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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Come to the Woodlands to Catch the  
Splendid Autumn Colours 

 

                      From the Chair
 
The relationship between FoAM and the Council’s 
Ranger Service has been built up over more than 15 
years and is held up as a ‘best practice’ example of 
how the voluntary sector can work with the Council to 
achieve far more than the sum of its parts. 
 
Earlier this year, we had a very constructive meeting 
with Maria Byrne, Head of Place Operations, and 
Sue Fernandes, Environment Client Manager, to 
discuss how FoAM and the Council can continue to 
work together to seek solutions which both safeguard 
and develop Northwich Woodlands as a key asset for 
the town and wider area. 
 
Following that meeting, I am pleased to let you know 
that regular meetings have since been established 
with Sue and they continue to be open and 
constructive. 
 
This relationship with the Rangers’ Managers is 
particularly important given the financial pressure on 
the Council, which impacts all services, including the 
Rangers. 
 
FoAM and volunteers have been active over the last 
few weeks with a busy and varied set of events. 
 
FoAM helped the Rangers organise two ‘Dog Days’ 
designed to encourage responsible dog ownership.  
The first took place at Marbury on 12 August and the 
second at Anderton on 9 September.  Both events 
were a success and we plan more for next year. 
 
Volunteers worked with Rangers Dave and Chris to 
help with events on 12 September as part of 
Northwich Heritage Day.  Events took place in 
Northwich Woodlands, the town centre, Lion Salt 
Works and Anderton Boat Lift, including tractor rides 
which linked the town centre with Marbury. 
 
FoAM hired a Woodmizer for the Heritage Day and 
you can read about the amount of timber cut later in 
the newsletter. 

 
Brenda Yates organised two well-attended Fungal 
Hunts on 26 September, led by Fungalpunk Dave. 
 

 
a total of 81 species were found on the day 

 
A ceremony to mark Northwich Woodlands retaining 
its Green Flag Award took place on Wednesday 7 
October.  A large number attended and were treated 
to a superb buffet prepared by Janet and Barbara of 
BeeJou Catering, our regular caterers at Marbury. 
 
On Thursday 8 October, we took the FoAM display 
panel to a Volunteering Event at the new Brio Leisure 
Centre, organised by the Saltscape Team. 
 
Dave Bullock organised two Bird Walks on Sunday 
11 October, both of which were well attended.  They 
were led by John Gilbody, whose enthusiasm and 
detailed knowledge was appreciated by everyone. 
 
15 October saw FoAM at the Lion Salt Works for the 
launch of the Weaver/Gowy Partnership Action Plan, 
which aims to improve the rivers of mid-Cheshire and 
their surroundings. 
 
Finally, I should like to thank Lorraine Brannan for all 
her efforts as Secretary over the past 18 months.  
Lorraine and Martin are planning to move to France 
and we wish them all the best in their coming 
venture.  I should also like to welcome Anna Cooper 
as our new Secretary. 
 
Alan Redley  
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Photographic Workshops

 
It is hoped to run the extremely successful Photographic workshops again this year.  The dates have yet to be 
finalised but, since booking is essential and numbers strictly limited, we ask that anyone interested in these events 
let us know at 01606 77688 or email jim.foam@icloud.com as soon as possible.  Your interest will be registered 
and you will be informed of the dates prior to you needing to make the booking.  The first two sessions will probably 
take place at the end of June and the start of July.   
 
Jim Jeeves 

 

Upcoming  Events  
 

Sunday 13th  December 
FoAM’s Christmas Decorations Workshop 
Come to our annual workshop to create some 
stunning decorations for your  home from natural 
materials gathered in the woodlands. 
From:  10.00 am – 12.00 pm by the Rangers’ 
Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact: Joanne Redley 01606 44728 

 

Saturday 16th January  
Astronomical Event 
Join the Astronomers from Liverpool Astronomical 
Society for an evening of star gazing and exploration 
of the night sky. 
Meet:  6.30 pm at Anderton Memorial Hall 
For information contact:  
Brenda Yates 01565 733197 

 

 
Saturday 23rd January 
Bird Walk in Big Wood, Marbury Country 
Park 
How many birds can you identify in the park?  Details 
and checklist on www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk  
Meet:  2.00 pm at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  
David Bullock 01606 781981 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Autumn Bird Watch Alert
 

The time has arrived to make sure to come to 
Marbury as dusk is approaching if you want to catch 
one of the most spectacular scenes of the year.  
Settle at the Mere hide to view the fantastic flocks of 
starlings – known as ‘murmurations’ - as they circle in 
simply amazing formations before descending into 
the reed bed.  

 
It is also a time of hopeful expectation of the arrival of 
a bittern, or maybe more than one bittern, to 
overwinter in the reed bed.  We have had these very 
secretive birds at Marbury over the past few years.  
We will post on the web site when we have a reliable 
sighting.

 

Photographic Competition 2016
 

Now is the time to start taking pictures for the next 
competition, if you haven’t started already.  The 
closing date is 31

st
 December 2016, but with the 

Autumn in full sway it is a good time to start now;  
colours next year might not be as good as this year.   
 
The categories will be ‘Landscape’, ‘Wildlife (flora 
and fauna)’ and ‘Work, Rest and Play’. 
 
The rules for the competition can be found on 
www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk or can be collected 
from the Rangers’ Cabin. 
 

For the 2016 competition we have added an extra 
group, using the same categories, for video clips.  
Clips should be of not more than 30 seconds’ 
duration and may come with sound if you wish.  This 
is an experiment to see if we can make use of our 
new facilities for showing videos. 
 
If you need further information, please contact me: 
 
01606 77688 or jim.foam@icloud.com 
 
Jim Jeeves 

  

mailto:jim.foam@icloud.com
http://www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk/
http://www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk/
mailto:jim.foam@icloud.com
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Ranger News  - Hedgelaying and Work on the Flashes 
 
Lots to do as the Autumn sweeps in and that includes 
blowing the leaves off the paths.  The wood 
allotments have been as popular as ever with over 
twenty people wanting to join this year.  I am 
concentrating around Ashton’s Flash along the bund 
as the trees are casting large amounts of shade and 
out competing the birds-foot trefoil, orchids and lots 
of other plants.  Let’s not forget the lepidoptera; the 
dingy skipper and the six belted clearwing both 
frequent these areas.  A really good side effect of this 
work is that this will also keep the bund relatively 
open and more welcoming for visitors.  With our 
volunteers, I also intend to cut some of the larger 
birch closer to the path so that it will be a little safer.  
 

 
Deciding where to start laying the hedge! 

If you have been visiting the park from Witton Mill 
Meadow you will have noticed the volunteers have 
carried on hedgelaying adjacent to Marbury Lane, 
again opening the view and making the park more 
welcoming.  The height of the hedge and the girth is 
perfect for volunteers and hedgelaying beginners.    
 
We have two dates for your diary if you want to have 
a go - Saturday 21st November and or Wednesday 
the 25th November.  We provide the tools and a little 
help; if you’re interested give me a ring and book 
yourself on the event.  Hopefully we can lay the 
hedge all the way to the double gates and perhaps 
beyond this year. 
 
I can see the volunteer faces all smiles and happy 
grins when I tell them it’s also time for scrub bashing 
on the flashes; it’s a really thorny problem we have 
but somebody has got to do it!  A nice warm fire and 
lots of cake at lunchtime keeps the spirits up. 
 
Cheers for now Dave J 
 
 
PS What a fantastic autumn! 
 
The colours have been lovely this year.  I expect to 
see some fantastic pictures for the competition!

 
 
 

Winter Work Begins 
 
 
As the autumn colours descend on the countryside 
the winter work programme begins, with volunteers 
helping to hedge lay, clear scrub and fell trees.  The 
work at Dairy House Meadows has involved the 
clearance around the pond, which was last carried 
out over ten years ago. 
 
This work is known as pollarding, where the trees are 
cut at chest height, traditionally to protect the 
regrowth from grazing.  However, in this case it is to 
allow light to the pond yet protecting it from 
disturbance from visitors and dogs.  The dead hedge 
around the pond is to prevent erosion of the bank 
from dogs jumping in and out of the pond.  The rough 
grassland around the pond area will be mown 
annually to prevent tree growth and encourage a 
wider diversity of flora. 
 
The work at Marbury will involve the felling alongside 
the Mere edge, as this scrub woodland management 
continues into year eleven!  The clearance of trees is 
to enlarge and improve the area for summer visiting 
birds such as Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Garden 
Warbler.  Over the years, the breeding bird numbers 
have increased with record numbers of singing 
Chiffchaff recorded this summer in this area.

More work at Marbury includes, increasing the views 
across the Mere and opening up the lost terraces 
near to the bird hide as well as hedgelaying between 
the fields. 
 

 
 
 
Enjoy the autumn colours. 
 
Chris Moseley  
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W & T Gibson Ltd Comes up Trumps Again 
 
Once again, W & T Gibson Ltd of Kingsley Mill have 
come to the rescue of Marbury’s birds this winter by 
kindly offering to donate the bird food for our two 
feeding stations. They first donated bird food in the 
2010/11 season, making this the sixth year of their 
support.  
 
As a result of their generosity, you will be able to 
enjoy watching a wide range of species feeding in 
front of the hide overlooking the Mere as well as the 
one in Big Wood. From April to October, food is 
generally plentiful in and around the Park but, as 
autumn turns to winter, supplementary feeding helps

 to sustain our local bird populations, together with 
the migrant Finches and Thrushes that visit the Park. 
 
FoAM is extremely grateful to Gibson’s for their 
generous and continued support. If you should want 
to buy your own bird food from them you can find 
them at: 
 
Kingsley Mill,  Mill Lane, Kingsley, Cheshire WA6 
8JA.  Tel: 01928 788 210 
 
Alan Garner 
 

 
 

 

 
Ratty Comes to Anderton Nature Park

 
I was visiting Anderton Nature Park looking for 
dragonflies when I was dismayed to see a rabbit 
shoot out of the undergrowth hotly pursued by that 
most unwelcome of visitors, a mink. 
 
I was rewarded for staying longer when, a few 
minutes later, I was delighted to watch a water vole 
swim across a pond.  It’s the first time I’ve seen a 
water vole at Anderton and somewhat surprising, 
since the made up bank of the River Weaver in this 
area is not ideal habitat for them. 
 
The sighting has been reported to the County 
Recorder. 

 

 
Water Vole at Anderton 

 
Alan Redley

 
 
 
 

Memories of a Resident of East Park Hutments 
 
Pauline Campbell’s father worked for ICI and she has 
wonderful memories of living at Marbury: 
 
“The only time I remember the hunt coming into 
Marbury was absolute chaos; there were horses and 
dogs everywhere, as well as local children playing 
out.  In these days of stringent health and safety, it 
wouldn't be allowed. 
 
Anyway, we still lived at 127 East Park then, and the 
dogs were running riot everywhere, in and out of 
houses, including ours.  I don't know if they expected 
to find a fox, but what they did find were my Mum's 
cigarettes, a five pack of Woodbines, which they tore 
to shreds!  Mum wasn't too happy, not at all happy in 
fact! 
 
The dogs and horses then made their way to the 
bottom of the road and onto the field towards "Big 
Wood". 
 

I hope those dogs got their full nicotine intake that 
day, Mum certainly didn't.” 
 

 
Pauline with her family at Marbury, about 1960 

 
Pauline Campbell 
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Green Flag Award 
 
Rangers and volunteers were joined by Marbury 
Ward Councillors Norman Wright and Lynn Gibbon 
and Cheshire West and Chester Environment Client 
Manager Sue Fernandes, to celebrate Northwich 
Woodlands success in retaining the Green Flag 
Award.  The Award is the benchmark national 
standard, which recognises and rewards the best 
green spaces in the country. 

 

 
Lynn Gibbbon, Sue Fernandes and Norman Wright join Dave, Alan 

and Chris for the celebration

 
Rangers Chris Moseley and David James thanked all 
those involved for their efforts in helping retain the 
award. 

 

 
Enjoying the Celebration 

 
The judges were impressed by the co-operation 
between the Rangers and volunteers.  Their report 
highlighted the challenging maintenance standards 
set for the site and the significant financial and 
volunteer hour contributions which Friends of 
Anderton and Marbury (FoAM) have made to the 
development of the site 
 
After the celebration we moved to the Rangers’ cabin 
and enjoyed a superb buffet, which had been 
prepared for FoAM by Janet and Barbara of BeeJou 
Catering, who we are more used to seeing in their 
caravan at Marbury. 
 
 
Alan Redley 
 

 
Projects Update 

 
Saltscape Way-marked Trails Project 

 
We experienced some delays in the earlier stages of 
the project, both with placing contracts arising from 
internal changes within Groundwork and also with 
obtaining the necessary agreements with INOVYN 
(formerly INEOS Enterprises) for the new access 
path from Ollershaw Lane to cross their pipelines. 
 
However, I am pleased to report that contracts have 
now been placed for all the major parts of this project, 
consisting of: two interpretation signs; fifteen oak 
way-marker posts; three oak finger posts; a map and 
trail leaflet and a new access path from Ollershaw 
Lane. 
 
We have obtained agreement in principle with 
INOVYN for the new access path to cross their 
pipelines and are working on the final approvals. 

 
The new access path and boardwalk will be installed 
by local contractor David Plumbley of Plumbley 
Environmental Contractors Ltd.  Despite the earlier 
delays, we are still planning to complete this work by 
the end of the year. 
 
We have held several meetings to produce draft text 
and layouts for the panels and leaflet and this 
information has been sent to Shelley Signs, who are 
producing the interpretation panels, map and leaflet 
design for us.  My thanks to Mary Jeeves, Frances 
Findlay and Ranger Dave James for their invaluable 
help with this. 
 
 
Alan Redley 
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Woodmizer

On National Heritage Day, September 12, visitors to 
Marbury Park saw FoAM’s contribution to the national 
day of events in action. 
 
Volunteers, assisted by Rangers Dave and Chris, 
worked with a local arborist and his Woodmizer 
machine, to plank up oak, beech and ash trees from 
the park, and a maple from Marshall’s Arm.  The park 
trees were not felled deliberately for the day but were 
previously the victims of disease or the wind.  
Diseased trees have to be felled if they are a 
significant threat to the safety of Park users. 
 
The Woodmizer can cut planks up to about 4 metres 
(13 feet) in length and a metre (39 inches) wide.  The 
timber is loaded up by tractor and then the machine’s 
bandsaw travels through the wood, cutting planks to 
the programmed size.  A cutting list was developed 
based on the size of timber in the stock to be cut and 
the perceived needs of the workshop.  However, it is 
not until the tree begins to be planked that the final 
size is selected.  This decision is influenced by 
factors such as the grain patterns or “figuring” in the 
timber, the degree of disease found or the ability of 
volunteers to handle the weight of the cut material! 
 

 
 
The machine is quite fast and volunteers had to work 
quickly to move planks away and clean them before 
stacking them for removal.  The saw dust was 
removed from each plank because if this is left on, it 
will rapidly rot, turn black and discolour planks with 
black spots.  This can ruin timber being used in 
decorative projects.  The saw dust from the cutting 
blade was spread in the bushes of the park where it 
will be food for insects, but its wonderful smell did 
attract the attention of spectators and volunteers. 
 
Several tonnes of cut planks were taken to the timber 
store, where again each plank was individually 
cleaned and stacked.  Some cut material was 
100mm thick and very heavy.  However, as it dries 
out in store its weight will drop considerably.

Wood takes about one year to dry out for every 
25mm (one inch) of thickness, so it will be several 
years before some timber can be used. 
 

 
 
Planked timber is processed by volunteers for many 
purposes. Some has been used to re-clad the arch in 
the car park, manufacture signs and create the 
sculptures for the walk at Anderton.  Currently 
benches and Christmas products are being made for 
future sale.  Finally, charcoal production consumes 
the remaining wood.  The money raised by these 
sales goes to the funds held by FoAM that are used 
to the benefit of the park.  
 
In all, it was a strenuous week, re-organising and re-
stacking the timber shed to receive the new material, 
the lifting, cleaning and stacking produce on the day 
and finally the unloading, cleaning and re-stacking in 
the timber shed.  Volunteers are already convinced 
their hard work will be very rewarding for the future. 
 
Clive Brookes 
 

  
 

Volunteers made a bench  from timber felled in the 
woodlands which they presented to Mary Jeeves in 
recognition of her time as Chair of FoAM.

 
 

Your Newsletter 
We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email 
items to Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the 
attention of Joanne.  Items deadline for the winter issue: Friday 8

th
 January. 

 
 

 
  

mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com
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Saturday 16

th
 January 

Astronomical Event 
Join the Astronomers from Liverpool Astronomical 
Society for an evening of star gazing and exploration of 
the night sky. 
Meet: 6.30 pm at Anderton Memorial Hall 
For information contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 
 
Saturday 23

rd
  January 

Bird Walk in Big Wood, Marbury Country Park 
How many birds can you identify in the park?   Full 
details and checklist on 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam. 
Meet:  2.00 pm at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  David Bullock 01606 781981 
 
Monday 14

th
 
 
March 

Talk on Marbury  
An illustrated talk by Clive Brookes of Friends of 
Anderton and Marbury on his further research into the 
War Time History of Marbury. 
Meet:  7.30 pm Comberbach Memorial Hall 
For information email: foam@merseyforest.org.uk 
 
Saturday 23

rd
  April 

Spring Time in Marbury Country Park 
A guided walk at this wonderful time in the park to see 
the early woodland flowers. 
Meet: 10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Saturday 7

th
  May 

Dawn Chorus Walk, Marbury Country Park 
Join FoAM’s birding experts for this popular event for 
everyone interested in birds. 
Meet:  4.00 am or  5.00 am at the Rangers’ 
Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  David Bullock 01606 781981 
 
Monday 16

th
 May 

FoAM AGM, Quiz and Supper 
Meet:  7.45 pm Comberbach Memorial Hall.  There will 
be a charge for supper. 
To book for the Quiz and Supper contact :   
Anna Cooper 01606 891683 
 
Saturday 28

th
  and Sunday 29

th
 May 

Bring and Buy Plant Sale, Marbury Country Park 
Come and find something for house or garden at 
FoAM’s amazing plant sale.  All plants will be welcome. 
10.00 am – 4.00 pm Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge,  
For information contact:  Jim Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Saturday 18

th
 June  

Breakfast with Moths, Marbury Country Park 
Join FoAM’s regular moth trappers to see beautiful 
moths attracted to the traps on the previous night.   
Croissants and orange juice available for breakfast.  
Donations welcome. 
Meet:  9.30 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 

 
Photographic Workshops 1, 2 and 3  
The workshops will be  led by Simon Davies in Marbury 
Country Park.  The first is suitable for those with a basic 
experience with a camera who want to learn to get a 
better exposure and pick out the best shots.   
 
The second will be slightly more advanced and suitable 
for those with the ability to use semi-automatic or 
manual settings on their camera.   
 
The third will be an extension of Workshop 2 and will 
develop from the topics introduced in that workshop.   
 
Dates to be announced. There will be a charge of 
£10.00 for each workshop.  Booking essential. 
Meet: at 6.00 pm at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
To book a place contact:  Jim Jeeves  01606 77688 
 
Saturday 2

nd
 July 

Wildflower Walk in Anderton Nature Park 
A guided walk to view the many summer wildflowers.   
Meet:  10.00 am Anderton Nature Park car park 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves  01606 77688 
 
Saturday 16

th 
July 

FoAM Picnic in the Park 
FoAM’s celebration of Summer in the Park.  Bring your 
own picnic or food to barbecue.   
From:  5.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
For information contact: Joanne Redley  01606 44728 
 
Sunday 9

th
 October 

Autumn Bird Walks, Northwich Woodlands  
See Migrating and Wintering Birds at Haydn’s Pool, 
Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes. 
From 10.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
Meet:  Cumberland Car Park, Northwich  
For information contact:  David Bullock 01606 781981 
 
Saturday 29th October 
Parkland Trees 
A guided walk looking at the wide variety of trees in 
Marbury Country Park, including the Arboretum. 
Meet:  10.00 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Saturday 26

th
 November 

Mammal Trapping 
Join Marbury Ranger Chris Moseley to open the 
mammal traps set in Marbury Country Park 
Meet: 9.30 am at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact: Jim Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Sunday 18th December 
FoAM’s Christmas Decorations Workshop 
Come to our annual workshop to create some stunning 
decorations for your home from natural materials 
gathered in the woodlands.  Families welcome. 
From:  10.00 am – 12.00 pm by the Rangers’ 
Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Joanne Redley  01606 44728

  

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam
mailto:foam@merseyforest.org.uk
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The club meets for classes on Saturdays at Marbury Park. We also run puppy courses, KC dog classes and offer 
1:1 advice for behaviour problems.
 
Hi Mike, 
 
We have a 4 year old Cocker Spaniel who barks 
at other dogs.  He doesn't do it with all dogs so 
it's hard to judge when he will.  If a dog 
approaches him when he’s on the lead he can get 
quite aggressive but if he’s off the lead he runs 
away.  It’s really spoiling the enjoyment of having 
a dog; we love him to bits but find that we’re 
avoiding most of the places that we’d like to take 
him.  We’ve been told we need to socialise him 
but we’ve never been to training classes and 
don’t how do we do it?  Ashleigh  
--  
A: Socialising means getting your dog used to the 
world that he’s going to be living in and making sure 
that he feels safe and secure in a wide variety of 
places, situations and environments, so socialising 
needs to start at a very early age.  If puppies miss 
out on this during their formative months it can be 
difficult to change their mindset once they get older. 
 
Dogs are very sensitive animals, they live in a 
relatively limited world by our standards and they are 
only able to understand things that they experience 
directly.  We on the other hand build up our 
knowledge and familiarity through going to work, 
socialising at parties, reading newspapers and 

 
 
 
watching television – a dog has nothing like that to 
rely on.  
 
Since he was a puppy, your dog has been building a 
model of his world in his head.  He has experienced 
things that are safe and things that aren’t; 
unfortunately though his set of safe experiences 
seem limited to people and a home environment.  
Outside his comfort zone are a whole world of unsafe 
experiences; sadly, dogs fall into the category of 
‘unsafe’ and anything that challenges his stability will 
unsettle him and cause him undue distress.  
 
When dogs feel threatened by something they don’t 
understand and can’t control, they only have one of 3 
options: (1) flight; (2) fight; or (3) ignore.  
Unfortunately your dog is choosing option 1 or 2.  
What you’d prefer is option 3 but that will only 
happen by training.  Initially, I’d like to meet you and 
your dog for a private 1to1 session with my dog - 
we’d explore what’s going on, then work on a 
desensitising and familiarisation training programme 
to help him build confidence in your ability to look 
after him. 
 
If you’ve got a question you’d like me to cover, 
email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk 
 

 

Dog Awareness Days at Marbury and Anderton 
 
During the summer, Cheshire West and Chester 
Rangers and the Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
hosted two Dog Awareness Days.  Their partners on 
these occasions were Columb McPhillips, Dog 
Enforcement Officer for the borough, Ruth Turner, 
CWAC's Dog Warden, Mike Flannery of the Well 
Heeled Dog Club and Nigel and Berni Woodall who 
sell Oscar pet foods. 
 
Dog walkers were given free packs of biodegradable 
dog poo bags and an opportunity to talk through any 
issues with the five experts. A photograph and an 
article on the event were printed in 'Northwich 
Guardian' in August.  
 
Mike Flannery's dog training club sessions take place 
on Saturdays in the Rose Garden and nearby areas 
in Marbury. A range of classes offer lifelong learning 
for dogs and their owners, including puppy courses 
(www.thedogclub.co.uk). Nigel and Berni Woodall 
sell their Oscar pet food in the same area of the park. 
They are local and deliver their quality pet food free 
as well as offering expert nutritional advice 
(www.oscar.co.uk) 
 

During the September Dog Awareness day in 
Anderton Nature Park, many dog walkers 
commented on the lack of suitable bins for dog foul 
close to the car park. As a result, Columb McPhillips 
quickly negotiated with Cheshire West and Chester's 
'Street Scene' department and two new bins have 
been installed.  One is placed  between the exit from 
the car park and the Dragonfly Gates and the other is 
at the back of the car park before the path leading to 
Uplands. 
 
In addition, in the near future, a new notice will be 
placed above the 'Pay and Display' machine in the 
car park at Marbury Country Park.  
 
Dog fouling in public areas remains a national issue 
as well as being an ongoing problem in Northwich 
Woodlands to which there are about 250,000 visits 
each year. These Dog Awareness Days have led to 
some speedy, practical, actions.  FoAM and the 
Rangers are keen to continue hosting more Dog 
Awareness sessions in 2016. 
 
Frances D Findlay      

The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
Q&A’s about dog training 
 

mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk

