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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Hope Springs Eternal 
 

that the Woodlands will catch up on the late Spring  
and the Darling Buds of May will arrive on time! 

 
                      From the Chair 
 
The year got off to a good start with the Bird Walk in 
Big Wood, which was a huge success thanks to Greg 
Baker, Vernon Lundy and John Gilbody, who led the 
groups and pointed out bittern and kingfisher 
amongst the many species. 
 
In spite of the cold, the Nest Box Making event 
attracted a good crowd, including Over St. John's  
Beavers and other young children with their families, 
keen to assemble the kits prepared in previous 
weeks by students and volunteers.  
 

 
Didn’t we do well? 

 
The dreadful ground conditions drew attention to the 
fact that paths are needed to link The Lodge with the 
road.  The planned paths will match the standing for 
the cafe, recycling the setts removed from outside the 
library in Northwich.  Funding for these paths has 
come from a very generous anonymous donor. 
 
The 2012 Photographic Competition attracted entries 
of a very high standard.  For those of you who 
missed the exhibition in Comberbach Memorial Hall, 
there will be an opportunity to view a selection of the  

photos over the next few months at Weaver Hall 
Museum cafe. 
 
The Marbury Hall Talk attracted an audience of 60 to 
Comberbach Memorial Hall on a wintry evening.  The 
excellent talk inspired at least one member of the 
audience to continue with further research of his own.  
The new panel was on show and will be installed in 
the next few weeks along with bird panels in the  
Mere and Woodland Hides. 
 
The next FoAM event is for early risers to experience 
the Dawn Chorus with members who can help to 
identify the bird song as it builds before breakfast. 
 
Alan Garner has almost completed his three year 
stint as treasurer of FoAM.  The committee is very 
appreciative of the work that he has done, but now 
it’s someone else’s turn to take on the role. The 
position becomes vacant after the AGM in May.  If 
you would be interested in being treasurer, or would 
like to nominate someone, please contact a member 
of the committee. 
 
Following the AGM there will be the Quiz, which will 
include supper.  You are invited to enter a team or to 
join a team on the night with other people, who may, 
or may not be knowledgeable.  Either way it should 
be fun. 
 
If you have any surplus vegetable or flower seedlings 
or plants that need splitting, please save some for our 
annual Bring and Buy Plant Sale, which takes place 
at the end of May. Summer will be on its way! 
 
Mary Jeeves 
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News from the Rangers 
 
Marbury Country Park 
 
Is Spring around the corner? 
 
As we edge towards spring the sand martins and 
chiffchaffs start to arrive and we start to think about 
our spring and summer activities and work 
programme.  The winter woodland work finishes 
leaving the nesting birds in peace.   
 
The final touches of paint are applied to the outdoor 
pool in readiness for its opening on Sunday 6th May 
at noon. The pool is owned by Cheshire West and 
Chester Council and is leased to Marbury Park 
Swimming Club who are all volunteers.   The pool is 
run on a non profit making basis; all the income from 
membership and ticket sales is invested into 
maintaining the pool and providing staff when the 
pool is open.  The pool opens in May through to 
September and can be hired for private parties and 
events.  Prices  and opening times can be found on 
the website, www.marburypool.info or by emailing  
swim@marburypool.co.uk or write to Jeanette 
Unsworth at 9a Maori Drive Frodsham WA6 7BS. 
 
Thoughts turn to events such as The Joshua Tree 
Fun Run on 27th April; Cheshire Orienteering Schools  
Relay Competition on 11th May, attracting 200-300 
school children; the Comberbach Fun Run on 12th 
May, and Pets in the Park on 19th May.  All of these 
events, although led by outside organisations, take 
my time in ensuring they are correctly run. 
 

 
 
 
The Wheels for All cycling project starts again for the 
summer on Wednesday 17th April, running every 
Wednesday and Sunday from 10am to 3pm.  Groups 
and individuals can book onto a cycling session 
offered to people with disabilities, differing abilities, or 
those recovering from ill health.  If you require more 
information about the project call 01925 234213 or 
visit www.wheelsforall@cycling.org.uk. 
 
Regular visitors to the park will be pleased to hear 
the Cheshire Wildlife Trust boardwalk is now open as 
the bittern hasn’t been seen for quite some time.  The 
boardwalk is accessed from Marbury Country Park 
100 metres from the steps which lead to the mere 
bird hide;  the route takes you through the Coward 
reserve on a circular path back to the boardwalk.  
The boardwalk will be closed again next winter before 
the bittern returns. 
 
Here’s to spring! 
 
Chris Moseley 
 

                    
                          Not here yet but we’re hoping

Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes 
 
The sheep will be on Ashton’s until the end of April – 
then Cheshire Wildlife Trust will take them elsewhere 
for summer grazing, and hopefully they will return to 
Carey Park and Ashton’s Flash in the Autumn. We 
have had a contractor (John Hughes Landscapes) 
carrying out some other scrub clearance on the Flash 
over the winter – this is to help prevent the scrub 
taking over and crowding out the wildflowers. 
 
We’ve been busy with the volunteers around 
Ashton’s in the last few weeks – tree guards have 
been removed and the glades either side of the path 
between the Flashes have been cleared hopefully to 
encourage dingy skipper butterflies over the summer. 
Charles, who has been on long term placement with 
us from Aberystwyth University, has also created 
some viewing points around Neumann’s Flash and 

been busy cutting back the brambles from the path 
edges and fences. 
 
Volunteers needed please: Each year walking 
transects are carried out to note the presence and 
number of dingy skipper butterflies on Ashton’s Flash  
and part of Carey Park, but we really need the help of 
volunteers to conduct these transects – can you help 
please? The transects are carried out once a week 
between the end of May/beginning of June and early 
July. Each transect takes roughly an hour. If you are 
interested or have any questions about this, please 
ring Dave James on 01606 77741. This species of 
butterfly is in decline and is therefore a priority for 
conservation. Thank you. 
 
Amanda Pritchard.  
 

 
Note:  We are very sorry to learn that, due to a reorganisation, Amanda will in future be working with 
the Chester Rangers’ Team and will be leaving the Marbury Rangers’ Team.  We wish Amanda good luck and 
success in her new post.          Mary Jeeves, Chair of FoAM 
 
      
      Stop Press    We are delighted to report that chiffchaffs were heard on the 5 April and  
                                  sand martins have been seen at the sand martin bank at Haydn’s Pool.
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Anderton Nature Park and Carey Park 
 
As spring has finally arrived there will be a shift 
towards practical tasks as part of managing the 
Northwich Woodlands.   Jobs included on the list are 
refurbishment of fishing platforms by the River 
Weaver, and the dragonfly pond dipping platform is in 
need of some TLC.  No doubt as vegetation 
continues to grow there will be lots of cutting back in 
and around steps and paths.  This work will be 
carried out throughout the whole of the various parks 
we look after, including the Northwich Woodlands. 
 

 
 
We will continue to remove as many tree guards as 
possible during the next couple of weeks at Ashton’s 
Flash;  hopefully this job will come to an end soon.  
 
We are also in a position to spot spray ragwort, that 
pernicious wildflower, which fills volunteers with a  
 
 

 
 
feeling of dread!  Some areas will need to be pulled 
but we are hoping that we can finally get this unique 
flower under control.  In areas where we have a nice 
herb flower rich pasture, we will then be able to cut 
hay, and move the seed to other species poor areas.  
Better start sharpening the scythe!  
 
The local Rotary Club will spend a couple of days 
with us at Carey Park to help look after the Jubilee 
Wood. We planted more than 900 trees  over the last 
two seasons and now they need a little looking after.  
This will involve removing the grass close to the 
young trees to lessen the competition for water  and 
nutrients and also to let in the much needed light. 
 
Unfortunately after spending two years with the team 
we have to say goodbye to Amanda.  Amanda as 
part of an internal reorganisation will join the ranger 
team in Chester. 
  
This leaves Chris and I to look after the Northwich 
woodlands, with a little help from Charles.  Charles, 
who is on work placement from Aberystwyth 
University, has opted to stay with us for an extra 
couple of months, so we are very grateful for his help.  
 
That’s all for now. 
 
Cheers Dave and Blue 

Our thanks to W&T Gibson Ltd, Kingsley Mill 
 
With the prolonged cold spell lasting most of the first 
quarter of 2013, the birds at Marbury Country Park 
have benefitted greatly from the generosity of seed 
merchants W&T Gibson Ltd of Kingsley Mill.  For the 
third consecutive winter, Gibson's have kindly 
sponsored both the feeding stations in the Park and 
donated all the bird seed and peanuts needed to 
keep the feeders going from October to April.  In total 
they have now donated approximately 600kgs of 
seed and 400kgs of peanuts. 
 
As a result of their generosity, not only have the birds 
been able to survive the winter in better condition to 
face the breeding season, but members of the public 
have been able to enjoy watching the many different 
species of birds that visit the feeding stations.  If you 
have difficulty identifying the various species to be 

seen from the Woodland and Reedbed hides, help is 
on its way.  We will soon have Bird ID panels at both 
hides, illustrating most of the species you are likely to 
encounter. 
 
Although we only feed the birds at Marbury during the 
winter, many people now continue feeding in their 
gardens throughout the year.  You might want to 
consider purchasing your next consignment of bird 
food from Kingsley Mill - in my experience they are 
considerably cheaper than most other reputable 
suppliers, especially if you buy over the counter.  
They are located on the road from Crowton to 
Kingsley and can be contacted on 01928788210. 
(End of commercial!) 
 
Alan Garner

   

                                                                 
                                                                               the feeding station at the woodland hide 
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Letter to Ranger 
 

Saturday  12th  January 
Dear Ranger 
 
We thought you might be interested to know that we 
saw 2 bitterns in the reed bed at the west end of the 
mere.  We were in the hide with some other people.  
The time was about 2.30pm.  The birds suddenly rose 
up into the air from within the reeds and flapped at 
each other before dropping back down again and 
standing there 'star-gazing' for a little while before 
disappearing back into the reeds again.  
 
We've been to Marbury many times but never seen 
bitterns before so it made today's visit very 
worthwhile. 
 
Lots of tits, chaffinches and a nuthatch to watch as 
well and Canada and grey lag geese out on the mere.  
Cormorants, tufted ducks....... And all the usual 
suspects too! (And a black swan!) 
 
Thanks for all you do to keep Marbury a special place. 
 
John & Helen Read 
Lymm 
 
This letter and other comments will be put in the 
Visitors’ Book, which is kept in the Rangers' Cabin at 
Marbury.  If you have any comments or suggestions 
that you would like to make about Northwich 
Woodlands, please add them when you visit. 
 
 
‘We think Marbury Country Park is a fabulous 
resource and are only sorry we do not live closer.  We 
have been visiting on our own for a while, but this 
walk, led by volunteers with excellent local knowledge 
helped us to know where to find different species of 
birds and what to look out for.  The highlights?  We 
had our first sighting of a bittern thanks to Greg, and 
we also had several brilliant sightings of a kingfisher – 
always a joy and a first for my adult son who was 
chuffed to bits! 
 
Our grateful thanks to the volunteers giving up their 
time and sharing their knowledge.  I hope there are 
more events planned and we will be recommending 
them to our like-minded friends.  Thanks again.’ 
 
Audrey Stephens 
27 January 2013 
 

Your  Newsletter 
Items deadline for the next issue: 5th July 

We welcome comments, ideas, photos and 
articles for inclusion in future issues of the 
newsletter.  Email items to: Joanne Redley  
at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at the 
Rangers’ Cabin marked for the attention of 
Joanne.  Many Thanks.  
 
 

Have your say on The Mersey Forest Plan 
 
Get in there quick (before the end of April) to have 
your say on plans to create more woodlands in North 
Cheshire and Merseyside. 
 
The newly updated Mersey Forest Plan aims to plant 
millions more trees across the local area, with long-
term aspirations in Cheshire West and Chester to 
plant urban trees, copses, and larger woodlands and 
improve their management for people and wildlife.  
 
The plan has been created by The Mersey Forest 
Partnership which has planted 9 million trees since 
1991 (and has worked with FOAM for many years 
too). The partnership is made up of Cheshire West 
and Chester Council and six other local authorities, 
the Forestry Commission, Natural England, 
Environment Agency and local communities and 
businesses.  
 
The draft document can be found at 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/plan, where you can see 
proposals on an interactive map, and put forward your 
views until the end of April.  
 
Printed copies of the plan are also in libraries in 
northern areas of Cheshire West and Chester (call 
Clare Olver on 01925 816217 or 07787 152477 or 
email clare.olver@merseyforest.org.uk  for further 
details). 
 
GIFT-T! (Green Infrastructure for Tomorrow – 
Together!) has contributed to the funding of The 
Mersey Forest Plan consultation. The Mersey Forest 
is working with partners in the UK, Belgium and the 
Netherlands to share approaches and develop best 
practice between 2011 and 2014 as part of this EU 
Interreg funded project. 
 
Clare Olver 
Project Development Officer, The Mersey Forest 
Team 
 
************************************************************* 
 
Dear Friends of Anderton & Marbury 
 
I was absolutely delighted to see the 1943 photograph 
of the Polish Army group at Marbury in the Northwich 
Guardian (5th December 2012).  My father was on the 
photograph.  As I tried to find the owner of the 
photograph I was amazed to receive a phone call from 
an old work colleague from1976.  Wow!  She told me 
she had a copy of it through FoAM as she was a 
committee member.  My mother was thrilled to see the 
photo as she can tell many a tale about the Marbury 
Hall days.  The website on Marbury is stunning.  It 
gave Mum great pleasure.  You certainly brightened 
up her day. 
 
Good luck with all the challenges ahead and thanks a 
million. 
 
Maria Thurlwell, St. Bees, Cumbria. 
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AGM, Quiz and Supper 
Monday 20 May 

at Comberbach Memorial Hall 
 

We look forward to welcoming you and your guests 
for an enjoyable evening  
 
The AGM will start at 7.30 pm. 
 
At 8.15pm we will begin the Quiz, and this will be 
followed by a hot supper at 9 pm. 
 
You do not have to attend the AGM to take part in the 
Quiz!  You can enter as a team, or come and make 
up a team with others. 
 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL.  The charge for the Quiz and 
Supper is £6.00, and booking is essential so that we 
know the numbers for catering.  You may pay on the 
night, and you are asked to bring your own drinks 
and glasses. 
 
Contact:  Anna Cooper  01606 891683 
(email annacooper31@hotmail.com)  
 

Also Look Forward to.. 
 
Saturday 4th May 
Dawn Chorus Walk 
FoAM’s birding experts will be leading this ever 
popular event for everyone interested in birds. 
Meet:  5.00 am, Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  John Gilbody 01606 882065 
 
Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th May 
Bring and Buy Plant Sale 
Our Annual Plant Bring and Buy Sale, held in 
Marbury Country Park,  has been a huge success 
because you generously provided us with vast 
numbers of plants to sell. Because of the disastrous 
winter and spring any plants will be most welcome – 
annuals, seedlings, perennials, salads, herbs, 
vegetables, and any others you may have - if 
possible labelled and in pots.  Thank you. 
 
Saturday 29th June 
A Summer Walk at Anderton 
A guided walk in Anderton Nature Park to view the 
many summer wildflowers. 
Meet: 10.00 am Anderton Nature Park car park 
Contact:  Mary Jeeves  01606 77688 
 
Saturday 6th July 
Breakfast with Moths 
Join FoAM’s regular moth trappers to see the range 
of beautiful moths attracted to the traps on the 
previous night.  Croissants and orange juice available 
for breakfast.  Donations welcome. 
Meet:  9.30 am Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Alan Garner  01606 883539 
 
 

Saturday 20th July 
FoAM Picnic in the Park 

 
A special musical evening to celebrate what we hope 
will be a glorious summer in the park!  Bring your own 
picnic or food to barbecue.   
Meet:  5.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
 
 

 
 

The Well Heeled Dog Club:  
Q’s & A’s about dog training 
The club meets for classes every Saturday at 
Marbury Park; in each edition of FoAM I’ll be covering 
a Q&A. 
 
Hi Mike 
I'm finding Roxy increasingly difficult to manage.  I've 
got MS which means some days I am very tired and 
can't always summon the energy to walk her.  I want 
to keep her happy but I know she needs more 
stimulation and interaction.  Is there anything I can 
do? 
 
A:  Sometimes life gets a bit difficult for all of us but 
don't worry about Roxy, so long as she's warm, fed 
and loved (not fussed) she'll be happy.  Yes, she 
could do with regular walks and there's lots of dog 
walking services in the area, or retired people in the 
village that would love to take her out.  Try putting an 
ad in your local paper or Spar, or Pet Shop and see 
who turns up.  Add her photo too;  there won't be 
many who wouldn't warm to her. 
 
The other thing you might like to consider is a 
different kind of training for her at home - Clicker 
Training.  There's a wonderful book that's inspired 
many home-bound people by Karen Pryor, 'Don't 
Shoot The Dog'.  It teaches owners and dogs a 
different method of thinking and interaction - in fact 
it's the same principal that dolphin trainers use.  
You'd be amazed by the results and Roxy would love 
it too. There are some basic examples of clicker 
training on YouTube and I think Karen's got a few 
links to her classes on there too. 
 
If you’ve got a question you’d like me to cover, 
email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk 
 
************************************************************* 

marburyhall.com 
 
Remember to take a look at our new website to find 
information about the history of Marbury.  Our 
appreciation goes to Mike Bray and Tom Butlin of the 
Mersey Forest for their technical support in 
establishing  the new web domain. 
 
Alan Redley 
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Photographic Competition 
 
The judges, Nick Jones and Andy Harmer, were 
impressed with the high standard and some 
outstanding photos were exhibited in March in 
Comberbach Memorial Hall. There were 82 entries, 
29 Landscape, 16 Fun in the Park and 37 Wildlife.  
Nick and Andy were unable to combine their 
conclusions due to unforeseen circumstances and 
separately they only agreed on one first place! In 
order to make use of their expertise and comments 
we decided to give the judges’ results separately and 
thus there were duplicate awards in two categories.   
 
45 people viewed the exhibition and were keen to 
vote for their favourite picture. While the winner 
coincided with the judges’ choice, it was by a very 
small margin. 24 different pictures were chosen by 45 
people, thus demonstrating the difficult nature of the 
judging process! 
  
The final results will be found on the FoAM website 
and the winning photographs will be shown in the 
next few newsletters.  
 

In order to give the entries more exposure we have 
arranged to show a selection of the photos in the 
Weaver Hall Museum on London Road. We can 
display 12 photos at a time and have decided to 
show the Landscape Category mid-April to mid-June, 
Wildlife Category mid-June to mid-August and Fun in 
the Park mid-August to mid-October. We hope to be 
able to exhibit at least one photograph from each 
entrant over the 6 month period.  We feel that this will 
in some way reflect the standard of entries and show 
appreciation for the effort put in by the entrants.  
 
Please pop into the museum and have a look over a 
cup of coffee. The museum is open each day except 
Mondays.  The photos will be on display from 16th 
April onwards. Contact Jim Jeeves (Competition 
Organiser) for more information. 
 
I would like to express my thanks for the help I have 
received in the running of the event; it made the 
process a pleasure to be associated with.  
 
Jim Jeeves

 

 
Into the Light – Alison Hamlin-Hughes    Winner Landscape Category 

 
 

                   
                  Big Wood Bluebells – Pete Leicester                                                       Sun Trap – Simon Davies 
                  Second in Landscape Category                                             Third in Landscape Category 
  

This newsletter is published with support from The Mersey Forest 


