
Minutes of the 12
th

 Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
 

Comberbach Memorial Hall. 
Monday 16

th
 May 2011 

 
 
 
The Chair of FoAM, Alan Redley, opened the meeting at 19.30 and welcomed some 28 attendees. 
 
 
1. Apologies for Absence. 
 
The Chair had received apologies from Jim and Mary Jeeves and Chris Moseley. 
 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting. 
 
Minutes of the 11

th
 AGM held on 17

th
 May 2010 had been posted on FoAM’s website as previously agreed, instead 

of issuing paper copies to members.  The Chair asked if anyone had any concerns or issues regarding last year’s 
Minutes. 
 
No concerns were raised and the Minutes of the 11

th
 AGM were approved as a true statement. 

 
 
3. Matters Arising from 2010 AGM Minutes. 
 
No matters were arising from last year’s Minutes. 
 
 
4. Chair’s Report 
 
Alan started by saying how shocked we all had been to hear of the tragic death of Pete Schofield at the turn of the 
year, following his climbing accident.  Condolences had been sent to Pete’s wife Lynn and daughter Amber on 
behalf of FoAM.  Alan said he wished to record how much those of us privileged to have worked with Pete and who 
had experienced at first hand his love and respect for all things in the natural world of the Northwich Woodlands, 
would remember his kindness and patience. 
 
On a more positive note, Alan said he was delighted to be able to report the appointment of Amanda Pritchard to 
the Ranger team at Marbury.  Amanda was present at the Meeting and Alan took the opportunity to welcome her 
and wished her well in her new role. 
 
The twelve months since our last AGM had again been marked by a full programme of events and achievements.  A 
few days after the AGM, the grand opening of two magnificent sculptures by the path leading to the Boat Lift had 
taken place.  Plaques at the bases of the new sculptures showed the many different organisations involved in the 
project and its sponsorship: INEOS Enterprises, Cheshire West and Chester Council, British Waterways, Action 
Weaver Valley, Comberbach Primary School and FoAM. 
 
The start of the year had seen the winding up of the Mersey Basin Campaign and Action Weaver Valley.  On behalf 
of FoAM, Alan wished to record thanks to Ann Bates, who had actively promoted and supported many of FoAM’s 
projects and events over the past ten years. 
 
Mary Jeeves had held a Bring and Buy Plant Sale at Marbury in May.  This had been a very successful event and 
would be repeated this year.  Mary and Dave James had held a Wildflower Walk through Anderton, whilst FoAM 
had organised another successful Wildlife Photography Workshop at Anderton in June. 
 
We had a bumper turnout for FoAM’s Picnic in the Park held in July, with close to 150 people turning up.  Alan 
wished to thank again the Weavils who had provided music, which helped make the evening a great success. 
 
The wildflowers, which had been planted and sown during the gloomy winter months, had burst into life in summer.  
In August, FoAM had been joined by Richard Smith from WREN, John McClean from Brunner Mond and Helen 
Collins from the Mersey Forest to mark completion of this £12,000 project.  As well as a £10,000 grant from the 
Landfill Communities Fund of Waste Recycling Group, run by environmental body WREN, we had also received 



funding from Brunner Mond, Anderton with Marbury Parish Council, the Mersey Forest, Action Weaver Valley and 
Cheshire West and Chester Council, which had enabled the project to proceed.  The wildflowers had won universal 
praise from the many visitors coming to the park who had described them as ‘the best thing to happen at Marbury 
for many years’. 
 
September saw completion of a second bird hide at Haydn’s Pool, which was now in regular use.  This project had 
been developed by Vernon Lundy and funded by Brunner Mond, whose staff joined our regular volunteers to help 
build the hide.  September also saw FoAM and the Rangers help CWAC Link organise a Change 4 Life Family Fun 
Day at Marbury.  Despite appalling weather, more than 600 people turned up for the event.  A similar event was 
planned this year but would be held in June, in the hope of getting better weather! 
 
Unlike previous years, the Greenspace team had been unable to fund purchase of bird food for the Mere and 
Woodland hides at Marbury.  We had been fortunate to receive a generous offer from W & T Gibson of Kingsley 
Mill, who had donated bird food for both hides through the winter months.  Our thanks go to them. 
 
October had seen FoAM joined by Fungalpunk Dave of Fungal Friends for another successful foray and December 
had seen plenty of takers for our ever popular Christmas Decorations event. 
 
In January Vernon Lundy had organised a Bird Walk in Big Wood.  A bittern in the Coward Reed bed had popped 
up obligingly and had given everyone a chance to see this elusive bird. 
 
John Gilbody had organised a Nest Box Making Event in February.  All 64 nest box kits prepared prior to the event 
had been used during a very busy session. 
 
February also saw FoAM volunteers go out and about and we helped with installation of planters at Northwich and 
Delamere stations and put up bird and bat nest boxes at Mouldsworth, Delamere, Greenbank and Northwich 
stations.  We also went to Little Budworth and helped Ranger Simon Wood coppice trees in the immediate vicinity 
of a pond to help stabilise the water level. 
 
March saw FoAM put on a display at Comberbach Memorial Hall of winning entries from the Photographic 
Competition held during 2010.  Our thanks go to Andy Harmer, professional Wildlife Photographer and Nick Jones, 
Chief Photographer for the Guardian Series of Newspapers who judged the entries.  March also saw FoAM arrange 
a talk on Barn Owls. 
 
April saw a Spring Flower Walk and a Dawn Chorus Walk in Marbury and volunteers had made 200 bat box kits for 
Wirral Ranger Saul Burton. 
 
Alan said he hoped his Report had given a flavour of the extent and wide variety of events and projects FoAM had 
been involved in during the year.  He stressed that most of these had only been made possible through support 
from the Rangers and partnership working with other organisations. 
 
In closing his Report, Alan said there was one other major project he wished to highlight.  He reminded the Meeting 
that, as reported in FoAM’s Newsletter, one of our Members had made a generous offer to fund a visitor shelter at 
Marbury.  The survey of Park users which had been carried out showed overwhelming support for our plan and we 
had also received support from the three Marbury Ward Councillors, who had given part of their Community Grant 
money to us. This project would be a fantastic development and Alan said we hoped to be in a position to submit a 
planning application in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Paul Hill suggested to the Meeting that the visitor shelter would be an ideal project to use the Heritage Account 
funds for.  Alan thanked Paul for his suggestion and said the Committee would take account of it when looking at 
overall funding for this project. 
 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
 
Alan Garner presented the Treasurer’s Report and the associated Income and Expenditure Report.  A copy of his 
Report and the Income and Expenditure Report is attached for information. 
 
The Chair thanked Alan for his comprehensive and clear Report on the Financial position and Steve Penwill who, 
once again, had audited the Accounts. 
 
 



6. Report from Membership Secretary 
 
On behalf of Jim and Mary Jeeves, who were on holiday, the Chair presented their Report.  The total membership 
number had increased slightly and now stood at 170.  This comprised 84 household, 71 individual, 11 life and 4 
honorary memberships.  Overall, this remained a very healthy position for the group. 
 
 
7. Election of Officers and Committee for 2010/11 
 
The Chair said that if anyone wished to join the Committee, we were always on the look-out for new blood.  He 
asked anyone interested to contact any member of the Committee.  He said that anyone was welcome to come 
along to a meeting to take a look for themselves at what we do, before making any commitment. 
 
The Chair reported that John Gilbody had come to the end of his three year term as Secretary.  He thanked John 
for carrying out the role so well and reported that Frances Findlay had offered to take on the role of Secretary.  
There were no other nominations for Secretary. 
 
As a result, the Chair proposed two Resolutions 
 

1. The appointment of Frances Findlay as Secretary. 
 

2. The Re-election of those existing Officers and Additional Committee Members who were not standing down 
this year. 
 

 
Both proposals were nominated and seconded and the Resolutions were unanimously accepted. 
 
 
8. Any Other Business 
 
The Chair reminded the Meeting that a copy of the current Constitution was available on FoAM’s website.  This 
incorporated the amendments which resulted from Resolutions adopted at the AGM in 2010. 
 
There being no further business, the Chair closed the Meeting at 20.10 hrs. 

 



FoAM Treasurer’s Report 

2010-2011 

AGM – 16
th

 May 2011 
 
Financially, 2010-2011 has been a very strong year for FoAM, with a net income of over £2400.  This is illustrated 

in the attached Income and Expenditure report and I hope that the following notes will add some value to the figures 

shown in it. 

 

The major events during the year proved to be self-funding although some were fairly costly while others generated 

significant income.  Some of the more notable ones, from a financial perspective, were the Plant Sale in May, which 

generated a net profit of £115, and the Nestbox event in February, which added a further £187 to the funds.  

Balancing this were October’s Fungal Foray costing £100 and the talk at the Weaver Hall Museum in November, 

which cost £98. 

 

Under the heading of “Sponsored Projects”, building the Brunner Mond hide was the main activity during the year.  

Most of the cost of this was provided last year by Brunner Mond (now Tata Chemicals Europe), hence the release of 

the £1000 provision shown in the report.  

 

Amongst the “Other Projects”, the most significant cost was the hire of the Woodmiser and its operator.  This 

machine is used to convert tree trunks into planks and, from one day’s work, we generated enough timber for three 

or four year’s worth of nestboxes plus a number of larger planks that will be used for making rustic furniture. 

 

Subscriptions, at £1045, were down slightly on the previous year.  Although we had another four life memberships 

taken out (bringing the total number of Life Members to eight), we have chosen to amortise the Life Membership 

fee of £80 over a period of twenty years.  Hence only £4 of each Life Membership is shown as income for the year. 

 

The CCI grant of £1385 is artificially inflated due to the second part of the previous year’s grant (£500) not being 

received until June 2010.  The “real” value of the grant then is considerably down on 2009-10, which is hardly 

surprising given the difficult financial climate faced by our sponsors. 

 

The total income from donations and sales increased by approximately £350 on the previous year.  A significant 

part of the sales income (£400) was generated by the production of 200 bat box kits that we were commissioned to 

produce, plus £200 for making four rustic planters for Delamere and Northwich stations. 

 

Under the heading of “Other Expenditure”, the cost of meeting room hire is considerably greater than in 2009-10.  

This is mainly because we used the Memorial Hall on two extra occasions. 

 

The cost of bird food is approximately £80 less than in the previous year, thanks in part to the generous sponsorship 

of W.T. Gibson Ltd. 

 

Looking at the Assets and Liabilities, we can see that our total assets have increased by £4335 over the previous 

year, now standing at £19,440.  However, £7316 of this is reserved for future projects and other costs, leaving us 

with available funding of £12,123.  As I expect it to become increasingly difficult to obtain grants for our future 

projects, it is likely that we will need to start spending some of this capital as we embark on new projects.  And 

finally, on the subject of new projects, the £2,700 under “Liabilities” is a grant towards the planned Oak Shelter and 

was kindly provided by three Marbury Ward Councillors (Malcolm Byram, Norman Wright and Keith Wilson). 

 

Finally, I would like to thanks Steve Penwill for auditing the accounts once again. 

 

Alan Garner (Treasurer)



Income & Expenditure

Events and projects:

Events

Income 571.06 368.08

Costs (530.46) (590.10)

------------ 40.60 (222.02)

Sponsored Projects

Brunner Mond Hide (1,165.86) 0.00

Grant - VRBC Scrape 0.00 462.01

Wild Flower- project 0.00 750.00

Chester Zoo -Sand Martin, project (17.88) (1,077.25)

Costs (2,105.98)

Provision release 1,000.00 3,525.61

------------ (183.74) ------------ 1,554.39

Other Projects

FOAM workwear 0.00 (43.70)

Wood Mizer (360.00) 0.00

FruitTrees 0.00 (318.64)

Floating bird island (21.15)

Barn Owl Box (44.90)

------------ (426.05) ------------ (362.34)

Other Income:

Subscriptions 1,045.00 1,138.00

CCI Grant 1,385.00 950.00

Donations from talks 165.00 70.00

Donations 562.50 1,011.25

Sales (Logs, charcoal etc) 1,239.95 539.00

------------ 4,397.45 ------------ 3,708.25

Other Expenditure:

Meeting room hire (186.29) (33.00)

BTCV membership & Insurance (134.79) (134.79)

Costs - publicity (877.63) (1,706.59)

Postage, Stationary (63.72) (202.94)

Bird food, flower seeds,Barn Owl Group(62.50) (166.97)

General (82.45) (874.28)

------------ (1,407.38) ------------ (3,118.57)

------------ ------------

Net Income 2,420.88 1,559.71

Assets & Liabilities 7-Apr-11 4-Apr-10 movement

Assets

Bank account - General 16677.01 12,344.64 4,332.37

Bank Account - Heritage 2,758.47 2,758.47 0.00

Bank Account - Other 2.00 2.00 0.00

Cash 2.91 0.00 2.91

------------ ------------ ------------

Total Assets 19,440.39 15,105.11 4,335.28

Liabilities

Unpresented cheques 0.00 (73.60) 73.60

Provision for Interpretive Panel (750.00) (750.00) 0.00

Brunner Mond Grant/Flower seeds 0.00 (1,000.00) 1,000.00

Provision for Educational Pack (500.00) (500.00) 0.00

Provision for Oak Shelter (2,700.00) 0.00 (2,700.00)

Provision for Heritage costs (2,758.47) (2,758.47) 0.00

Provision for Life Membership (608.00) (320.00) (288.00)

Total Liabilities (7,316.47) (5,402.07) (1,914.40)

------------ ------------ ------------

Net Assets 12,123.92 9,703.04 2,420.88

Funding

Prior year net funding 9,703.04 8,143.33 1,559.71

Current year net income 2,420.88 1,559.71 861.17

------------ ------------ ------------

Total funding 12,123.92 9,703.04 2,420.88

Signed (Treasurer): Date:

Signed (Auditor): Date:

Friends of Anderton & Marbury
Treasurers Report, 5th April 2010 - 7th April 2011

2010-11 2009-10

 


