
5. Marbury Hall Camp, Second World War Years 
 
 
As early as 1937 a survey had begun of all buildings which could be used in case of war and 
country houses were earmarked as safe centres for the evacuation of children, hospital patients 
and even art treasures.  Most of Cheshire was a safe distance from bombing targets and its 
ancient families of gentry and aristocracy, in their country houses and halls, were about to give 
great service to the war effort.  When war was declared in September 1939, requisitioning 
began and, in 1940, the Marbury estate was requisitioned for the war effort, initially housing 
British and American soldiers. 
 
The network of tarmac roads which still exist today are believed to have been laid down by the 
Americans for their trucks. 
 
 
 
The following pictures of the 7th Battalion, King’s Own Royal Regiment taken at Marbury Hall in 
1942 are courtesy of The King’s Own Royal Regiment Museum, Lancaster 
www.kingsownmuseum.plus.com 
 
 

 
Signal platoon, 7

th
 Battalion, at Marbury, June 1942 

 
 
 

 
Carrier platoon, 7

th
 Battalion, at Marbury, June 1942 

  

http://www.kingsownmuseum.plus.com/


 

 
Warrant Officers, Staff Sergeants and Sergeants at Marbury Hall, 1942 

 

 
Officers of the 7

th
 Battalion at Marbury Hall, 1942 

 

 
 

 
Visit of the Colonel of the Regiment at Marbury, June 1942 

  



By late 1942 substantial permanent camps were needed to hold Prisoners Of War (POW’s) 
from North Africa and several large building firms were commissioned to build them in concrete, 
timber and corrugated iron.  Some were built by the POW’s themselves while sleeping under 
canvas. 
 
There were about 20 camps in Cheshire including Marbury Hall Northwich, which was known as 
Camp 180, although it is also referred to as Camp 189.  Marbury Hall Northwich was a ‘cage’ 
where Germans, Russians, Poles, Italians and Austrians were sent direct from Camp 9 
(Kempton Park Racecourse) for further sorting. 
 
 
 
Stanley W Stafford was a medic in the United States 5th Auxiliary Surgical Group.  Between 
Nov. 1942 and Aug. 1945, he wrote around 180 letters to his mother.  These were found neatly 
preserved in the order they were received, in his old bedroom at his parents'.  They were 
wrapped with a green ribbon.  Stanley was one of the first Army medics.  He spent 19 months at 
Fort Sam Houston, TX training other medics.  His group was attached to the Ninth Army in the 
summer of 1944.  His letters give a front row seat to a medic's life during WWII as he moved 
around Europe. 
 
 

 
Photographs sent home to his mother by Stanley Stafford 

 
 

Stanley was stationed at Marbury Hall in August 1944.  The top three photographs are of 
Marbury Hall, bottom left is labelled ‘Budworth Mere. Northwich, England, August 1944’.  The 
bottom middle is of Stanley in front of Marbury Hall.  The bottom right is of a neighbouring hall 
and is marked ‘Confidential until reclassified by censor’. 

  



This photograph is Armin Jost, who was a German POW at Marbury.  The notes say that Armin 
lost both his legs in combat.  The black triangle on his left knee denotes him as a dangerous 
Nazi. 

 

 
 
 
 
December 1944 saw the last attempt made by Luftwaffe men to escape to Germany by air.  It is 
not known how, but four POW’s escaped from Marbury Camp 180 and were apprehended only 
a few miles away from the camp at the controls of a Marauder bomber on the large USAAF 
aerodrome base at Warrington. 
 
 
 
This postcard was sent from Marbury Camp 189 by German POW Bootsmaat Hans Deike and 
is post marked 8 October 1946. 

 

 
 

 
  



The Geneva Convention forbade forcing POW officers to work but about 85% of all POW’s did 
work, generally employed on the land. 
 
 
A boy aged 13 had the following recollections about the period 1942-43: 
 
‘As the Tides of War swayed in our favour, trainloads of German POW’s arrived at Northwich 
Station.  They were lined up four abreast and marched to Marbury Hall.  I and hundreds of other 
youths went often to watch their arrival to hoot, jeer and shout as these our enemies, whole 
lines of unkempt men with few possessions, unshaven, weary and red-eyed and in some cases 
ill-clad, these once proud remnants of Hitler’s armies, escorted by perhaps a dozen or so armed 
troops, as they marched the two or three miles to their camp.  Gradually people got used to 
these arrivals, and feelings toward them gradually tempered.  The Italian POW’s were the first 
allowed out of camp to work on farms and in local businesses, including ICI. 
 
My dad was in the lorry business.  We had two Germans to help him.  They had to eat in the 
barn.  My mother was always soft-hearted; she came in one day and said ‘Have you seen what 
they’ve given those poor lads for their dinners?  A scrap of dry bread and a scrap of sausage.  
You can’t expect a man to do a day’s work on that!’  Soon she was giving them their dinner.  In 
the end we had them in for Sunday dinner.’ 
 
Another boy aged 14 at the time, recalls a Camp Orchestra at Marbury in 1943-1945: 
 
‘Some hundreds of prisoners, not considered a high security risk, came to Marbury Hall. 
 
I remember practising the piano one afternoon, and seeing a German POW, who was engaged 
in hedge-cutting for the local farmer, spending a long time on the piece immediately in front of 
our house.  When we got into conversation, it turned out he had been a cathedral organist in 
Germany and he was delighted to listen to anyone playing Bach, even a beginner like me.  He 
always lingered after that, when we played classical records, with the windows open. 
 
A music teacher in Hartford and her husband invite home a German musician, August 
Wusterbecker, captured at Ostend.  By this time Wusterbecker, who was not only a violinist but 
also a conductor, had formed a camp orchestra.  Instruments were loaned by local musicians.  
Paul Voight, a violin-maker and restorer, supplied a cello and one or two double-basses were 
actually made in the camp.  The problem of dress was overcome by blackout material being 
used to make a rough type of evening dress.  My family were invited to concerts and it was 
great treat for me, because travel to Manchester to hear the Halle [orchestra] wasn’t possible 
due to petrol rationing.’ 
 
 
The most famous POW at Marbury was held there for only a short time.  In 1944, Sergeant Bert 
Trautmann was one of the few survivors of the Allied bombing of Kleve and with no unit left, he 
decided to head home to Bremen.  By this point, German soldiers without valid leave papers 
were being shot as deserters, so he sought to evade troops from either side.  A few days later, 
he was captured in a barn by two American soldiers who decided he had no useful intelligence 
and marched him out of the barn with his hands raised.  Fearing he was about to be executed, 
he fled and evaded his captors only to jump over a fence and land at the feet of a British soldier. 
 
He was initially imprisoned near Ostend then transferred to a transit camp in Essex, where he 
was classified as a Category ‘C’ prisoner, meaning he was regarded as a Nazi.  He was then 
transferred to the POW camp at Marbury and interned with other Category ‘C’ prisoners.  He 
was soon downgraded to non-Nazi ‘B’ status and was taken to POW Camp 50 at Ashton-in-
Makerfield, where he stayed until 1948. 
 
Football matches were held regularly in the camp in which he played outfield.  In a match 
against Haydock, he picked up an injury and swapped positions with the goalkeeper and 
continued playing in that position from then on.  With closure of the POW camp imminent, 
Trautmann declined an offer of repatriation and stayed in England, which eventually led to him 
signing with Manchester City on 7 October 1949. 



East and West Parks 
 
This aerial photograph from 1945 shows that there were already a number of ‘hutments’ at 
Marbury.  ‘Hutments’ on the West Park (towards the top left of the picture) and East Park (by 
the Lime Avenues in the centre of the picture) can be seen. 
 

 
January 1945 aerial photograph 
 
Buildings can also be seen on what is now known as the ‘Horse Jump Field’ and also next to 
the path which crosses the field at the end of the Lime Avenues (the site of the POW Camp). 
 
The war in Europe ended at midnight on 8 May 1945 by which time over 3,700,000 Germans 
were in British hands in several countries.  Of these only 500,000 were detained and the rest 
released in time for the 1945 harvest. 
 
In early 1946, a quarter of the agricultural force in Britain was made up of POW’s but 
fraternisation with locals was not allowed.  By December 1946, this attitude had been relaxed 
and POW’s were allowed to visit private homes, walk within five miles of the camp, and accept 
small gifts such as sweets and tobacco.  Some were allowed into British homes for Christmas.  
Amorous liaisons were still forbidden. 
 
POW’s were repatriated to Germany and by the end of 1948, most had returned. 
 
 
Polish Army in Exile  
 
Following the defeat of the Polish Army in September 1939, an order went out for Polish 
Soldiers to make their way, as best they could to France where a Polish Government in exile 
was formed and a Polish army was being formed to fight alongside Poland’s allies – Britain and 
France.  The army that formed in France evacuated to Britain following the defeat of France in 
1940. 
 
In the meantime, Stalin was consolidating his hold on the part of Poland annexed by the USSR 
and close to a million Poles had been deported, often to Siberia.  Germany’s attack on the 
Soviets brought them into the Allied camp and Stalin agreed to a Polish army being formed in 
the USSR.  A so-called ‘amnesty’ for all Poles in POW camps, prisons and in Soviet Exile was 
declared and all those who heard about it, and were able to make the journey, set out to the 
recruitment centres.  In 1942, the Polish Armed Forces in Exile became the third largest fighting 
force in the West after Britain and America. 



 

 
Outside the ‘Hutments’ at Marbury 

 
 
 
Bronislaw (Bruno) Dullek was a member of the Polish Free Army.  When he first arrived in the 
UK, he was based at Marbury camp.  He remained a regular visitor to Marbury Country Park 
until his death, aged 87, in August 2012.  Bruno supplied the Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) with a rare photograph showing a group of Polish soldiers in front of Marbury Hall. 
 
 

 
Third Guard Company Polish Squad 1943, pictured outside Marbury Hall 

 
 



Polish Resettlement Camps in the UK 1946-1969 
 
The political settlement between Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill meant that when the war ended 
the Soviets annexed Eastern Poland and the rest of Poland became a puppet state with a 
communist government imposed by Russia. 
 
The vast majority of Poles rejected this settlement and chose to remain in the West.  Some 
250,000 chose to remain in Britain and were joined by their families and dependents from 
wherever they had been left by the war.  The largest numbers were those who, having escaped 
from Siberia with the Polish Army in 1942, had spent the war in Displaced Persons camps set 
up by the British in India and West Africa.  The only way to accommodate such numbers was by 
placing them in camps recently vacated by the Americans and Canadians. 
 
There were many such camps in the UK, most like Marbury, built in the early 1940’s, often in 
the grounds of large country estates.  The camps were given up by the MOD for housing Polish 
Families or as hostels for single working men. 
 
As people were finding their feet, many moved out and the camps slowly closed and by the mid 
1960’s there were only a handful left. 

 


