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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Enjoy a Summer of Activities and Events in the Woodlands 
 

 

         From the Chair

 
As my three year term as Chair comes to an end, I would like to reflect on some of the achievements we 
have made.  Our track record on completing projects continues to go from strength to strength.  Over the 
past three years, we have completed the Pond Dipping Platform at the Ice Pond, the Scrape and Planting 
near Big Wood and the widely acclaimed Wildflower Meadows.  At Haydn’s Pool, we have constructed the 
successful Sand Martin Bank, built a new Bird Hide, created a Second Island and installed a Water Supply 
to the Pool.  Finally, we have completed our most ambitious project to date, Marbury Lodge.  These 
projects have only been achieved through the support of our sponsors, the fantastic help and 
encouragement we get from the Rangers and the support of you, our Members.  I must also mention the 
volunteers, who are always there, whether helping the Rangers, helping organise FoAM events, or 
working on our projects. 
 
 

Indoor meetings continue to be something of a mixed 
bag and a few have been poorly supported.  The 
recent talk on dragonflies by David Kitching was an 
exception and was well attended.  We welcome any 
ideas you may have on topics for future talks. 
 
February saw our volunteers helping out the Rotary 
Club of Northwich plant a total of 420 saplings at 
Carey Park, as a lasting legacy to the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee.  As well as a commemorative 
Royal Oak, the wood is made up of trees from the 
Woodland Trust that will provide nuts and berries for 
foragers to make a host of preserves. 

 
Volunteers planting trees at Carey Park 

 
Last year, we were delighted when sand martins took 
up residence in our Bank at Haydn’s Pool and raised 

successful second broods.  We were hopeful they 
would return to their new home this year, and I am 
delighted to say several pairs have been seen on the 
Bank in the past few days. 
 
One of the benefits of volunteering is the opportunity 
to learn new skills.  Several volunteers have taken up 
an interest in woodcraft and are making benches and 
other items from timber felled in the Woodlands. 
 
Brenda Yates organised a Pruning Workshop 
recently, which will help keep the Orchard at Marbury 
in good shape.  Some of us have since put the newly 
learned skills to good use in our own gardens! 
 
The future viability of the Group depends on 
attracting new faces and we have been fortunate to 
get two new members onto the Committee recently. 
 
As you read this, a new Chair will be taking over at 
our AGM to move the Group forward for the next 
three years.  I wish the incoming Chair every success 
and I’m sure he or she will continue to enjoy the 
support which the Rangers, Committee Members and 
volunteers have given me. 
 
 
Alan Redley  
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Extracts from Mary’s Journal 
 

Jan 5
th
 Elna, Frances and I worked on the willow 

sculpture at Anderton. We removed the longest 
growths and then pushed the sharpened cuttings into 
the ground to fill the gaps. Dave kindly indicated that 
the weak points in the structure were in the middle. 
We pretended to be 60 years younger and crawled 
into the snake on hands and knees. Litter-picking 
was a welcome relief as we collected the remains of 
a party tossed amongst the blackthorn. 
 
18/19

th
 The cattle at the back of Haydn’s Pool came 

to check our credentials and wandered off when they 
were satisfied we weren’t carrying food. We cleared 
young willow with loppers and bow-saws then 
dragged the branches to the boundary fence or into 
the woodland and added them to old dead hedges. 
We had our work cut out to keep pace with Dave, 
who removed unwanted species and pollarded 
willows with his chain saw. We created snaking 
heaps within the woods that will serve as shelter for 
the grazing cattle and small mammals.  
 

 
 
Mar 15

th
 Amanda gave Elna and me sprays of 

mistletoe. In the orchard we squidged the seeds out 
of the berries and tried to stick them onto apple tree 
branches as per the directions. Do mistle-thrushes 
select branches of the correct diameter (2 to 6cm) 
when wiping the sticky seeds from their beaks?  

21
st
/22

nd
 We stripped away ivy from the hide at 

Haydn’s Pool and brushed away a few cobwebs 
before we began painting. Gareth had the protection 
of pink overalls. The only other set would have given 
me ten inch turn-ups. We moved on to the TATA 
Hide. It became quite warm and we began shedding 
layers of clothing. I abandoned my old waterproof 
and I hope the paint washes out just as Dave 
promised. My finger nails will need a bit of attention 
to get rid of the green. Warning tape and ‘Wet Paint’ 
signs should deter all but the keenest birdwatchers. 
 

 
Elna under the mistletoe 

 
Mary Jeeves 
 

 
************************************************************************************ 

 
BBQ Charcoal from Northwich Woodlands 

 
Gas BBQs are easier to handle and are more energy 
efficient than those burning charcoal, so is it green to 
use charcoal?  Charcoal from sustainable woodland 
lowers emissions to a level which evens out charcoal 
versus gas. Home grown charcoal is made from 
native hardwood trees that have a more open cell 
structure than the trees used in imported charcoal.  
This makes it easier to light, dispensing with the need 
for fire lighters and petrol, which poison the 
immediate environment.  It also burns at an even 
temperature for a long time.   
 
However, 80% of charcoal used on BBQs in this 
country is from non-UK forests in countries where 
many forest stocks are in decline.  This can’t be  

 
environmentally friendly.  Trees are not replanted; 
therefore it is not sustainable.   
 
In the Northwich Woodlands, trees are regularly 
thinned and coppiced providing the wood for 
charcoal, and more trees are planted as part of the 
woodland management.  Northwich Woodlands 
Charcoal is produced from sustainable sources, 
provides funds for FoAM and, in addition, Rangers 
and volunteers get the opportunity to practise a range 
of forestry skills. 
 
 
Jim Jeeves 
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News from the Rangers
 

Ashton’s and Neumann’s Flashes 
 
Just as we all thought Spring had sprung, along 
came the bitterly cold winds.  We are due to begin 
the Dingy Skipper butterfly transects, but this week's 
weather is not boding too well so far.  Last week we 
noticed quite a few species of butterflies out and 
about in Northwich Woodlands, but no sign of the 
Dingy yet.  Please let me know if you spot any. 
 
The last few months have been busy doing the last 
bits of treework, checking all the fencing before the 
return of the cattle and trying to make sure all the 
winter jobs are done before the bird nesting season. 
 
We've welcomed a few new faces to the volunteer 
group that come to Marbury each week. All seem to 
be settling in really well and have quickly become 
part of the team.  Luckily, they also bring in cakes so 
there are still enough to go around. 

 
We had some students join us from Reaseheath 
College on work placement as part of their 
countryside studies.  Rob and Dan were with us in 
February and helped making dead hedges on 
Ashton’s and got the chance to see some bird ringing 
by the Woodland Hide with Alan Garner.  Gareth was 
with us in March; he is a regular volunteer so already 
knew his way around pretty well and helped out with 
the painting of the bird hides when he wasn't out 
armed with his litter picker!   
 
The bluebells are starting to come out in the woods 
at Witton, so it's all looking good for Mary's Spring 
Walk on the 21st April.  Bring on the summer and the 
ragwort! 
 
Amanda 

 
 

Carey, Furey and Anderton 
 
Towards the end of the winter season we managed 
to accomplish most of the work that was outstanding.  
However one or two jobs we weren’t able to include 
will now have to be carried over.   All of us are busy 
with the spring clean, and this should continue.  It 
involves a lick of paint for bird hides,  a good wash 
and scrub and a coat of oil/  varnish for the notice 
boards, trail posts etc. 
   
We are suffering a little from irresponsible dog 
owners as, sadly, we are experiencing a lot more 
people refusing to pick up their dog mess.  As a 
result of this problem, we are running a little “raise  
 

awareness” campaign, so slogans on posters, and 
spraying dog dirt with bright orange marker paint will, 
I hope, highlight the grot spots.  Our large posters will 
again be placed in strategic places to explain our 
reasoning behind the limited number of dog bins.  
 
Sitting here on a sunny Easter day writing this article 
it is obvious to me why we need to do more.   The 
sound of children playing in the park is delightful; 
parents complaining about dog dirt over this holiday 
is not in any way enjoyable. 
 
Cheers Dave and Blue 
 

*************************************************************************** 

 
Moth of the Month 

 
March was the beginning of the month counting for 
this year, and what a start.  The lovely calm, sunny 
and dry weather caused an explosion of Small 
Quakers, some days having hundreds and one day 
we had nearly three hundred in the moth trap.  These 
moths overwinter as pupa, so the glorious weather 
was a perfect time to emerge. 
 

 
Small Quaker the larva feed on oak hazel and willow, 

and then spends the winter underground 

 

 
But now the weather has gone back to what we 
expect for this time of year, and the moth numbers 
have dropped dramatically.  Other species so far, and 
worth a mention, are Clouded Drab, Common 
Quaker, Hebrew Character, Oak Beauty, Twin 
Spotted Quaker and, of course, the March Moth. 
 

 
The well named oak beauty usually appears 

in late February 

Liz – Moth Lady 
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A Young Volunteer’s Story 
 
We often have young people on work experience in 
the Park.  Here is an example of how one young 
person has benefitted. 
 
“On my 16

th
 birthday I met the volunteers for the first 

time.  I was unsure what to do on an unfamiliar site 
and with strange tools, but I was too afraid to ask.  
Everyone but me knew what they were doing and 
why.  As I had to go back to school in the afternoon I 
was only able to do mornings. 
 
Around the time I started at Marbury I had my 
interview with College. I decided to take it more 
seriously and take part in volunteering 2 days a week 
in preparation for starting Reaseheath College’s 
Countryside course.  The experience has been 
essential to helping me on the course.  At the 
moment I only do one day a week due to College 
days.  I’m getting to know how the Park works, its 
history and wildlife. 
 
Since I started, I have worked with different age 
groups and people with a variety of skills.  I’m getting 
my experience of countryside skills in activities like 
hedge-laying, coppicing and using machinery such 
as the chipper while following health and safety rules. 
I’ve got to know the Rangers and volunteers while we 
fill our faces with cake, and gained the confidence to 
express my views.  I can communicate better with the 
other volunteers and I am able to join in with the 
banter, as they are a cheerful bunch.  I am healthier 
and fitter due to the practical work, which I prefer to 
sitting in a classroom, as I hated school. 
 
A year on: I have gone on to do well at college and 
2/3 of the way through the course I’ve had many high 
marks.  In September I am moving onto a higher level 
course with a view to a career in the countryside. 
 
I want to increase the awareness of the problem of 
litter and want people to stop leaving it lying around. 
Don’t even get me started on the dog mess left in 
bags!!” 
 
Gareth Evans 
 
Well done Gareth!  The change in you since you 
joined us is remarkable. With your newly found 
confidence we are sure you will do well and wish you 
good luck for the final assessments on your course. 
 
Mary and Joanne 
 
Your Newsletter 
 
We welcome comments, ideas photos and articles for 
inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email 
items to Joanne Redley at jarhillcliffe223@aol.com or 
hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the 
attention of Joanne. 
Items deadline for the summer issue: 
Friday 6

th
 July.  Many thanks 

Nest Box Event 
 
Our annual Next Box event again proved very 
popular and our thanks must go to John Gilbody, 
Vernon Lundy and other volunteers who spent time 
preparing the nest box kits.  The photos tell their own 
story and we would like to thank all those who took 
next boxes away for their generous donations. 
 

 
Ian lends a helping hand 

 

 
We didn’t get cold 

 

 
Quite heavy, aren’t they? 

 

      
We had a good time too! 

  

mailto:jarhillcliffe223@aol.com
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Our Spring 2011 Newsletter mentioned that Sam Bright of Cheshire Wildlife Trust was improving access to the 
Coward Reserve.  The work is being phased to minimise disturbance to wildlife in the reedbed and adjacent 
woodland. 

Treading the Boards 
 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust has recently resumed work on 
more than 100 metres of boardwalks at their Marbury 
Reedbed nature reserve.   
 

 
 
The project, using long-lasting recycled materials, 
began last year, supported by volunteers from

Barclays Bank. It was halted throughout the winter to 
allow visiting bitterns to use the reedbed undisturbed. 
 
Work has now resumed to complete the trails, which 
also take in parts of the adjacent woodland.  This 
latest phase has been boosted by apprentices from 
the ‘Train’d Up’ scheme, and will see the boardwalk 
completed this summer.  The Trust plans to fully 
open the new trail around October, after the summer 
bird nesting season, once final tree works have been 
undertaken.  When the trail opens, you can see more 
at www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk 

 

 

******************************************************************************************************** 

Dog Barking & How to Stop It! 

 
Training your Dog to be Quiet 
 
When we see our dogs barking excessively at visitors 
we often find ourselves disciplining them rather than 
praising quiet behaviour and are often inconsistent 
when we apply this discipline.  Consequently, our 
dogs do not develop any learned behaviour around 
when and where barking is allowed.  Here are a few 
tips on training your dog to be quiet: 
 

 Each time your dog barks at a visitor or passer-by, 
after a few barks, praise your dog for informing 
you ’Good dog, SPEAK’, then gently ask him or 
her to be ‘QUIET’.  If they remain quiet for a few 
seconds, praise them.  You may need to show 
them a very tasty titbit initially to help them 
concentrate on you and calm down.  Give them 
the titbit the second they are quiet and slowly 
increase the amount of time they have to be quiet 
before giving the titbit. 

 If they continue to bark, raise your voice or use 
body language to strengthen the command 
‘QUIET’ but praise them as soon as they are 
quiet. 

 It will take a few sessions, but, over time, build up 
the duration of time you expect them to be quiet.  
You might find it useful to count out the seconds 
as an added means to hold your dog's attention 
away from the passer-by. 

 Always be consistent - many attempts to train a 
dog to be quiet fail through inconsistency. 

 NEVER reprimand dog barking (this only sounds 
like you’re joining in). Only reprimand them for 
disobeying your command to be quiet. But the 
second they obey, praise them warmly. 

Conditioning your Dog to see Visitors as a good 
thing 

 
In addition to teaching your dog the 'quiet' command, 
it is always good practice to condition your dog to 
accept visitors as a pleasurable experience, thus 
removing the 'threat' perception that triggers your dog 
to bark.  Fully socialising your dog with as many 
different people as possible should be a priority at an 
early age (see our website for details of puppy 
courses). 

Then what? 
 
Once your dog realises that you’re controlling these 
situations and that they don’t have to make people 
go-away, it’ll also help to bring them along to our 
Saturday training classes; they’re good fun and you’ll 
get the chance to socialise your dog and meet like-
minded people too. 
 

 
 

For further advice, or information on weekly training 
options please contact: 
 
Mike Flannery 07768 980918 
mike@thedogclub.co.uk / www.thedogclub.co.uk   

http://www.cheshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk
http://www.thedogclub.co.uk/


6 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam or northwichwoodlands.org.uk 

Look forward to.. 
 

Saturday 5th May 
Dawn Chorus Walk 
FoAM’s ever popular event for everyone interested 
in birds 
Meet:  5.00 am Marbury Country Park 
Contact: John Gilbody 01606 882065 
 

Monday 21st May 
Photographic Workshop 
This is an evening workshop led by professional 
photographers Tracy and John Langley in Anderton 
Nature Park.  The cost is £10.00. 
To book a place contact 
Alan Redley 01606 44728 
 

 

Thursday 7th June 
Bodge, Chip and Whittle 
Come and see a demonstration of traditional crafts 
including besom making, wood turning, willow 
weaving and woodwork skills.  There will also be a 
chance for you to try your hand at these skills. 
10.00 am – 4.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  01606 77741 
 

Saturday 16th June 
Pond Dipping and Bug Hunt 
Find out what lurks beneath the surface at Marbury’s 
pond and search for mini beasts using special 
equipment. 
Contact:  01606 77741 

 
**********************************************************************************

 

Plant Bring and Buy Sale 
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th May 

 
Our annual Plant Bring & Buy Sale is a huge success 
only because you generously provide us with vast 
numbers of plants to sell. As usual it will be held 
during the last weekend in May when hopefully we 
will have seen the last of the frosts. Any plants will be 
most welcome – annuals, seedlings, perennials, 
salads, herbs, vegetables; any others you may have. 
 

 
 

Mary and Jim Jeeves

 

Photographic Competition 2012 
(closing date for entries 31st December) 

 
Please continue to bring your camera with you when 
visiting our area. 
 
Spring flowers and fresh green growth can make 
good compositions. You can pick up some good tips 
at our Photographic Workshop; there are still some 
places available (see details above). There were 
successful entries in a previous competition which 
were taken at the equivalent event two years ago. 
 
Competition rules and details can be found on our 
website, or from the Rangers’ Cabin. 
 
 
Further details from Jim Jeeves 
jmjeeves4867@btinternet.com  
 
 
 

 

Sunday 24th June 
Family Fun Day 
A family event to promote health and well-being 
lifestyles.  Cookery demonstrations, sporting 
activities, grow your own competitions and lots more. 
11.00 am – 3.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Rangers 01606 77741 
 

Saturday 30th June 
Wildflower Facts and Folklore 
Dave James and Mary Jeeves will lead a walk in 
Anderton Nature Park to see the many summer 
wildflowers. 
10.00 am Anderton Nature Park 
Contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 

 

Saturday 7th July 
Breakfast with Moths 
Join the regular moth trappers and find out what was 
attracted to the traps on the previous night. 
Croissants and orange juice available for breakfast. 
9.30 am Marbury Country Park. 
Contact:  Alan Garner 01606 883539 
 

Saturday 21st July 
Picnic in the Park 
Our annual summer celebration evening in the Park. 
Live music with ‘The Weavils’ and others.  Bring your 
own beverages, picnic or food to barbecue. No need 
to book, no charge.  Families welcome. 
From 5.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Joanne Redley 01606 44728

 

Further details on all our events and updates can be found on our website 

 
This newsletter is published with support from The Mersey Forest 

mailto:jmjeeves4867@btinternet.com

