
Minutes of the 13
th

 Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
 

Comberbach Memorial Hall 
Monday 30

th
 April 2012 

 
 
The Chair of FoAM, Alan Redley, opened the meeting at 19.30 hrs and welcomed attendees to the Meeting. 
 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 
 
The Chair had received apologies from Alan and Eileen Garner and Richard Snow. 
 
 
2. Minutes of Last meeting 
 
Minutes of the 12

th
 AGM held on 16

th
 May 2011 had been posted on FoAM’s website as previously agreed, instead 

of issuing paper copies to members.  The Chair asked if anyone had any concerns or issues concerning last year’s 
Minutes. 
 
No concerns were raised and the Minutes of the 12

th
 AGM were approved as a true statement. 

 
 
3. Matters Arising from 2011 AGM Minutes 
 
No Matters were arising from last year’s Minutes. 
 
 
4. Chair’s Report 
 
Alan started by saying that the twelve months since the previous AGM had again been marked by a full programme 
of events and achievements.   
 
Mary and Jim Jeeves held another Bring and Buy Plant Sale at Marbury in May.  This was very successful and 
raised over £200.  It is being repeated this year and I know some of you are already growing plants to bring along 
and donate on the day. 
 
Despite the cold weather, the moth event in June went well.  This was thanks to Liz Bentham and Ranger Amanda 
Pritchard trapping moths to show visitors and Paul Hill’s fluent presentation and handling of questions on the day. 
 
FoAM attended the Cheshire Show in June and joined the Rangers on the Cheshire West and Chester stand which, 
this year, showcased volunteering. 
 
Also in June, we helped CWAC Link run their Family Fun and Fitness Day.  The weather was very hot on the day, 
which helped draw in 1,000 visitors to the Park.  We will be helping CWAC Link run a similar event this year, to be 
held on 24

th
 June. 

 
Dave James and Mary Jeeves led a Wildflower Walk in July, which was enjoyed by 17 visitors.  The leaflet 
produced by Mary for the event was well received.  We had a bumper turnout for FoAM’s Picnic in the Park, which 
was also held in July, with 125 people attending.  Our thanks once again go to the Weavils for providing music, 
which helped make the evening a great success. 
 
Mary Jeeves helped the Rangers’ with a children’s bug hunt event in August at Furey Wood.  Joanne Redley ran a 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic at Marbury, ably assisted by Rangers Dave James and Amanda Pritchard.  The event was a 
great success and was attended by about 60 children and 30 adults. 
 
October saw FoAM joined by Fungalpunk Dave of Fungal Friends for another successful foray, in spite of the lack of 
fungi. 
 
Mary Jeeves ran a successful Winter Tree Walk in November, supported by Ranger Dave James.  This was 
attended by 32 people, who gave positive feedback about the event. 
 



Joanne Redley organised a Christmas decorations event in December, helped by Rangers Dave James and 
Amanda Pritchard.  40 people made decorations in spite of the icy weather. 
 
In January Vernon Lundy organised a Bird Walk in Big Wood.  For the second year running, a bittern in the Coward 
Reed bed obligingly popped up to give everyone a chance to see this elusive bird. 
 
Brenda Yates organised a pruning workshop in February.  The volunteers and Rangers learned new skills, which 
were put into effect in the orchard at Marbury and will help maintain the orchard in future. John Gilbody organised 
another successful Nest Box Making Event, which was also held in February. 
 
March saw an indoor meeting at Comberbach Memorial Hall, where David Kitching gave an illustrated talk on 
dragonflies.  In the past, we have had mixed support for indoor events, but I’m pleased to say that this talk was well 
attended and well received. 
 
Alan said he hoped this has given a flavour of the extent and wide variety of events FoAM has been involved in 
during the year and stressed that most of these events were only made possible through partnership working with 
other organisations. 
 
On the project front, Alan said FoAM has again had major successes. 
 
Early in the year, we were disappointed that the sand martins appeared to have once again missed out on taking up 
residence in our Sand Martin Bank at Haydn’s Pool.  However, at the end of June, we were delighted to see sand 
martins starting to take an interest in the Bank, for what we assume were second broods.  In the event, we estimate 
that about 50 young sand martins fledged successfully and, fingers crossed, will be back this year.  My thanks go to 
Vernon Lundy and the other volunteers, whose persistence has resulted in yet another successful project for FoAM. 
 
We completed construction of a second island at Haydn’s Pool in September.  This was made possible by Tata 
Chemicals Europe, who donated 52 tonnes of stone.  In addition, their volunteers joined us to help construct the 
island.  The work was made easier by the lack of water in the pool, but we couldn’t really call the new construction 
an island unless it was surrounded by water. 
 
In past years the Rangers have hired a portable pump to top up Haydn’s Pool by pumping water from Wade Brook.  
This time, budget constraints meant they were unable to help out.  The Brine and Water Business of INEOS 
Enterprises came to our rescue by offering a permanent connection to their water main, which runs near the Pool.  
INEOS donated the flanges and fittings to enable the connection to be made and also donated a 100m length of 
flexible pipe to run into the pool.  Their staff helped make the attachment to the water main and also helped our 
volunteers install the flexible pipe into the Pool.  This generous help will enable us to manage water levels 
throughout the year in future. 
 
December 7

th
 saw, what was for me, the highlight of the year and of my three year term as Chair of FoAM, when 

Marbury Lodge was officially opened.  This was the culmination of several years’ work and the overcoming of many 
difficulties and obstacles on the way.  The opening was attended by Councillor Stuart Parker, the Portfolio Holder 
for Leisure and Recreation.  The three Marbury Ward Councillors, Norman Wright, Malcolm Byram and Don 
Hammond also came.  I was pleased that the local contractors used for the work - Andy White of Greenwood Oak 
(who designed and built the shelter) and Dave Plumbley of Plumbley Environmental Contractors (who carried out 
the ground-works) - were both there.  The event was made even more enjoyable as it was rounded off with superb 
catering from our volunteers.  None of this would have been possible without the generous donation from one of our 
volunteers. 
 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
 
In the absence of the Treasurer, Frances Findlay read out the Report which Alan Garner had prepared.  There were 
no questions raised and a copy of the Report and the Income and Expenditure Report is attached for information.  
The Chair put on record his thanks to the Treasurer and to Steve Penwill, who had audited the Accounts. 
 
 
6. Report from Membership Secretary 
 
Jim Jeeves, Membership Secretary, informed the Meeting that the current membership was 193, an increase of 23 
during the year, which is a very healthy increase.  The membership includes 80 individuals and 94 in households 
and Life Membership now stands at 13 members. 



 
Postage costs are minimised through 125 members having their Newsletter delivered by email.  32 Newsletters are 
either posted or delivered by hand. 
 
Jim reported that the monthly events programme is regularly emailed to members. 
 
Closing his Report, Jim made a plea to those who had changed their email addresses to let him have their new 
contact information. 
 
 
7. Election of Officers and Committee for 2012/13 
 
The Chair said that if anyone wishes to join the Committee, we are always on the look-out for new blood to join us.   
Please contact any of the Committee if you are interested.  You are always welcome to come along to a meeting 
and take a look at what we do before committing yourselves! 
 
Alan said he had come to the end of his three year term and will be standing down as Chair, in accordance with 
FoAM’s Constitution.  He had been asked by the Committee to continue in the role of looking after grant 
applications and projects for the coming year. 
 
Alan reported that Mary Jeeves has put her name forward to take on the role of Chair. 
 
He also reported that Brenda Yates and Anna Cooper have put their names forward to join the Committee.  Without 
new ideas and inputs, the Committee would become stale, and the Chair said he was very pleased that we have 
two potential new members joining the Committee. 
 
Finally, Alan reported that Helen Mitchem (formerly Collins) from the Mersey Forest is to be replaced by Clare 
Olver. 
 
In accordance with the Constitution, four Resolutions were proposed by the Chair: 
 

1. Appointment of Mary Jeeves as Chair. 
 

2. Re-election of those Existing Officers and Additional Committee Members who are not standing down 
this year and re-election of Alan Redley as an Additional Committee Member. 

 
3. Election of two new Additional Committee Members, Brenda Yates and Anna Cooper. 
 
4. Election of Clare Olver from the Mersey Forest to replace Helen Mitchem. 
 

The proposals were nominated and seconded and the Resolutions were unanimously accepted. 
 
 
8. Any Other Business 
 
Alan said he would like to take the opportunity to thank all the Committee Members, Rangers and volunteers for 
their support over the past three years, which had made his time as Chair enjoyable.  He then handed over to Mary 
Jeeves and wished her every success in her time as Chair. 
 
In turn, Alan was warmly thanked by the new Chair, Mary Jeeves, and by David James on behalf of the Ranger 
Service for his many contributions and hard work on behalf of FoAM throughout the previous three years. 
 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the Meeting at 20.10 hrs. 



FOAM Treasurer’s Report 

2011-2012 
AGM – 30th April 2012 

 
 
The past year has once again been one of financial strength, with an increase in our net assets of £1429.81. This is 
illustrated in the attached Income and Expenditure report and I hope that the following notes will add some value to 
the figures shown in it. 
 
As has become the norm now, our events were self-funding overall, even realising a small profit of £34.12 (although 
that is not the prime objective of the events) 
 
In financial terms, the most significant activity was the building of Marbury Lodge.  Although the vast majority of the 
funding came from the generosity of one of our members and, as such, did not need to pass through our accounts, 
we did contribute £5477.80 to cover the cost of ground-works.  Most of this amount was made available through the 
release of two provisions - £2700, which was granted to us in 2010-11 by the local Councillors, and a further £2700 
from the Heritage Lottery fund provision. 
 
The other big project was the construction of a second island in Haydn’s Pool, to try to attract more wading birds to 
breed. Tata Chemicals (Europe) generously donated 52 tonnes of limestone but we still had to buy the gravel and 
pay for a contractor with specialised equipment, resulting in a cost of £778.86.  £136.10 was spent on two lots of 
seed to produce crops for winter-feeding of finches, buntings etc.  One of these lots has been sown on Dairy House 
Meadows and is growing well; the other is due to be sown to the left of Marbury Lane beyond Butterfinch Bridge. 
 
Subscription income increased to £1743, of which £560 was for Life Memberships.  Because of the need to make 
provision for Life Memberships, releasing them progressively over 20 years, the net subscription income is shown 
as £1243. Despite an agreement to provide us with a CCI grant of £400, administrative problems meant that the 
cheque was not received until after the end of the financial year, so it will be shown in next year’s accounts. Once 
again, income from the sale of charcoal, logs, wood-chip, rustic furniture etc, together with a variety of donations 
account for a substantial part of our annual income, amounting to over £2100. With all the costs associated with the 
Interpretive Panel for Haydn’s Pool now cleared, a provision of £750 was released, and is shown as “Other 
Income”. 
 
Publicity costs of £922 cover the cost of publishing the quarterly Newsletters plus the purchase of display panels. 
Most of the £268.53 ‘Postage, Stationery’ is for stamps and, although it is significantly higher than the previous 
year, this is because the costs in 2010-11 were abnormally low.  W T Gibson of Kingsley once again generously 
provided bird food for the two public feeding stations in Marbury, with some supplementary seed provided by a 
visitor to the Park.  Consequently, we only had to buy one bag of peanuts, at a cost of £44.99.  We also paid £25 
subscription to the Mid-Cheshire Barn Owl Conservation Group.  £236.20 ‘FOAM Workwear’ reflects the purchase 
of sweatshirts and fleeces for use by volunteers.  Much of this cost is offset by the sale of the fleeces to the 
volunteers.  The ‘General’ expenditure of £188 was for a training course on pruning fruit trees (£125) and purchase 
of charcoal bags (£63). 
 
The final item worthy of explanation is the NCWES Grant of £1998.47, shown under Liabilities.  The Northwich 
Community Woodland Ecology Society, a small charity set up a few years ago, was wound up last year and its 
trustees decided to transfer its outstanding funds to FOAM, to be used in any way consistent with the objectives of 
the former charity.  As appropriate projects/purchases are identified, the provision will be progressively released. 
 
So, we ended the year in a strong financial position, despite our total assets having fallen by over £1900.  As we 
continue to find ways of helping to improve the Northwich Woodlands for people and wildlife, we should expect to 
see more of our funds used on projects, although we will continue to seek grant funding wherever we can. 
 
Finally, I would like to thanks Steve Penwill for auditing the accounts once again. 
 
 
 
Alan Garner (Treasurer) 



Income & Expenditure

Events and projects:

Events

Income 752.57 571.06

Costs (718.45) (530.46)

------------ 34.12 40.60

Sponsored Projects

Brunner Mond Hide 0.00 (1,165.86)

Chester Zoo -Sand Martin, project 0.00 (17.88)

Foundation for Marbury Lodge (5,477.80) 0.00

Provision release 5,400.00 1,000.00

------------ (77.80) ------------ (183.74)

Other Projects

Wood Mizer 0.00 (360.00)

Floating bird island 0.00 (21.15)

Barn Owl Box 0.00 (44.90)

Second Island for Haydns Pool (778.86) 0.00

Wild Bird Seed (136.10) 0.00

------------ (914.96) ------------ (360.00)

Other Income:

Subscriptions (net) 1,243.00 1,045.00

CCI Grant 0.00 1,385.00

Donations from talks 330.00 165.00

Donations 752.50 562.50

Sales (Logs, charcoal etc) 1,103.60 1,239.95

FOAM Workwear 140.40 0.00

Provision release 750.00 0.00

------------ 4,319.50 ------------ 4,397.45

Other Expenditure:

Meeting room hire (105.95) (186.29)

BTCV membership & Insurance (140.38) (134.79)

Costs - publicity (922.00) (877.63)

Postage, Stationery (268.53) (63.72)

Bird food, flower seeds,Barn Owl Group (69.99) (62.50)

FOAM Workwear (236.20) 0.00

General (188.00) (82.45)

------------ (1,931.05) ------------ (1,407.38)

------------ ------------

Net Income 1,429.81 2,486.93

Assets & Liabilities 31-Mar-12 7-Apr-11 movement

Assets

Bank account - General 17454.21 16,677.01 777.20

Bank Account - Heritage 58.47 2,758.47 (2,700.00)

Bank Account - Other 2.00 2.00 0.00

Cash 4.32 2.91 1.41

------------ ------------ ------------

Total Assets 17,519.00 19,440.39 (1,921.39)

Liabilities/Provisions

Unpresented cheques (300.33) 0.00 (300.33)

Provision for Interpretive Panel 0.00 (750.00) 750.00

Provision for Educational Pack (500.00) (500.00) 0.00

Provision for Oak Shelter 0.00 (2,700.00) 2,700.00

Provision for Heritage costs (58.47) (2,758.47) 2,700.00

NCWES Grant (1,998.47) 0.00 (1,998.47)

Provision for Life Membership (1,108.00) (608.00) (500.00)

Total Liabilities (3,965.27) (7,316.47) 3,351.20

------------ ------------ ------------

Net Assets 13,553.73 12,123.92 1,429.81

Funding

Prior year net funding 12,123.92 9,703.04 2,420.88

Current year net income 1,429.81 2,420.88 (991.07)

------------ ------------ ------------

Total funding 13,553.73 12,123.92 1,429.81

Signed (Treasurer): Date:

Signed (Auditor): Date:

Friends of Anderton & Marbury
Treasurers Report, 7th April 2011 - 31st March 2012

2011-12 2010-11

 


