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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Benefits of Partnership 
 

From the Chair 
 
In our summer issue, we carried a piece from Helen 
Collins about the Mersey Forest's Community 
Contracting Initiative. A number of FoAM members 
responded to Helen's request to complete an online 
survey.  However, it became clear that some FoAM 
members and volunteers are not fully aware of what 
the Mersey Forest does; how it is funded, funding 
constraints and how it helps groups like FoAM.  We 
have included an item in this edition to help explain 
things. 
 
A recent example of the benefits of partnership is the 
support we received from Tata Chemicals (Europe).  
It donated stone for the new island at Haydn’s Pool 
and some of its staff joined us on a volunteer day to 
help construct the island.  The island was stabilised 
using tyres kindly donated by Harvey’s Tyres in 
Northwich. 
 
Those of you who visit Haydn’s Pool regularly will 
have seen the water level falling as a result of low 
rainfall over the past months and will have seen the 
pool virtually dried up. 
 
Having completed construction of the second island 
we needed to refill the Pool.  Thanks to a generous 
offer from the Brine and Water Business of INEOS 
Enterprises at Holford Brinefields, its staff installed a 
valve onto one of its water mains and helped us lay a 
pipe into the Pool from this valve.  This has enabled 
us to refill the Pool over the past couple of weeks 
and, importantly, gives us the ability to manage water 
levels in future. 
 
The Mersey Forest article and recent support from 
Tata Chemicals (Europe) and INEOS Enterprises 
prompted me to think about other Companies and 
organisations that help us. 
 
W T Gibson of Kingsley has offered to support us 
again this year by donating bird food for our feeders 
at the bird hides in Big Wood and the Mere.  Please 
give it a try for purchasing your own supplies. 

One of our members, Vernon Lundy, has produced a 
leaflet listing birds which can be seen in the 
Woodlands.  FocalPoint at Higher Whitley prints 
these leaflets for us free of charge. 
 
Groundwork in Northwich helps us in various ways 
including letting us use its conference room for our 
committee meetings. 
 
Simon Gibson, owner of Easy Life Garden Machinery 
has made a very generous donation of tools to the 
Rangers.  These will be kept at Marbury for use by 
FoAM and other volunteers and Friends Groups, eg 
Marshall’s Arm, as and when required. 
 
Without support from all these sources and the 
fantastic help we receive from the Rangers, we would 
not have achieved the many successes we have 
managed over the years. 
 
I am sure many of you will have watched with interest 
the progress being made with our exciting project to 
build a visitor shelter.  This is now complete and is to 
be known as Marbury Lodge.  We have left it 
cordoned off to reduce damage to the newly laid turf 
whilst it settles in.  Please be patient; it will be open 
for use soon! 
 

 
Marbury Lodge 

 
 

Alan Redley 
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Extracts from Mary’s Journal 
 
Jul 7

th
 Jim and I found a pile of ragwort covered with 

brash on the burning site. A brisk wind meant that the 
fire was not affected by the mid-morning downpour, 
although the same could not be said for us. After 
lunch we added the ragwort, producing a very smoky 
bonfire. At teatime we were greeted by comments 
about our body odour. 
Aug 4

th
 It rained heavily as we left the yard for Furey 

Wood, where a field of ragwort awaited our attention.  
 

 
 
The wet grass was knee high, so we soon had soggy 
feet and other damp patches. After an hour Dave 
called us to the car park for a celebratory picture for 
the Green Flag Award. Removal of waterproofs and 
hats made us identifiable, just what we wanted in this 
bedraggled state. After another half hour we 
squelched back to our vehicles and returned to the 
cabin to steam up the windows. Thoughts of putting 
our boots on again deterred us from emptying the 
water out. 
18

th
 Using the windrower Ian flicked the hay, which 

Chris cut yesterday on Dairy House Meadows, into 
neat piles the length of the field. Diana, Elna, Jim and 
I raked and tossed the hay onto the trailer. It was 
very warm and it gave us an idea of what haymaking 
was like for farm-workers before sophisticated 
machinery. We left the field ready for the next 
process in its conversion to a meadow to support 
seed feeding birds. 
31

st
 A bug-hunting and pond-dipping event at Furey 

Wood attracted 5 families with children from 2 to 7 
years. Dave introduced them to tree shaking over the  
 

 
blankets to reveal the bugs in the overhanging 
branches. We negotiated the 80 steps down to the 
riverside and trailed along the boardwalk to the 
platform. Dave waded into the river with a net and 
emptied it into the trays for the children to examine 
his catches. They were excited by a water scorpion 
amongst the finds. I was the one puffing back up the 
steps, whilst the children had plenty of energy left to 
sweep nets across the meadow to find more bugs. 
I’m sure there were 100 steps in the afternoon when 
2 more families came. 
Sep 14

th
 A silver birch was prostrate in front of the 

cabin. It only took an hour for Chris with his chain 
saw, supported by volunteers, to reduce the tree to a 
trailer load of chippings, a pile of logs, a trunk and a 
root plate. The shallow hole left in the ground was 
lined with bricks, so it was surprising that it had stood 
for 30 years. Chris took his chain saw to squirrel 
damaged trees that threatened to shed dead 
branches in the Rose Garden. He skilfully avoided 
the magnolia and the katsura tree, which was 
shedding leaves that smelled of toffee.  
 

 
 
22

nd
 Amanda assured me that this really was the last 

of the ragwort until next year as we cleared the small 
field on Dairy House Meadows. Jim and I were given 
the job of setting fire to it all. By teatime it had all 
gone up in smoke.  
 
Mary Jeeves

 

Photographic Competition 2012 
 
It is proposed to run another photographic competition in 
2012. The format will be the same as for 2010. This is for 
photographs taken in the Northwich Woodlands and entries 
are invited from photographers of all ages and abilities. 
 
There will be three categories 
 

 Landscape 

 Wildlife (flora or fauna) 

 Fun in the Park 
 
Entries must be submitted as unmounted prints, with a 
maximum size of A4. 
 
 
 

 
The closing date for entries will be 31

st
 December 2012. 

 
Full details and rules will be found from November 2011 on 
our website www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam or you will be 
able to pick up an entry form from the Rangers’ Cabin at 
Marbury from the beginning of November.  
 
It is hoped that the success of past competitions will be 
repeated, so please start SNAPPING!! 
If you need more information please do not hesitate to 
contact me at jmjeeves4867@btinternet.com  
 
Jim Jeeves 

  

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam
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The Mersey Forest and how it supports 
FoAM 

 
The Mersey Forest has supported FoAM for many 
years, but it appears from our recent survey (thank 
you to all those who completed it) that there’s a need 
to be a bit clearer about who we are, what we do, and 
to explain some potentially confusing terms. Thanks 
to FoAM for allowing us a slot in this edition of the 
newsletter to throw a quick spotlight on the Forest 
and clear things up.  
 
What is The Mersey Forest? 
Our story starts back in the early 1990s, when 12 
areas of England were chosen to be the focus of 
long-term tree planting programmes to improve the 
local environment for the benefit of people, wildlife 
and the economy. The largest of these 12 designated 
"Community Forest" areas covers the whole of 
Merseyside and N.Cheshire and was named The 
Mersey Forest. Fast-forward 20 years; more than 8 
million trees have been planted across The Mersey 
Forest area to brighten our towns and 
neighbourhoods and provide fantastic woodlands to 
explore and enjoy. 
 
Who makes it happen?  
Behind all of this work is The Mersey Forest 
Partnership, made up of organisations including 
Cheshire West and Chester Council and the area's 
other local authorities, the Forestry Commission and 
community groups like FoAM. This broad partnership 
is coordinated by The Mersey Forest Team, based at 
Risley Moss Local Nature Reserve in Warrington. 
 
Supporting FoAM for more than a decade 
FoAM has received regular support from The Mersey 
Forest Team for more than a decade to help with 
projects from the early days of the group in the late 
1990s, to the Marbury Country Park entrance arch 
created in 2006, to the popular recently launched 
“wood fuel allotment” scheme. This support has also 
included hosting the group’s website 
(www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam) and training FoAM 
members to update and run it themselves. This has 
all taken place through The Mersey Forest’s “Friends 
of the Woodlands” project which was set up in 1998. 
The project supports communities over a sustained 
period to take an active role in their local woodlands, 
for the benefit of people, the environment and the 
local economy. (The project was previously known as 
“CCI” or “Community Contracting Initiative” but we 
have retired this name thanks to FoAM’s feedback 
that it was confusing matters).  
 
How did the “Friends of the Woodlands” project 
start? 
Prior to the “Friends of the Woodlands” project, the 
only support available to groups like FoAM was 
through occasional grants for small events from 
various organisations. Many groups had no long-term 
plan and worked on an event to event basis, leading 
to a “feast or famine” scenario in terms of support 
and funding. Groups felt that consistent support was 
the key – and that it was not always about needing 

funds, but instead about having someone to turn to 
for help.  
 
Hence the “Friends of the Woodlands” project was 
born – with sustained support provided to FoAM and 
11 other community groups by The Mersey Forest’s 
Community Officer and complemented by other 
partner organisations.  Groups are helped to manage 
their activities, and a small amount of annual funding 
is supplied to pay for basic costs or events to help the 
groups “tick over”. If groups want to develop larger 
projects then the Community Officer is able to 
provide help with fundraising from a range of sources 
such as INEOS ChlorVinyls, the Family Tree Scheme 
(private donations), or other grant schemes. In return 
for this support, groups are asked to help promote 
the work of The Mersey Forest and report back on 
activities on a yearly basis. 
 
Where does the money come from? 
The Mersey Forest Team has to raise the vast 
majority of its funds from external sources, for 
example by applying to national funding pots like 
Defra's Big Tree Plant campaign, or by carrying out 
paid consultancy work. In previous years our annual 
grants to FoAM and the other 11 community groups 
that we support have been financed thanks to major 
funding streams like the EU Objective One 
programme. These funding streams have now 
finished, and so at present we are funding our 
community group grants from our own limited 
reserves. This is why we have recently had to reduce 
the amount of monetary support we are currently able 
to provide. However, FoAM continues to benefit from 
the full support of our Community Officer who can 
help groups with additional fundraising. 
 
Exploring other sites in The Mersey Forest area 
As well as this support for communities, The Mersey 
Forest can also help you keep fit and have fun. You 
can find ideas for dozens of local woodlands to 
explore at www.discoverthemerseyforest.co.uk,  with 
free printable maps and directions available for a 
wide range of local walks and bike rides. You can 
also receive the latest local woodland news (and help 
the Forest in return) by signing up as a supporter of 
The Mersey Forest, which is free and is simply a 
case of adding your name at 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/supporters.  By taking a 
minute to add yourself to our 1000+ supporter 
“totaliser” you will help demonstrate the demand for 
community woodlands, helping The Mersey Forest to 
develop new funding to continue supporting groups 
into the future. 
 
The Mersey Forest Team 

 
  

http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam
http://www.discoverthemerseyforest.co.uk/
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/supporters
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Small Mammals at Marbury 
 

Following a couple of school visits to Marbury 
Country Park recently where we trapped some small 
mammals for the children to look at, I thought it may 
be worth mentioning how valuable the dead hedging 
and brash piles we leave around the park are to 
these illusive creatures. 
 
On both occasions this autumn we set at least 18 
traps which are baited with bird seed the night before 
the school visit.  Out of these traps we have found a 
good selection of field voles and wood mice of all 
ages.  These traps are set under the brash piles 
around the Park from previous years felling, where 
the small mammals feel safe from predation from 
owls, badgers and foxes.  This is a memorable 
activity for the children as we discuss habitats, 
nocturnal creatures and animal care as we carefully 
release the mammal back. 

 
 
If any teacher or group leader wishes to book in for 
this activity please contact me at Marbury Country 
Park on 01606 77741 or email 
chris.moseley@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk    

 
Chris Moseley 

 
**************************************** 

The Flashes, the Meadows and Marshall’s Arm 

 
The past five months since I joined the Marbury team 
have just flown by and I can hardly believe autumn is 
here and that the only thing falling faster than the 
leaves is the temperature. 
 
I’ve spent the past few months finding my way 
around the sites that I am looking after, here at 
Northwich Woodlands and also Marshalls Arm in 
Hartford. I really enjoy Wednesdays and Thursdays 
with the volunteers, tackling all sorts of jobs around 
the woodlands and flashes. I’m not too sad that the 
ragwort season is over though! 
 
With autumn and winter quickly approaching there is 
lots of work to be done – including scrub bashing on  
 

 
Ashton's and some tree removal and thinning on both 
Ashton's and Neumann's.  We’re also planning a day 
on the beach – not a tropical beach though 
unfortunately, but the beach at Neumann’s to weed 
the existing shingle and try and make the area more 
welcoming to visiting birds, in particular little ringed 
plover.  We also need to carry out some maintenance 
to the glades on the bund between Ashton's and 
Neumann’s ready for the dingy skipper butterflies 
next summer.  The Hebridean sheep arrived back at 
Carey Park and Rangers and volunteers had a fun 
time moving them over to Ashton’s – they weren’t all 
co-operative on the day! 
 
Amanda Pritchard 
 

**************************************** 

Anderton Nature Park and Carey Park 
 
A fabulous autumn, rich with community projects. 
 
New viewpoints at Carey Park, a new island for the 
birds at Haydn’s Pool (now named TATA ROCK), 
and INEOS providing water for Haydn’s Pool were all 
projects supported, organised, and or funded by 
volunteers.   A great couple of months and a big 
thank you to FoAM and all the volunteers involved. 
 
The Hebridean sheep have been on Carey to munch 
and browse on the scrub; unfortunately they didn’t 
seem to be eating enough.  Natural England NE has 
an interest in the site as Carey is a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, known as a SSSI.  Natural 
England ensures landowners manage these sites in 
what is known as “favourable condition”.  As the 
sheep have struggled to keep the scrub under 
control, we need to give them a huge helping hand, 
so cutting and chipping on the SSSI will continue to 
dominate our activities this next month or two.  I hope 

to continue this good work and extend the grassland 
throughout the restored area.  The sheep will be 
invited to come back in the Spring/early summer; this 
will encourage them to eat the scrub whilst the birch 
and hawthorn are actively growing.  The more 
attractive, relatively new sweet growth, will keep the 
scrub in check. In the meantime the sheep have 
been moved on to Ashton’s’ Flash to do their work 
there. 
 
The Wood Allotment seems to be working well (see 
article in summer newsletter). Four people have 
signed up as allotment guinea pigs.  They have 
suffered  a half day training by Nigel and me, so are 
now competent in felling small trees safely.  If this 
goes well and is deemed successful it will be a 
fantastic way of involving the local community in their 
woodlands. 
 

Dave and Blue 

  

mailto:chris.moseley@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
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Second Island at Haydn’s Pool 
 
The existing island at Haydn’s Pool provides nesting 
habitat for a number of species of wading birds, but 
also for Canada Geese.  These oversized aliens are 
prone to trample the nests of their smaller 
neighbours, making it difficult for little ringed plover 
and other smaller species to breed successfully.  
Furthermore, in recent years, the island has become 
increasingly overgrown with rank vegetation. 
 
We have been considering building another island to 
improve the habitat for the smaller wading birds, but 
were struggling to come up with an affordable plan.  
Ideally, we would like to make it out of stone so that it 
resists becoming heavily vegetated, but where would 
we get enough to make a reasonable sized island? 
 
At this point, Tata Chemicals (Europe) came to the 
rescue by donating 50 tonnes of limestone to the 
project.  As the surrounding area is lime waste, using 
limestone would not have any detrimental impact, so 
we readily accepted their generous offer. 
 
In order to stabilise the stone, we used an array of 
old car tyres, with the outer ones strapped together.  
We had to get approval from the Environment 
Agency, who were happy for us to proceed, provided 
we used clean, oil-free tyres.  Harvey’s Tyres of 
Northwich gave us the necessary tyres. 
 
 

Our volunteers were joined by a team of nine Tata 
staff and a contractor with a tracked dumper truck.  
The Rangers used the tractor to load the dumper, 
which then carried the stone to the site of the island, 
with the volunteers working hard to level it out. 
 

 
 
The stone was then “blinded” with a thin covering of 
sand and capped with 11.5 tonnes of shingle. 
 
The result was a 12m x 5m shingle island, ready for 
the arrival of breeding oystercatchers, lapwings and 
little ringed plovers in spring.  In the meantime, we 
will continue to manage the original island to enable it 
to support a variety of nesting birds, but at least the 
oystercatchers and little ringed plovers should now 
have a secure future in the area thanks to the help 
received from Tata Chemicals and Harvey’s Tyres. 
 
Alan Garner

                             *************************************************************************************                         

 
We Needed Water 

 
For an island to be worthy of the name, it needs to be 
surrounded by water!  Following the driest spring for 
20 years, Haydn’s Pool was a small puddle; the 
lowest level seen since the pool was constructed. 
 
I contacted staff at the Brine and Water Business of 
INEOS Enterprises Ltd at Holford Brinefields to ask 
whether they had a suitable pump which they might 
be able to loan to us, so we could pump water from 
Witton Brook.  They responded magnificently by 
offering the alternative of making a connection to 
their existing water main.  This has the major benefit 
of being virtually silent compared with a portable 
pump, is visually unobtrusive and will enable us to 
manage water levels in future. 
 
Ranger Dave James and I met with the INEOS team 
to view the existing main, valve and drain point and 
to agree what needed to be done.  Dave generously 
offered volunteer help to clear away some redundant 
brickwork from around the valve.  The INEOS team 
looked relieved to hear his offer, since removing the 
brickwork would mean working in deep water and silt! 
 
Having made his generous offer, Dave wasn’t around 
when the volunteers started this work.  We cut 
access steps into the bank and removed those bricks 
 
 

 
above the level of water and silt.  When Dave 
returned, the only work to do had him wading up to 
his thighs in water and silt to remove the final bricks! 
 
The INEOS team connected a new valve onto the 
drain point and volunteers helped them move a long 
flexible pipe, carrying it like a snake, up the path 
towards Haydn’s Pool.  One end of the pipe went 
down the ditch to the new valve.  The other was 
buried where it crossed the path and hauled up the 
bank into the Pool, after cutting through the reed bed. 
 

 
 
Three weeks after turning on the supply, Haydn’s 
Pool has been refilled and the new island really is an 
island.  Our thanks go to staff at the Brine and Water 
Business of INEOS Enterprises for their generous 
response to our appeal for help. 
 
Alan Redley 
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Marbury Lodge

The vision to construct a visitors’ shelter at Marbury 
developed some years ago, but there was no realistic 
chance of realising the vision until one of our 
members made a generous donation to cover the 
cost of the shelter itself. At that stage, we had 
planned to construct the shelter itself and leave 
flooring under the shelter to a later date. 
 
We wanted the shelter to be large enough for a class 
of school children, but also to be available for use by 
anyone visiting the Park.  A survey of more than 200 
individuals and groups who used the Park confirmed 
overwhelming support for our plans. 
 
Following the generous donation from our member, 
Marbury Ward Councillors Norman Wright, Malcolm 
Byram and Keith Wilson gave us part of their 
Community Grant money to put towards flooring 
under the shelter.  Coupled with contributions from 
Cheshire West and Chester Council and FOAM itself, 
we had sufficient funding to complete both the shelter 
and the flooring under it. 
 
A key consideration was to build a shelter with visual 
appeal, but sympathetic to the Park environment.  
We also wanted to use traditional construction 
techniques.  The chosen concept of a green oak 
frame with a red western cedar shingle roof fulfilled 
those requirements. 
 
We were keen to use local contractors and, after 
some setbacks, finally found and selected a 
specialist craftsman, Andy White of Greenwood Oak, 
Nantwich to supply the building.  We developed a 
detailed design with Andy and applied for and 
received Planning Permission and Building Control 
approvals. 

The green oak posts of the frame stand on red 
natural sandstone staddles supplied by John Burton 
of J B Stone Masonry, Wrexham.  John also supplied 
the stone plaque which is set in the floor. 
 
Work on the foundations, flooring and landscaping 
round the building was carried out by David Plumbley 
of Plumbley Environmental Contractors, Winsford.  
The block pavers beneath the shelter were supplied 
by Dream Patios, Northwich. 
 
The frame and cedar shingle roof have received 
many admiring comments from visitors watching the 
work progress and the facility will be a tremendous 
asset to all users of the Park.  All work is now 
complete and Marbury Lodge will be open for use as 
soon as the turf around the area has settled. 
 

 
Almost ready for use 

 
This has been FoAM’s most ambitious project to 
date.  It would not have been possible without the 
generous donation received from one of our 
members.  Marbury Lodge is a fitting testament to 
that generosity. 
 
Alan Redley 

 
                                           *********************************************************************** 

FoAM’s last Event of the Year 
 
Sunday 18 December 
Christmas Decorations 
 
Create some stunning decorations from natural 
materials gathered in the Woodlands. 
From 10.00am – 12pm, Marbury Country Park, 
at the Rangers’ Cabin.  No need to book. 
For information contact: Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
 
 
Your Newsletter 
 
We welcome comments, ideas photos and articles for 
inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email 
items to Joanne Redley at hillcliffe223@aol.com or 
hand them in at the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the 
attention of Joanne. 
Items deadline for the winter issue: 
Friday 13

th
 January.  Many thanks 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Saturday 28

th
 January 

Bird Walk in Big Wood, Marbury Country Park 
 
How many birds can you identify in the Park?  Full 
details and checklist on our website. 
Meet: 2.00pm at the Rangers’ Cabin 
For information contact Vernon Lundy 01606 782627 
 
Saturday 11

th
 February 

Nest Box Making 
 
Make and take away a nest box to put up in your 
garden, as part of National Nest Box Week.  No 
charge, but donations welcome. 
Meet: 10.00am – 4.00pm, Marbury Country Park 
For information contact John Gilbody 01606 882065 
 
 
Published with support from The Mersey Forest 
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