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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Exciting News – Two Awards for Northwich Woodlands 
 

         From the Chair 
 

Breaking news! We have just heard that Northwich 
Woodlands has gained a Green Flag Award – more 
of this later in the newsletter. 
 
Thanks are due to Clare Olver of Mersey Forest for 
entering Northwich Woodlands in the Royal Forestry 
Society's Excellence in Forestry Awards. Judges 
were impressed by the cooperative approach by 
FoAM alongside Forestry Commission and Cheshire 
West and Chester rangers to the management of the 
woodland. This team work was rewarded with a silver 
Community Woodlands award. FoAM must now 
decide on an appropriate project for the £500 that 
goes with the award. 
 
The Marbury Hall project was completed with the 
installation of the new interpretation panel on the site 
of the hall. The inauguration ceremony included the 
bird identification panels for the Mere and Woodland 
Bird Hides. A week later the paths to Marbury Lodge 
were finished. Gifts from an anonymous donor paid 
for the contractor to dig trenches and lay foundations. 
Volunteers then used setts reclaimed from the 
regeneration work in Witton Street, Northwich to 
improve access for wheelchairs, mobility scooters 
and buggies. The paths are already being put to 
good use. 
 
FoAM members and other friends donated plants for 
the Bring & Buy Plant Sale over the Spring Bank 
Holiday weekend. Flowers, vegetables and herbs 
raised more than £250. 
 
FoAM purchased more wildflower seed, which 
volunteers have sown to reinvigorate the Scrape 
Meadow and the Horse Jump Field with cornfield 
annuals. Following the success of the bird seed fields 
last year there was a repeat sowing earlier this year 
to provide winter food for finches. 

 
Presentation of the Excellency in Forestry Award 

(Courtesy of Les Starling) 
 
At least 70 species of wildflowers were blooming for 
the Summer Walk at Anderton, although some were 
difficult to find amongst the lush foliage. Thirty 
walkers came from a wide area for the Dawn Chorus, 
so they must have risen very early for the 5am start. 
John Gilbody, Greg Baker and Alan Garner led three 
groups to listen and look out for birds.  At 7.30am 
Dave James and Liz Bentham served bacon butties 
for breakfast. 
 
Croissants and fruit juice were on the menu for the 
Breakfast with Moths event. About twenty people 
stood in Marbury Lodge eagerly waiting as Dave 
Bedford opened up the moth trap and identified the 
species. I hope to see the photos in the next 
photographic competition. 
 
Following the AGM, Quiz and Supper Ian Booth 
offered to take on the role of Treasurer and Elna 
Harrison put her name forward as a new committee 
member, completing a very successful evening. Ian 
and Elna are welcome members of the committee. 
 
Mary Jeeves
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Extracts from Mary’s Journal 
 

Apr 18th  Diana, Ians B and C and I went with Chris to 
sow seed for bird food at Dairy House.  We lined up 
with our buckets and broadcast the seed.  Chris and 
Ian B did further harrowing and rolling using the 
tractor.  We walked back to the big field to do a 
wildflower survey, or, to put it another way, to look for 
the first signs of ragwort.  There didn’t seem to be 
much, so perhaps we won’t have to pull the stuff later 
in the year.  
25th  Chris asked Elna and me to remove graffiti from 
the bird hide.  We carried buckets of water, 
detergent, graffiti remover, sand paper and cloths 
down to the Mere Hide, but we couldn’t see the 
offending writing.  The buckets were heavy, so we 
 

 
 
took them back to the car and drove to the top of the 
slipway.  We carried our equipment to the Woodland 
Hide, but still no graffiti.  Chris told us via a mobile 
call that we should be looking for a 3” drawing of an 
obscene nature in the Mere Hide.  We drove back to 

the top of the terrace steps.  Thankfully little water 
had spilled into the boot of the car in spite of the 
bumpy ride.  Vigorous sanding quickly removed the 
offending artwork. 
May 1st.  Sandra, Elna and I were raking and 
seeding a new area at Anderton that had largely 
been cleared of nettles and brambles.  We broke the 
area up into small patches, so that we could have 
several breaks, changes of position and a chance to 
chew the fat amongst ourselves and any passing 
walkers, who declined the offer of a spare rake.  
Jun 26th  Dave suggested cutting back at Anderton, 
along the Fisherman’s Path.  It suited me as I was 
preparing for a guided walk that would use that path 
on Saturday.  Sandra and I walked down from the car 
park, trimming back a few bits and pieces along the 
way and making a mental note of some of the 
wildflowers.  We started lopping and sawing in 
earnest once we reached the Fisherman’s Path.  
Anything that encroached got the chop, but we gave 
some dog roses and apples a reprieve.  Elna became 
part of the team after lunch and we worked on 
towards Carden’s Ferry Bridge.  It was a good day for 
a walk and we apologised to passers-by for 
obstructing the path, but they all assured us that we 
were “doing a grand job”.  It had been a lovely sunny 
day, which was fine, but there was very little shade at 
the foot of the south facing slope and no seat.  We 
just about made it to the bridge before the thought of 
a cup of tea was too much. 
 
Mary Jeeves 

 
A Few Summer Events

 
Holiday Pond Dip at Marbury 
Wednesday 31 July and  
Thursday 29 August 
Come and help the rangers explore the denizens of 
the deep here at the Ice Pond At Marbury.  Suitable 
for children of all ages. 
Contact:  Chris Moseley  01606 77741 
 
 
Bat Walk and Talk Marbury Country Park 
Friday 16 August  
A chance to find out about the different bats that live 
in Marbury, followed by a guided walk with detectors 
by the Cheshire Bat Group 
Meets:  Starting at 8 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Chris Moseley  01606 77741 
 
 

 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic at Marbury Country 
Park 
Friday 23 August  1 pm at 
A Family day to enjoy fjun and woodland games in 
the park, and find the hidden bears.. Bring something 
waterproof to sit on! 
Meets 1.00 pm  at the Rangers’ Cabin 
Contact:  Joanne Redley 01606 44728  
 
Fungal Foray 
Saturday 21 September 
Re-introducing this very popular event run by 
Fungalpunk Dave of Fungal Friends.  No charge but 
booking essential.  Suitable for age 15 and over. 
Sessions from 10 am – 12 and 1 pm – 3 pm 
Meets  At the Rangers’ Cabin, Marbury Country Park 
Contact: Brenda Yates 01565 773197

Your Newsletter 
We welcome comments, ideas photos and articles for inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email items to 
Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the attention of 
Joanne.   Items deadline for the autumn issue:   Friday 4th October.  Many thanks. 
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Inauguration of New Interpretation Panels 
   
The new Hall Panel and Bird Identification Panels are 
now in position on the site of Marbury Hall and in the 
Mere and Woodland Hides.  
 
The inauguration ceremony took place on 13th June. 
Chris had decided that the gusts of wind forecast 
weren’t favourable for the erection of a marquee, so 
we were to lunch in The Lodge. It needed sweeping 
out and cloths putting over the tables. It was already 
very breezy so the cloths had to be anchored down 
with bottled water and cartons of fruit juice. Donations 
of food for the finger buffet soon began accumulating 
in the cabin. Sweets were separated from savouries 
and the slicing of quiches and cakes began.  
 
Soon after eleven o’clock people started arriving for 
the ceremony. It began to rain just after the main 
proceedings started, but about 40 people stayed to 
listen to the speech before the big reveal. Holly 
Mawdsley and Councillor Norman Wright performed 
the ceremony on behalf of the family of Bruno Dullek 
and the Marbury Ward Councillors, Don Hammond 
and Malcolm Byram.  
 

Everyone went down to the Mere Hide and sheltered 
briefly in front of one of the new bird identification 
panels before braving the rain to get to The Lodge for 
lunch. There was a fine spread provided by FoAM 
members and volunteers, which was much 
appreciated. 
 
Mary Jeeves 
 

 
                    Photo kindly provided by Pete Leicester 

 
 

 

The History of Marbury Hall 
 

An update on the Interpretation Panel of the History of Marbury Hall. 

Chris, Moseley, Nathan Rathbone and I produced a 
new panel to celebrate Marbury Hall.  We were able 
to build on the information on an older panel, 
produced by Cheshire County Council, probably in 
the late 1970s which had been removed, battered by 
the weather.  We were helped by new research and a 
better range of images as well as contributions from 
the public including a brilliant photograph of the 
Polish Free Army set against the walls of the hall 
during the Second World War.  The new panel is now 
a tribute to the use of the hall as a stately home, a 
country club and as wartime accommodation and 
social club.  
 
FoAM and the local county councillors for the 
Marbury Ward paid for the panel. 
 
Earlier in the year, on Monday 11th March, 60 people 
braved snow showers to attend a talk on the history 
of Marbury Hall presented by me, Chris and Nathan. 
The talk was supported by a collection of relevant 
books, photographs and artefacts.  
 
The two events in 2013 – the installation of the panel 
and the history talk – are augmented by much more 

information on a web site of about 55 pages. This 
was devised by me and Alan Redley and includes 
many photographs and other images from the Hall.   
www.marburyhall.com, 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam 

 
FoAM is indebted to local historian, Geoff Buchan, 
who supported us in many valuable ways with the 
development of the panel and the web site and who 
attended the opening. 
 
As FoAM members who have supported these 
projects, you might like to go and have a look at the 
new panel in the Carriage Driveway. 
 
Lastly, we are always looking to add to the archive on 
the history of Marbury Hall and to expand the web 
site.  We would be very happy to talk to anyone who 
has memories of the Hall or to receive photographs 
or information in other forms.  (These would, of 
course, be returned.) 
 
Frances D Findlay 
 

 
QR Codes 

 
You may have noticed that there is a QR code printed on the new bird information panels.  This currently gives you 
access to the Bird List on the FoAM website when used in conjunction with a mobile phone.  If you have an App 
which enables you to read these codes, please give it a try and let us know what you think.  QR codes could have 
other uses in labelling trees and other interesting items in the Woodlands.                                            Jim Jeeves 
  



4 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam or northwichwoodlands.org.uk 

News from the Rangers
 

Marbury Country Park and Dairy House Meadows
Summer arrives!! 
 
As the water warms up, the Blue Green Algae 
increases and butterfly numbers go through the roof 
(well compared to last year).  The swimming pool is 
ever popular and the Park’s shade is at a premium; it 
all sounds idyllic.  Unfortunately there are flies in the 
ointment.  We encourage people to take their litter 
home, but litter is always an issue in hot weather; 
beer cans, bbqs, and even unopened bottles of wine 
(rose) strewn around the Park after a busy weekend. 
Large litter bins on site do not seem to have helped.  
They attract more litter than they can hold and 
eventually spill over, to the delight of the squirrels 
and magpies. 
 
The swimmers in the Mere are a concern.  As 
reported in the media, several swimmers around the 
country have drowned due to cramp caused by the 
effects of the cold water.  Please take care when 
swimming in open water. 

The wildflower meadows are looking at their best with 
a greater diversity following the spring sowing.  The 
control of ragwort is always high on the agenda.  
These invasive plants in the grazed field at Dairy 
House Meadows have been topped and collected 
this year rather than pulled.  This prevents the plant 
from flowering and will require this process at least 
another three times this summer. 
 
We are always on the lookout for tree defects - more 
so this year with Ash Die Back high on the agenda.  
This will be visible with trees showing dead leaves 
towards the top of the tree canopy during the 
summer.  If you spot a tree showing this symptom 
please report it to us and we can get the tree tested. 
 
Please take care and enjoy the summer! 
 
Chris Moseley 
 

             Green Flag Award for Northwich Woodlands 
 

 
The Green Flag Award® Scheme recognises and 
rewards the best green spaces in the country.  
Awarded by “Keep Britain Tidy Campaign” it is a 
scheme supported by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government. 
 
Northwich Woodlands was judged to be a park 
worthy enough to be given the award for the first 
time.  The whole park has been judged on eight 
different criteria, including categories such as: a 
welcoming place; healthy, safe and secure and 
Community involvement.  I am awaiting details of 
individual scores or any feedback from the judge. 
 
As part of the process all three Rangers, including 
Amanda, Chris and I, needed to write a Management 
Plan.  This was submitted in January this year, and a 
Green Flag judge came to see us on the 13th June.  
We will proudly display our flag for all to see in the 
near future. 
 
Other News  
 
At Anderton we have been awarded a small grant 
administered by the Forestry Commission, a 
Woodland Improvement Grant, which will be used to  
upgrade the footpath in and around the top meadow 
at Anderton.  This work needs to be completed 
before January.  New seats, resting posts and a 
small information board have been funded as part of 
the bid. 
 
 
 

 
During the summer we need to get to grips with the 
control of that horrible weed ragwort, so a few more 
sessions beckon for the volunteers and me with this 
task.  Come the end of August I suspect we are 
going to be heavily involved with thinning various 
woodlands, including year three for the allotment, 
and a large task will be to set up a separate grazing 
compartment for the sheep on Carey Park, including 
setting up a water supply. 
 
If you find yourself wandering around the Flashes, 
the centre bund between Ashton’s and Neumann’s 
has a few glades just off either side of the main path.  
Go and explore and see if you can find the last of the 
fragrant orchids before they disappear for another 
year. 
  
So a busy time ahead… 
 
Cheers Dave and Blue  
PS  Blue has just won third in the “Lovable Rogue” 
class and is proudly wearing his first ever rosette. 
 

 
a woodland thinning team 
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The Scrape – Update on Another Successful Project
 
The idea for the project developed out of a woodland management seminar run by the Forestry Commission and 
RSPB at Styal Mill in 2008, which Alan Garner and Alan Redley attended.  Part of the session discussed the 
benefit of softening woodland edges by planting scrub species to provide shelter and nest sites.  With support from 
Marbury Ranger Chris Moseley, we started the project to create a shallow scrape, surrounded by scrub planting at 
the edge of Big Wood. 
 
A successful application was made to Vale Royal Borough Council and the project was funded through a grant of 
just under £1000 from them. Part of the field next to Big Wood, which had previously been grazed, was given over 
to the project and volunteers helped Chris move the fence line.  The grant also paid for purchase of native scrub 
species, which were planted around the scrape by volunteers and Rangers early in 2009. 
 
It was never expected that the scrape would contain water all-year round, but initial results were disappointing, with 
the scrape drying out very quickly during summer months.  Over the next year or so we persevered, finding and 
blocking old land drains which ran away from the area and the scrape now holds water as planned.  The planting 
has matured well and the area is now unrecognisable from where we started. 
 

      
      November 2008    July 2013 
 
Summer 2013 has seen a large number of dragonflies patrolling the pond.  The project has also attracted 
butterflies and, if you look carefully, small skipper butterflies can be found in the grassy areas and vegetation by the 
scrape. 
 

      
        Emperor Dragonfly                                  Brown Hawker Dragonfly                                                       Small Skipper Butterfly 
 

Alan Redley
 

Photographic Competition 
 
As indicated in the last edition of the Newsletter, I arranged to show a 
selection of the photos in the Weaver Hall Museum on London Road.  We 
can only display 12 photos at a time and decided to show the Landscape 
Category mid-April to mid-June and the Wildlife Category mid-June to 
mid-August.  This has worked quite well and I have had some favourable 
comments.  We have now changed the pictures and the Wildlife photos 
can be seen on the walls of the café section of the Museum.  If you have 
the opportunity, please call in (there is no charge to see the photos) and 
let us know what you think of the photos and the idea of the display.  The 
Museum is open each day except Monday. 
 
Jim Jeeves 

 
 

 
Heron by G Walker 
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                 Q&A about Dog Boarding 
 
The club meets for classes every Saturday at Marbury Park; in each edition of FoAM I’ll be covering a Q&A.
 
Hi Mike  As it’s coming up to holiday time can you 
point me in the direction of any dog boarders.  I 
would prefer to leave Winnie in a family home 
because it will be the first time we have left her and 
she’s such a family dog I think she would be 
distraught if I put her in kennels! 
  
A:  I suggest you have a look on The Cheshire Pet 
Network.  It’s a site created by The Willows 
Veterinary Group who host ‘Pets in the Park’ each 
year at Marbury and lists all sorts of services for pets 
from dog-sitting and walking to boarding, daycare, 
grooming etc. www.thecheshirepetnetwork.co.uk  
 
I wouldn't rule out kennels either.  I'd always board 
my dog from an early age; it broadens their 
experiences, doesn't do them any harm and gets 
them used to a kennel environment so that overnight 
stays at the vets aren't traumatic.  They are the  
 

 
experts in dog care and management and there are 
lots of good kennels in the area that you can visit and 
even do a 24hr trial with before you leave her for 
longer periods.  Ask about their policy for exercising 
and socialising dogs etc. as not all kennels operate in 
the same way. 
 
If you do go down the private route, then make sure 
whoever you leave her with is insured, registered 
with a vet and has the knowledge, resources and 
expertise to deal with your dog if she should become 
anxious, problematic or ill.  
 
Most kennels and dog minders these days also insist 
that your dog be vaccinated against kennel cough, so 
make sure you plan your dog’s holiday well in 
advance of going away! 
 
If you’ve got a question you’d like me to cover, 
email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk 

 
 

Prize Winning Woodlands
 

Back in March we entered Northwich Woodlands into 
the Royal Forestry Society's Excellence in Forestry 
Community Woodlands Awards.  A few months later 
a visit by two of the judges meant the woodlands 
were through to the next round.  
 
The two judges arrived on a beautiful late spring day 
with the bluebells and wild garlic in full flower, and 
spent a couple of hours walking around and asking 
some searching questions.  We knew we were in with 
a chance but the competition was tough.  
 
At the end of May we received a phone call 
announcing that Northwich Woodlands had won 
Silver, the second prize, which came with £500 in 
prize money for FOAM. 
 
 
 

Feedback from judges Tim Sawyer and Rob Guest 
included praise for the co-operative approach to the 
woodland’s management:  "The woodlands cover a 
huge area under different ownership and guidance.  
The integrated organisation and co-operation 
between all parties concerned, including The Friends 
of Anderton and Marbury, Cheshire West and 
Chester Council, the Forestry Commission England, 
The Mersey Forest, and a huge number of volunteers 
has resulted in a well managed and heavily used 
woodland." 
 
The Awards were presented at Wythenshawe Hall on 
3 July at which Chris Moseley and Mary Jeeves took 
the honours. 
 
Clare Olver  
The Mersey Forest 

Picnic in the Park 
 

After a week of blazing sunshine and soaring 
temperatures the 300 people who came to the Park for 
the picnic welcomed the somewhat cooler evening. 
Many groups of friends and families had been to this 
event in previous years, but there were also many 
newcomers who had seen the mention of the picnic in 
The Guardian.  Several were also newcomers to the 
area, and had just discovered the Woodlands.   
 
A big thank you to Northwich Folk Club who presented 
a miscellany of music which was much enjoyed by an 
attentive audience.    

 
This newsletter is published with support from The Mersey Forest 


