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Marbury Hall Country Club

The last Smith-Barry to own Marbury was Robert Raymond. He sold the hall and estate in 1932
to Mr Place, a Yorkshire businessman who, in turn, sold them to George Smith, a Warrington
builder, a year later.
George Smith decided to convert the hall into a luxurious Country Club and for the few years
until the hall was requisitioned as a temporary camp for soldiers at the start of World War 2,
many improvements and additions were made. Central heating and electric light were installed
as well as some reconstruction of the ceilings in the Library and Drawing Room.
He converted the 200 yard (183m) long lawn skirting the front of the hall into a sixteen hole
putting course and built an eighteen hole golf course in the parkland. He also built a 90 foot by
60 foot (27.4m by 18.3m) swimming pool on part of the formal gardens.

Swimming pool at Marbury Hall Country Club
George Robinson recalls: ‘In 1933 Marbury Hall became a country club and was opened by
Lord Delamere. Lots of cars came through the village (Comberbach), which was very exciting
for all the young boys as there weren’t that many cars then. There was an airstrip at Marbury
and people would fly in to go to the country club. The local boys got 2 shillings and six pence
(12.5p) a round, caddying on the country club golf course’.
The 1930’s brochure advertised 12 luxuriously appointed bedrooms fitted with hot and cold
water. Membership of the Club was 2 guineas a year (average earnings were just under £3 per
week at that time), although visitors could also pay entrance fees for specific events. Amenities
included: an outdoor swimming pool (still used today in the summer); a 16 hole putting green on
the lawn in front of the house and an18 hole golf course in the parkland. The advert lists the
other activities as ‘tennis, cricket, bathing, boating, yachting on the magnificent Mere, fishing,
bowling etc. Also from October to March dancing to the club’s own orchestra, bridge parties,
social gatherings and a host of indoor recreations which maintain the Club’s magnetism for its
members to an undiminished degree.’

The Club was advertised in a Cheshire Guide:

A car badge from Marbury Country Club (No 61)

A postcard was also printed about the Marbury Hall Country Club:

In May 1933, it was announced that Marbury would be open to the public on certain days such
as ‘Rhododendron Sunday’ with teas provided. The Band of HM Royal Marines played for two
two-hourly sessions on Whit Monday. On the same day, one of the members, Edgar Hart,
made his aeroplane available for short flights. It was also announced that the marble entrance
hall was to be converted to a Palm Court serving afternoon teas. In addition, an American bar
was to be installed in the oak-panelled smoke room and 50 new bedrooms were proposed.
The Smith family lived in an upstairs wing of the house from which the staff were excluded.
Both George Smith and his wife continued to run their successful businesses in the Warrington
area. As World War 2 approached, membership understandably started to dwindle.
The hall and grounds had experienced a busy and innovative six year period.

