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Partnership Achieves Great Results 
 

 

                      From the Chair
 

It is hard to believe that six years ago I was writing this page when I became Chair of the group for a three-
year term.  I certainly didn’t expect to be taking on the role again!  In the intervening three years Mary Jeeves 
has been our Chair and, as my new term of office begins, I would like to take the opportunity to thank Mary 
for her work.  She has certainly left the Group in good shape both financially and with some new members 
on the Committee. 
 

 
The past few weeks have seen a busy and varied 
events programme.  The Dawn Chorus Walk and 
Spring Bird Walk took place on 2 May.  Both events 
were well attended and I would like to thank John 
Gilbody, Alan Garner and Greg Baker for leading the 
events and sharing their knowledge and enthusiasm 
with participants. 
 
Our Quiz was again successful, even though the 
prize was won by a Marshall’s Arm team and not by a 
team from our own group!  Thanks to John Gilbody 
for running the quiz and Anna Cooper for the 
evening’s arrangements. 
 
The Bring and Buy Plant Sale, organised by Mary 
Jeeves, raised an amazing £300 for group funds. 
 
In spite of poor weather, there was a good turnout for 
our Breakfast With Moths event run by Dave Bedford. 
 
Simon Davies ran two photographic workshops for 
FoAM, in Marbury Country Park.  The first was aimed 
at beginners and the second for those with slightly 
more advanced knowledge.  Simon encouraged 
everyone to switch off automatic settings and learn 
how to get a better exposure using manual settings.  
He also encouraged everyone to think about how to 
compose more interesting shots. 
 
Mary Jeeves led a Wildflower Walk in Anderton 
Nature Park in June and you will find a report of the 
walk by one of the participants later in the newsletter. 
 

Our Picnic in the Park was a great success, with 
around 150 people attending.  The weather was 
kinder this year, as we gathered and recalled having 
to cancel last year’s event due to thunderstorms. 
 
The SJD Brass Band, a group of 11 students from Sir 
John Deane’s College, put together a varied and 
accomplished programme of music under the 
direction of student Tom Wynne.  A dozen members 
of Northwich Folk Club also performed throughout 
the evening to add to visitors’ enjoyment.  
 

 
 
Finally, Ranger Dave James and I met with the 
Green Flag Award judges, who concluded that 
Marbury Country Park should retain its Green Flag 
Award.  They commented particularly on the 
excellent working relationship between FoAM and the 
Rangers, which achieves far more than the sum of its 
parts. 
 
Alan Redley  
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News from 'All the Goodness' 
 

Mark and Lorraine sent an update from Kyle of Lochalsh on 7th June. 

 
"Hope you are all well. Just wanted to let you know 
we are now officially open, and send you some 
pictures! 
  
We finally exchanged our boiler suits for aprons, and 
opened the doors last Friday (just in time for the 
Scottish Bank Holiday weekend!). It was slightly 
nerve-wracking on the first day but have settled into 
the new routine now and all is going well so far. 
  

 
 
Amazingly, there is even blue sky on the exterior 
photos - a rare occurrence at the moment.  It is still 
10C here (!) but, on the positive side, it seems to 
have stymied midge activity. [Eilean Donan Castle in 
view] 
 
Also included is a shot of the office - as yet 
unfinished but you can see 'Marbury Corner' where 

we have the watercolour, wooden artwork, and photo 
of the Lime Avenue.  We have copied the ingenious 
hanging method on the back of the wooden picture 
so we could mount our menu board on the wall in a 
similar 3D fashion! 
 

 
 
Harris [golden retriever pup] is almost fully grown 
now and is an adorable mixture of crazy, funny, 
mischievous, high-energy madness.  Now we have 
tidied up the shop side he is helping us renovate the 
house by unravelling the carpet.  We are patiently 
waiting for the big reveal in the hope that he unearths 
the original wood floorboards." 
 
Mark and Lorraine 

  

The Marbury ‘Caravan’ Comes of Age 
 
A new audio-visual system has just been installed in 
the CWAC caravan at Marbury Park.  The intention of 
this system is to provide a multi-media experience for 
all the visitors to the park. 
 

 
 
The system is capable of presenting slideshows and 
video with accompanying sound from a variety of

media sources - CD/DVD/Blu-ray and USB memory 
sticks.  The content for the presentations is planned 
to come from photographs and video, from not only 
members of FoAM, Marbury Rangers and volunteers, 
but also from such events as the bi-annual 
photography competition. 
 
The idea is to present not only the public view of 
Marbury and Anderton, but also to show what work 
goes on ‘behind the scenes’, to ensure that it remains 
a superb location for visitors; this is an important part 
of Northwich Woodlands of which most members of 
the public are unaware. 
 
NOTE: When the caravan is not in use, the 
equipment will be removed. 
 
Graham Walker  

FoAM Web Pages 
 
Graham Walker and I met with Tom Butlin at the 
Mersey Forest offices recently to discuss ideas to 
make FoAM’s webpages more attractive and easier 
to navigate.  With Tom’s help, we have made some  
 

 
changes already and further ones are planned.  Take 
a look and see the changes made so far. 
 
Alan Redley 
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Ranger News - Making Hay While the Sun Shines 
 

The hay meadow at Carey Park is now due its annual 
cut; the lovely floral display has a rich diversity of 
flowers, including large amounts of red clover, grass 
vetchling and the odd orchid.  Our local tenant farmer 
will be busy cutting and making the hay sometime 
after the middle of July.  This allows the seed to set 
and return to the soil when the hay is turned, which is 
a vital part of the drying process, maintaining the 
richness of flowers for the years to come. 
 
Just after cutting, and before the drying process 
begins, we will be collecting a small amount of the 
available cut grass, referred to as ‘green hay’, and 
moving it to help spread the seed and improve the 
diversity of flowers in other areas around the 
woodlands.  Many thanks to the volunteers for 
helping remove the ragwort; this is an essential part 
of the management. 
 
You may have noticed the fence around Ashton’s 
slowly disappearing.  The trees which were planted 
on the banks have matured and now provide a good 
natural barrier, so the fence is no longer useful.  
Fence removal has been initiated by the fence posts 
rotting at ground level and large sections of the fence 
line becoming unstable. 
 
Unfortunately, local youths, having finished school for 
the summer, once again had a large alcohol fuelled 
party in, and I believe on top of, the bird hide.  
Inevitably these parties end up with the drunken 
youths committing acts of vandalism and leaving 

inordinately large amounts of litter.   Please - if you 
see or hear this type of behaviour - report the 
incident to the police.  But, a note of caution, do this 
surreptitiously as you don’t want to antagonise the 
miscreants. 
 
As luck had it, 12 Environment Agency staff spent the 
day with us this month.  In the morning we were all in 
the reed beds at Witton Mill stomping on the 
Himalayan Balsam, as part of the reedbed 
management.  In the afternoon the EA’s staff talents 
for rebuilding the damaged bird hide at Neumann’s 
were put into operation, which also included painting 
the hide with a nice green shed paint.  All their work 
was greatly appreciated.  More hides got the paint 
treatment from the regular volunteers the following 
week. 
 
The Northwich Woodlands has retained its Green 
Flag status, and the judges’ comments are very 
complimentary.  They particularly liked the excellent 
working relationship we have between FoAM and the 
Rangers.  Long may it continue! 
 
Cheers Dave J 
 
Rangers have been banned from bringing their dogs 
to work, apparently on health and safety grounds.  
This means that after 13 years Blue is unfortunately 
no longer allowed to join me here.  Nothing he’s 
done! 

 

Ranger News - Beech Tree Loss 
 
Some keen eyed visitors may have noticed the large 
Beech tree in the field near to the garden centre has 
a rather odd hat on! 
 
The tree has slowly been declining for a number of 
years; it has had numerous fungal infections and we 
have spent money on trying to retain the tree for as 
long as possible.  This spring, the decision was made 
to reduce the tree to a height which wouldn’t pose a 
threat to visitors on the path and also damage the 
Fern-leaved Beech close by.  The tree has been left 
as a standing 20 metre monolith, which will provide a 
valuable dead wood habitat for years to come for 
insects, birds and bats. 
 
Over the last few years we’ve discussed the potential 
of attracting Osprey to the Northwich Woodlands as 
each year they pass over, sometimes stopping for a 
day to stock up, whilst on their migration either north 
or back south.  This standing Beech pole was an 
opportunity too good to miss.  The arborists 
(Eurotrees) were willing to hoist up a platform of 
plywood with various sticks screwed to it, with gloss 
paint splattered on to replicate an old nest site.  Let’s 
hope that the birds notice all the efforts and stay.

Ospreys at Marbury will certainly put Marbury 
Country Park on the map! 
 

         
 
Another old favourite of the Park has eventually 
succumbed to fungal decay and wind throw.  Two 
thirds of the biggest Beech tree in Big Wood came 
down this spring.  This tree is possibly around 200 
years old and was over six metres at its girth.  It will 
be left where it landed, unless we decide to utilise the 
timber for carving or furniture making. 
 
Chris Moseley 
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As we walked out one June morning… 

I always look forward to one of Mary’s walks.  In spring it’s a joy to share with others the sights of the bluebells 
carpeting Marbury Bigwood, the wildflowers edging Forge Brook and the many hidden gems of Hopyards.  The 
early summer walk at Anderton is another ‘must’ and this year we were again blessed with good weather… and an 
awesome list of 57 wildflowers!  A dozen of us (and Pip) set off from Anderton Boat Lift carpark in search of 
knowledge and the beauty and variety that is nature.  
 

 
 
The walk took us down to the dragonfly pond along the river Weaver then looped back through woodland clearings.  
One provided an abundant display of birds-foot trefoil, a carpet of wild strawberries in berry, and a few shy orchids; 
another was overrun with meadowsweet; and the meadow, a short distance from Anderton carpark, previously 
coloured pale yellow from the numerous cowslips was now dotted purple with cranesbill.  
 
We learned that early herbalists named and used plants according to the body-parts they resembled; that the daisy 
should be called Day’s Eye, that poor quality land provided an array of wild flowers because grasses would not 
compete, that ‘dog’ meant of ‘little use’ and that the difference between hemlock and common hogweed was the 
red-purple blotches (apparently known as ‘Socrates blood’ spots - my addition -) irregularly spaced on the stem.  
 
From the tantalisingly named mouse-eared hawkweed to the more anticipatory named purging flax, from the 
delicate appearance of enchanters nightshade to the more prickly appearance of the many varieties of thistles, 
and, from the delicious culinary expectations of wild marjoram to the less flavoursome out-comings of stewed 
hemlock root, Mary highlighted the wild variety of flora to be found in Anderton Nature Park.  The one thing not in 
obvious abundance this year, sadly, were the butterflies.  
 

                                                                      
 
The two hour walk went far too quickly.  I personally came away refreshed, more knowledgeable and - very 
importantly - comforted by the thought that come the autumn there would be a goodly supply of berries for 
chutneys, jams and wines – but I’m not saying from where - and of course Mary’s autumn walk. Thank you again 
Mary for your childhood relationship with ‘The Observers Book of Wildflowers’, your ongoing interest in plants and 
trees and your willingness to share. 
 
Sally J Walker 

 

 
Your Newsletter 

We welcome comments, ideas, photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email 
items to Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the 
attention of Joanne.  Items deadline for the autumn issue:  Friday 9

th
 October.  Many thanks. 

 

  

mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com


 

5 
www.foam.merseyforest.org.uk or northwichwoodlands.org.uk 

 

Projects and Grants Update 
 

Marbury Entrance Arch 
 

The timber cladding on the arch at the entrance to 
Marbury Country Park from the car park had 
deteriorated to such an extent that Chris Moseley 
decided it would have to be removed on safety 
grounds.  When he and I removed the old cladding, 
we had no idea where the funds to replace the 
cladding would come from. 
 
Subsequently, Chris managed to persuade our team 
of woodworking volunteers to create replacement 
pieces, cut from Turkey Oak, which had been felled 
in the Woodlands. 
 
The decayed pieces of wood removed from the arch 
were kept for use as templates and replacement 
pieces were cut and shaped from new timber. 
 

 
 

A trial fit of the first piece to be cut was carried out 
successfully in November 2014.

 
 

 
 
Over the next few months the remaining pieces were 
prepared and put in place.  The smiling faces of 
Bob, Mike and Clive are testament to the fact that it 
all fitted! 
 

 
 
The arch refurbishment was completed in July 2015.  
Without the effort and talents of volunteers Bob, 
Mike, Clive and others who have helped, it would not 
have been possible to refurbish the arch. 
 
Alan Redley 

 

Saltscape Way-Marked Trail
 

Behind the scenes, work has continued on the 
Heritage Lottery Funded project to create a way-
marked trail between the Lion Salt Works and 
Anderton Boat Lift.  The purpose of the project is to 
promote walks which help visitors interpret the 
impact salt has had on the environment in the area 
of the Flashes and Anderton Nature Park. 
 
A figure of eight trail has been devised and I have 
walked it in both directions with Dave James, Mary 
Jeeves and Frances Findlay to check the route, 
often in the rain!  We have also chosen the features 
to be highlighted on the leaflet and the two 
interpretation panels, which form part of the overall 
project.

 
Another project aim is to improve access, with a new 
link from Ollershaw Lane onto the existing path 
round Neumann’s Flash. 
 
We have agreed a way forward with INEOS 
Enterprises to secure permission to cross their 
pipelines in this area and have completed site 
investigations to ensure that the work can be carried 
out without risk of damage to their pipelines. 
 
We are now at the stage of tendering for design and 
installation of the new access and we are also ready 
to place a contract for the design of the walk leaflet. 
 
Alan Redley 
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Photographic activities 
 

The photographic workshop sessions were both very 
successful.  Rain was threatened on both occasions 
but did not materialise.  We finished the second 
session minutes before electric storms came on the 
hottest day of the year so far. 
 
Both sessions were fully supported and participants 
were provided with an entertaining and useful 
experience.  Simon, who led the workshops, not only 
had a full knowledge of his subject, but his 
communication skills were evident in the lively and 
sometimes amusing way he ran the sessions. 
 
In order to produce the results that we always 
wanted, but have been unable to achieve, Simon 
encouraged us to have our cameras set up in 
unfamiliar ways. 
 
It was obvious that the dictums of ‘practice makes 
perfect‘ and ‘if at first you don’t succeed try and try  
 

 
again’ need to be observed if we want to produce 
good photos! 
 
I hope we left with renewed enthusiasm, keen to 
demonstrate our new-found skills in the next FoAM 
photographic competition. 
 
Talking of which, the exhibition of the last 
competition’s photos around Northwich Woodlands 
has continued with showings at Barnton Library and 
Northwich Library (under the auspices of DAN). 
Favourable comments have come from both, and 
thanks must go to Graham Walker, who helped with 
the setting up of the exhibitions and Sally Walker and 
Frances Findlay who provided the contacts.  It is 
hoped to have further showings later this year. 
Details will be published in our monthly online news 
bulletins. 
 
Jim Jeeves 

 

 

And… 
 
After the recent great success of presenting entries 
for the 2014 FoAM photography competition at both 
Barnton library and Northwich library, a selection of 
past competition entries are being presented at 
Barnton library. 
 
The intention is to change the photographs on a 
fortnightly basis and we will, hopefully, be able to 
show entries as far back as 2006!  Not only will they 
be presented as framed prints, digital versions will be 
shown on the electronic picture frame in the library. 
 
Graham Walker

Bring and Buy Plant Sale
 
This year's Bring and Buy Plant Sale was, if 
anything, more successful than ever.  We were 
inundated with plants that were kindly donated on 
the Saturday and Sunday.  It meant that we still 
had plants on Bank Holiday Monday with even 
more late plant arrivals.  Saturday was sunny and 
warm, but at least we didn't have to worry about 

 
plants drying out on a cold Sunday.  Visitors to the 
park made generous donations for almost all of 
the plants, contributing more than £300 to FoAM 
funds.  We are grateful to all who donated plants 
or money and also to those who helped set up 
and pack away. 
 
Mary Jeeves 

 

Ringlet Butterfly
 

 
 
 

 
 
Trevor Davies has supplied this picture of a Ringlet, 
which he saw along the River Weaver near Haydn's 
Pool, in Anderton Nature Park. 
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Forthcoming Events
 

Saturday 26th September  
Fungal Hunt, Marbury Country Park 
A repeat of this very popular event run by 
Fungalpunk Dave of Fungal Friends.  No charge but 
booking essential.  
Sessions from 10 am – 1200 (Suitable for families, 
children 8 years and over) and 1 pm – 3 pm (Adults) 
Meet:  At the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
Contact:  Brenda Yates  01565 733197 

Sunday 11th October 
Autumn Bird Walks, Northwich 
Woodlands  
See Migrating and Wintering Birds at Haydn’s Pool, 
Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes. 
From 10.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
Meet:  Cumberland Car Park, Northwich  
Contact:  David Bullock 01606 781981 
 

 
Bench Inauguration

 
Regular readers will remember the piece in the last 
newsletter about the new oak bench FoAM 
commissioned from artist and sculptor Richard 
Janes.  We celebrated the installation of the bench 
on 30

th
 May.  Richard's brief was to reflect something 

of the woodland and also the efforts volunteers put 
into helping the Rangers maintain this beautiful 
place.  The volunteer we had most especially in mind 
was Ian Booth and the intention was to create 
something appropriate, long lasting and beautiful that 
would have met with Ian's approval. 
 

 
 

 
The design wove together ideas of the woodland 
landscape, using the fragrant orchid as its main 
inspiration. 
 

 
 
We were delighted when many of Ian’s family joined 
us, along with Richard and his family.  We convened 
at The Lodge and after a short walk and viewing of 
the bench, with plenty of photos taken; we had 
refreshments, provided by FoAM volunteers, in the 
Rose Garden.  We know Ian would have approved. 
 
Anna Cooper

 

Picnic in the Park
 
After the threat of thunderstorms and extreme winds 
had forced us to cancel last year’s picnic, we were 
relieved when the weather this year turned out to be 
better than forecast and the event was blessed with 
some sunshine. 
 

 
 

 
Around 150 people turned up for the event and were 
entertained with live music throughout the evening.  
Our thanks go to the SJD Brass Band and Northwich 
Folk Club for providing a wide variety of music. 
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The club meets for classes on Saturdays at Marbury Park.  We also run puppy courses, KC dog classes and offer 
1:1 advice for behaviour problems 
 
Hi Mike, 
We’re distraught – Betty, our 2.5yr old Doberman 
has killed my brother’s Mini Pincher. 
 
We’ve had Betty from a puppy; she’s a lovely dog 
most of the time but doesn’t like being 
approached when she’s got something like a 
food treat, or a toy.  She can also get a bit funny 
if we sit next to her on the sofa and try to stroke 
her; when we try to tell her off she will bare her 
teeth at us, which is quite scary.  But the other 
day our worst fears came true; she killed my 
brother’s dog over a food treat – we’d given them 
both one each but Betty wanted Harley’s and 
when he objected she bit him, picked him up and 
shook him like a rag doll.  It was horrible; I 
couldn’t believe it and I don’t know what to do.  
Please help. 
 
A:  I’m really sorry to hear to hear that.  I get lots of 
messages from people about dogs fighting over 
possessions, but it doesn’t usually result in one of 
them killing the other. 
 
To varying degrees, all dogs can be possessive but 
that’s something that needs to be addressed at the 
puppy stage to avoid problems creeping in as they 
mature.  In your case, these dogs should not have

 
 
been given food treats in the presence of the other 
dog. 
 
I’m sorry to say it, but Betty is the way she is 
because of the way you’ve chosen to live with her.  
Had you addressed that possessive trait of hers 
when she was younger and managed her better, then 
this incident wouldn’t have happened.  If we could 
wind the clock back and enrol her on a KC approved 
course (like the ones I run) then we would have 
desensitised her to food and toy possessions at an 
early age.  You would have understood why she 
shouldn’t ever have been allowed on the sofa and we 
would have taught her to respect you as her leaders, 
so that you could correct her, if necessary, without 
provoking aggression towards you. 
 
If you decide to keep Betty, then you need to change 
the way that you live with her.  She needs to go 
through a pack-restructuring programme in which she 
loses all privileges until she earns them back (a little 
at a time).  I’d be happy to help you but we need to 
make arrangements to get together for a 1to1 
session ASAP. 
 
If you’ve got a question you’d like me to cover, email: 
mike@thedogclub.co.uk 
 

 
 

Woodland Walks
 
We now have five suggested walks that are on the 
FoAM website.  They are designed to be 
downloaded, printed on A4 paper and folded for ease 
of carrying. 
 
Thanks must go to Frances, for accompanying me on 
the walks and making sure I stayed on course.  
Graham has trialled the walks, making sure we knew 
the difference between left and right and suggested 
additions.  Dave, Alan and Mary have checked the 
facts and presentation.  Elna and Brenda are working 
on another walk. 
 
Future plans include walks starting from Marbury car 
park; only two walks so far are based at Marbury.  
 
It is very helpful to get feedback so that we can keep 
information up to date and relevant, so please try one 
of the walks and let us have your comments.  
 
If members have favourite walks they would like to 
share they would be much appreciated.  You can 
either write the directions for a route or let me have a 
brief suggestion so we can write it out. 
 
Jim Jeeves

 
You are also welcome to join the regular ‘Walking for 
Health’ walks, which are led by volunteers. 
 

 
 
These walks follow a variety of routes and start from 
Marbury Lodge each Wednesday at 10.00am. 

The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
Q&As about dog training 
 

mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk

