, 
email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk 

 
Plant Sale 

 
You will have noticed that our plant sale takes place 
in May. Please remember to save any extra cuttings 
or plants you may have and either bring them to the 
Park one or two weeks before 28th May, or on the 
day. It helps if plants are in pots and labelled. 
 

In the past we have had a wide selection of good 
quality plants - flowers, herbs and vegetables. The 
event has been very well supported and we hope it 
will be this year. 
 
This is recycling at its best! 

 
Nature Tots 

 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust are continuing with their 
popular Nature Tots Club at Marbury Park this spring. 
The group is aimed at 2-5 year olds and takes place 
every Tuesday morning in term time.  The children 
take part in activities outdoors in the lovely 
woodlands in the Park. They have lots of fun 
exploring, playing games, making crafts and having 
stories.  Outside play is extremely important to young 
children as they develop social, physical and 

emotional skills in the natural environment.  So why 
not bring your little ones outside and join in the fun? 
 
Booking is essential and costs £3.00 per session. 
 
Further details from Robyn at 
rmoseley@cheshirewt.org.uk or on the website 
www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/what’s-on 

 

The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
Q&As about dog training 
 

mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk
mailto:rmoseley@cheshirewt.org.uk
http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/what's-on

