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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Strong winds have taken their toll – but the 
Woodlands recover and renew 

                                  

                      From the Chair 
 
FoAM has recently bid farewell to Richard Snow, who 
led the Rangers in this part of Cheshire West and 
Chester. Many members will not have met Richard, 
but volunteers and committee members know how 
much support he has given to FoAM over the last few 
years. We wished him well in his new countryside 
management post with the National Trust in South 
Devon with a presentation in Chester. 
 
Plans for the improvements to the arboretum are 
progressing well. Discussions are taking place with 
Shelley Signs so that the best results are achieved 
for a new interpretation panel. The identification posts 
for the trees will also be replaced. The first visible 
signs of the project will be a new path leading into 
Marbury's main collection of specimen trees. 
 
A dozen people set out on the Autumn Walk to see 
the spectacular colours in the deciduous trees in 
Marbury Park. A scarlet fly agaric fungus made a 
timely appearance overnight under a silver birch at 
the start of the walk. The trees were heavily laden 
with seeds, nuts and berries. There were enough to 
spare for the Christmas Decorations Workshop 
without depriving the wildlife of food.  
 

 
 

 
Strong winds brought down a silver birch near the 
children's play area in early December. It was clothed 
in ivy with berries. The birch twigs and the ivy would 
otherwise have been out of reach, but they added to 
the natural materials collected for the workshop.  
Fortunately the weather was less windy for the event, 
which was attended by more than 60 people of all 
ages. This popular event is probably my favourite of 
the year when an appreciative crowd gets together to 
share creative ideas. As Mark and Lorraine were 
taking their December break from serving 
refreshments, FoAM members did some baking and 
made hot drinks to feed and warm those practising 
their decoration making skills. 
 
Volunteers have also had plenty of practice at hedge 
laying at Anderton and Marbury. It not only looks 
good, but it prolongs the life of the trees and provides 
a valuable habitat for wildlife.  
 

 
 
The highest bid of £200 for the beautiful Marbury oak 
bench, which was made by one of the volunteers, is 
going towards FoAM funds. 
 
Get ready to test your bird recognition skills during 
the Bird Walk in Big Wood on 25th January. If you 
need help, the FoAM birders will be on hand with 
their expert knowledge, binoculars and telescopes. 
 
Mary Jeeves 
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News from the Rangers 

 

Marbury Country Park: Work in Progress 
 
As I mentioned in the Autumn edition the winter work 
is well underway; most of this work has centred 
around Anderton Nature Park at the dragonfly gate 
entrance with felling and hedgelaying. The sycamore 
in the car park at Marbury has been reduced to 7 
metres and ring-barked; this involves cutting through 
the bark at 1 metre to stop the uptake of nutrients in 
the spring which will eventually kill the tree. The 
reduction involved allowing the branches to snap off 
as opposed to cutting them cleanly which gives a 
more natural finish and encourages insects to start 
breaking down the timber. As this tree dies and 
deteriorates we will eventually have to fell it but in the 
meantime it will provide valuable standing dead 
timber. 
 
We have started to lay the hedge between the two 
fields here at Marbury and the gaps will be planted 
up with more hedge plants.  I hope to finish the 
length of hedge to the gates into the two fields this 
year. 

Regular visitors may notice the felling of sycamore 
trees alongside the Mere; this is a continuation of the 
scrub woodland creation which we started over ten 
years ago. The area alongside the mere has been 
identified as an ideal breeding habitat for our summer 
visiting birds such as chiffcaff, blackcap and warblers. 
These birds prefer dense bramble with occasional 
mature trees to sing from. To keep the area free from 
becoming mature woodland a rotational felling 
regime started in 2002. This year sees the second 
area to be cleared twice since then. The large trunks 
of sycamore will be used as seats, planked up for 
furniture or left to become valuable dead wood. 
 
If anyone would like more information regarding any 
work carried out at Marbury Country Park please feel 
free to contact me.  Happy New Year. 
 
Chris Moseley 
Marbury Country Park Ranger 

Carey Park  
 
Lots of people have been busy felling the trees in 
their allotments and I have been inundated by further 
requests from members who would like to partake in 
the scheme.  However time to run the felling courses 
is restricted to weekends, so I am asking people now 
to contact me in the early Autumn when the 
2014/2015 allotment scheme will start. 
  
Other news is that new fences will be put up, so that 
the rest of the site of special scientific interest can be 
grazed using the Wildlife Trust sheep.  We have 
already stripped the edge of the woodland and 
dragged the branches out of the way ready for the 
fence to go up.  Other work includes putting in a 
water supply and a couple of troughs.  It’s a trench of 
a couple of hundred metres, so should keep us busy 
for a while. 
 

Anderton Nature Park 
  
At Anderton I am at this point still waiting for the 
contractor to start work rebuilding the path from the 
car park.  The wet weather is holding everything back 
but the work will be done soon I hope. 
  
Mowing the meadows and reed beds will be the next 
task for the volunteers, bit it will be best to wait until  
 

 
 
the water has subsided, and a nice good cold clear 
day will be perfect for burning the reed.  This work is 
necessary;  if it isn’t done then the reed beds would 
disappear and turn into a wet woodland, dominated 
by willow and alder.  
 
A bittern has been spotted recently at Butterfinch 
Bridge, and two have been seen from the bird hide at 
Marbury. 
 

Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes 
 
The Flashes are busy being grazed again.  The water 
level is higher than I would like, but we have no 
control over it and the sheep just have to do their 
best. To help the sheep control the scrub I am 
pushing to spend some money on some new 
equipment, namely a weed wipe attachment to sit at 
the back of a small four wheel drive machine.  
Essentially you run over the tall scrub and wipe the 
stems with a little herbicide, missing the flowers, 
sedges and small amounts of grasses.  I suspect this 
will be a long tedious job so if you see me driving 
backwards and forwards for a couple of days give me 
a wave.  
 
Cheers for now Dave and Blue 
 

Your  Newsletter 
Items’ deadline for the next issue: 4

th
 April   

We welcome comments, ideas photos and articles for inclusion in 
future issues of the newsletter.  Email items to Joanne Redley at 
jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin 
marked for the attention of Joanne.  Many Thanks  

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam%20or%20northwichwoodlands.org.uk
mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com


 

3 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam or northwichwoodlands.org.uk 

 

A Sight not to be Missed 
 

One of the most spectacular sights in the woodlands 
at this time of year is a murmuration of starlings over 
the Mere at Marbury or at Neumann’s Flash. 
 
On my first attempt to see the starlings this year I 
went to Neumann’s – they hadn’t been reported at 
Marbury – but I met a couple who said I had just 
missed them – they had already ‘gone down’ that day 
- but that they had been seeing them there for the 
past fortnight.  Timing is critical!  So, I’m afraid, is the 
spot to choose.  On the next night when viewing from 
the raised area at the path between Ashton’s and 
Neumann’s I only had a distant view of a huge group 
over at the Marbury Lane side of the flashes. 
 
But persistence pays off!  On a third attempt that 
week, against an amazing sky I caught a wonderful 
display and was able to capture just a fraction of it. 

 
almost down 

 

 
almost surreal 

Joanne Redley 
 

Marbury History 
 
It’s now a year since I created the website 
www.marburyhall.com to make information about the 
history of Marbury available to anyone with an 
interest in Marbury.  Since then, courtesy of 
Sotheby’s, New York, I have obtained copies of three 
Sotheby’s sale catalogues.  These add significantly 
to our knowledge of the Collection at Marbury 
amassed by James Hugh Smith Barry during his 
Grand Tour in the 1770’s. 
 
The website has continued to attract comments and 
more than a dozen people have added their 
memories of Marbury on the site.  These personal 
accounts help paint a picture of life at Marbury and 
make interesting reading.  As well as other parts of 
the UK, comments have been received from around 
the world, including, USA, South Africa and Australia.  
These responses have only been made possible by 
the website and the internet. 
 
A recent contact with Stuart Walton has added some 
fascinating items about life at Marbury during the 
Second World War.  Stuart’s father, Sgt Walton, was 
in the Royal Medical Corps and was assigned as 
doctor to Marbury Camp. Stuart has supplied a few 
pictures about Marbury.  One is of a Christmas Card 
to Sgt Walton and the medical orderlies.  Two 
pictures are of a programme for one of the prisoners’ 
concerts in February 1945.   
 

 

 
The programme is on very thin tissue-like paper – 
obviously paper would have been a very rare 
commodity in a POW camp. 
 
Three other pictures are of a cigarette case made for 
Sgt Walton by one of the prisoners.  The carving is 
very intricate, the clasp is made from a curtain hook 
and the elastic still has a little stretch in it after all 
these years. 
 

      
 

 
 

More of the pictures can be found on our website 
www.marburyhall.com or 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam.  
 
One of our volunteers, Clive Brookes, is researching 
the war years at Marbury and an item in the 8

th
 

January 2014 edition of the Northwich Guardian tells 
the background to his research. 
 
Please let us have your memories/memorabilia 
concerning Marbury, so we can continue to add to 
our records. 
 
Alan Redley 
     

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam%20or%20northwichwoodlands.org.uk
http://www.marburyhall.com/
http://www.marburyhall.com/
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam
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Marbury Country Park 
 
     Where nobles strolled or rode or fished 
     Or swam around its open pool 
     Now walkers come in rain or sun 
     And choose their route from winding paths 
     And dogs run free with close recall. 
     A couple in a mobile shop 
     Sell pancakes to a hungry queue. 
     Some dogs have training in a ring 
     To sit or stay, walk close, lie still. 
     Walking the paths bright, chosen dogs 
     Are trained by volunteers to be 
     Guide dogs for blind people so 
     They safely walk the streets in towns. 
     Did Romans salt-pan at the lake? 
     Now swans and mallards sail the mere. 
     Bird watchers standing still in hides 
     Count wrens, woodpeckers, owls and swifts. 
     Some joggers on their daily run 
     Can hear the treetop melody 
     From sycamore, or beech, oak, ash 
     At Cheshire’s jewel, Marbury. 
 
     Rosemary Keery 
 

‘The Marbury Mysteries’ 
 
‘The Marbury Mysteries’, a play about the history of 
Marbury Country Park, was a community heritage 
project; it was performed in the open air in the park in 
2002  A film of the play is now available on the DAN 
(Development of the Arts in Northwich) website: 
http://www.danarts.co.uk/2013/12/the-marbury-
mysteries-2002.html ‘ 
 
 

Photo Competition 2014 
 
The light in the Park is spectacular for picture taking 
at this time of the year, particularly when the sun 
shines! Remember to take your camera with you and 
start taking photos for the 2014 competition. There 
are three categories ‘Landscape’, ‘Wildlife’, and 
‘Work, Rest and Play’. 
 
Details are on the FoAM web site at 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam.  Any queries please 
contact me at jmjeeves4867@btinternet.com or 
telephone 01606 77688. 
 
Jim Jeeves 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday 25th January 
Bird Walk in Big Wood, Marbury Country Park 
You may like to download in advance from the 
website the detailed checklist which FoAM has 
compiled.   
Meet:  2.00pm at the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
 
 
 

Christmas Decorations Workshop 
 
Just a few photos taken at the workshop where yet 
again we were amazed at the creativity of all those 
who came and made some wonderful decorations to 
take home.  The event has been much enhanced by 
the availability of a warm drink and festive 
sweetmeats.   
 

 
 

         
 

       
 
We would also like to thank those who attended for 
their generous donations. We will make sure that we 
don’t run out of candles next time! 
 
Joanne Redley 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Saturday 22nd February 
History of Marbury Park 
A further opportunity to take a guided walk around 
the park to visit the site of Marbury Hall and other 
points of interest.   
Meet 10.00 am Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
  

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam%20or%20northwichwoodlands.org.uk
http://www.danarts.co.uk/2013/12/the-marbury-mysteries-2002.html
http://www.danarts.co.uk/2013/12/the-marbury-mysteries-2002.html
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam/
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The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
Q&As about dog training 
The club meets for classes every Saturday at 
Marbury Park; in each edition of the FoAM Newsletter 
I’ll be covering a Q&A. 
 
Hi Mike, 
Do puppies mature around 9 months - Ida my 
Jack Russell has always been fanatical about 
getting herself clean when she's been for a walk, 
but the last two days she's going down rabbit 
holes and coming back filthy... I'd normally lock 
her in the utility and she'd be spotless when she 
came out, she's now still black! I'd appreciate 
your experienced advice. Belinda 
--  
A: On average, puppies reach sexual maturity at 6 
months of age but they don't reach emotional 
maturity until they're 2.5yrs. In-between they 
constantly go through various emotional and physical  
development phases.

 
 
With bitches - that suddenly going through a change 
of routine - it could be a sign that she's coming into 
season, but in Ida's case it sounds like she's simply 
found something that she loves doing and is happy to 
revel in the smell/sensation as a reminder of the 
experience! 
 
It's a dangerous thing to allow them to indulge in 
though - dogs can easily get themselves stuck in 
rabbit holes and suffocate.  Best advice is to either 
keep her on lead or a training line; or take a walkies 
toy out with you and focus her on that instead of 
rabbits; or change her association with rabbit holes 
and stop her from going down them all together. If 
you'd like to get together and do a session on 
desensitising/behaviour changing then let me know 
and we'll arrange a one to one. 
 
Mike Flannery 
 

If you’ve got a question you’d like me to cover, email: 
mike@thedogclub.co.uk 

 

 
Children’s Corner 

  

First of all a question for you – when did you last visit 
the woodlands for an adventure or a peaceful stroll?  
Even a crisp, frosty day in winter can be a good time 
to explore at Marbury or Anderton, and to look out for 
the first signs of spring.   
 
We would like to suggest one or two things you could 
do on your visit, and invite you – children up to age 
11 – to take part in a little competition. 
 
We are borrowing some ideas from the Woodland 
Trust to help you to become ‘nature detectives’. Have 
a look at the pictures. 
 

    
 
Off the beaten track 
 
Sometimes the best adventures happen when you 
make your own path.  Next time you play in the 
woods, go exploring and see where your feet lead 
you. You might make an amazing discovery no-one 
else has found!  
Crane your neck and look up into the tree canopy. 
Crouch on the ground and take a closer look at 
what’s under your feet. What do you see?

Follow your nose;  sniff things – lichen on branches, 
wet leaves, flowers and bare earth.  Chase a sound. 
Close your eyes, stand still and listen carefully. What 
can you hear?  Peer under bushes, peep into tree 
roots, crawl through long grass. 
 
Take a breather. Stop and sit still for five minutes. 
What new things do you see, hear,  smell and feel? 
 

Competition 
 
We are inviting you to use any of the natural 
materials you can find to create a sculpture in  the 
park.  Then take a photo of it, and leave a print at the 
Rangers’ Cabin at Marbury with your name, address 
and telephone number on the back of it. An email 
address would be fine too. We will judge the 
sculptures and announce the winners in the next 
newsletter. Closing date to leave photos: 31 March. 
 

 
                     Here is an example – a crocodile! 

 
You can find lots more ideas and charts and booklets 
to download on the nature detectives website: 
www.naturedetectives.org.uk  
  

  

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam%20or%20northwichwoodlands.org.uk
mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk
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Saturday 25

th
 January 

Bird Walk in Big Wood, Marbury Country Park 
How many birds can you identify in the Park?   Full 
details and checklist on 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam 
Meet:  2.00 pm Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Vernon Lundy  01606 782627 
 
Saturday 22

nd
 
 
February 

History of Marbury Park 
A guided walk around the park to visit the site of 
Marbury Hall and other points of interest. 
Meet:  10.00 am Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
 
Saturday 19

th 
April 

Spring Time in Marbury Country Park 
A guided walk at this wonderful time in the park to see 
the early woodland flowers. 
Meet:  10.00 am Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves  01606 77688 
 
Saturday 3

rd
 May 

Dawn Chorus Walk, Marbury Country Park 
Join FoAM’s birding experts for this popular event for 
everyone interested in birds. 
Meet:  5.00 am Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Vernon Lundy 01606 782627 
 
Saturday 3

rd
 May 

Spring Bird Walk, Marbury Country Park 
A new mid morning walk for those who would like to see 
the birds of Spring. 
Meet 10.30 am Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Vernon Lundy 01606 782627 
 
Monday 19

th
 May 

FoAM AGM, Quiz and Supper 
Meet: 7.30pm at Comberbach Memorial Hall. 
There will be a charge for supper. 
To Book for the Quiz and Supper 
Contact:  Anna Cooper 01606 891683 
 
Saturday 24

th
 and Sunday 25

th
 May 

Bring and Buy Plant Sale 
Come and find something for house or garden at 
FoAM’s amazing plant sale.  All surplus plants will be 
welcome. 
From:  10.00 am – 4.00 pm at the Rangers’ Cabin, 
Marbury Country Park 
For information contact:  Jim Jeeves  01606 77688 
 
Saturday 28

th
 June 

Wildflower Walk in Anderton Nature Park  
A guided walk to view the many summer wildflowers. 
Meet:  10.00 am Anderton Nature Park car park 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves  01606 77688 
 
 

Saturday 5
th

 July  
Breakfast with Moths 
Join FoAM’s regular moth trappers to see the range of 
beautiful moths attracted to the traps on the previous 
night..  Croissants and orange juice available for 
breakfast.  Donations welcome. 
Meet:  9.30 am Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge  
For information contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 
 
Saturday 19

th
  July 

FoAM Picnic in the Park 
FoAM’s celebration of Summer in the Park.  Bring your 
own picnic or food to barbecue. 
Meet:  5.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
For information contact:  Joanne Redley  01606 44728 
 
Friday 22

nd 
August 

Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Marbury Country Park 
Family Fun in  the park for teddy bears – and for young 
children!  Bring a picnic to enjoy before the story-telling 
session at 1.00 pm then join in the afternoon’s activities. 
Meet: 1.00 pm Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 
 
Saturday 27

th
 September 

Fungal Hunt, Marbury Country Park 
A repeat of this very popular event run by Fungalpunk 
Dave of Fungal Friends.  No charge, but booking 
essential. 
Sessions from 10 am – 1200 (Suitable for families, 
children 8 years and over) and 
1.00 – 3.00 pm (Adults) 
Meet: At the Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
Contact:  Brenda Yates 01565 733197 
 
Sunday 12

th
 October 

Autumn Bird Walks, Northwich Woodlands 
See Migrating and Wintering Birds at Haydn’s Pool. 
Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes. 
From 10.00 am – 12.00 and 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
Meet:  Cumberland Car Park, Northwich 
Contact:  Vernon Lundy 01606 782627 
 
Saturday 1

st
 November 

Autumn in Marbury Country Park 
Discover the shapes and colours of autumn in the park 
at one of its most beautiful times of the year. 
Meet:  10.00 am Rangers’ Cabin/Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Mary Jeeves  01606 77688 
 
Sunday 14

th
  December 

Christmas Decorations 
Come to our annual workshop to create some stunning 
decorations for your home from natural materials 
gathered in the Woodlands. 
From:  10.00 am – 12.00 pm by the Rangers’ Cabin/ 
Marbury Lodge 
For information contact:  Joanne Redley  01606 44728

  
This newsletter is published with support from the Mersey Forest 
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