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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Celebrate the Arrival of Spring after a Long Winter 
 

 From the Chair 
 
Although we are only three months into the year, we 
have had a very varied and hectic start to the year‟s 
activities, firstly with Dave James and me taking a 
joint Ranger/FoAM stand to a Marbury Forum.  This 
was chaired by Cllr Norman Wright and gave an 
opportunity to showcase our partnership working with 
the Rangers. 
 
Our first outdoor event of the year was a very 
successful Bird Walk organised by Vernon Lundy.  A 
bittern in the Coward Reed bed obliged by showing 
itself just after the visitors arrived at the hide and 
gave everyone the chance to see this elusive bird. 
 

 
 
We continued with a full programme of events and 
arranged an exhibition in early March of the winning 
entries from the 2010 Photographic Competition at 
Comberbach Memorial Hall. 
 
Alan Garner organised a well-attended talk by John 
Mycock of the Mid-Cheshire Barn Owl Group.  John 
Gilbody rallied support from the volunteers to 
organise our most successful nest box building event 
to date and Mary Jeeves and Dave James led a 
Spring Walk to view bluebells and other woodland 
flowers in Marbury. 

A number of volunteers went out and about with 
Chris Moseley to install planters at Northwich and 
Delamere stations and we also put up bird and bat 
boxes at Mouldsworth, Delamere, Greenbank and 
Northwich stations. 
 
In February, a group of us went to Little Budworth to 
help Ranger Simon Woods coppice trees in the 
immediate vicinity of a pond and April saw our 
volunteers working with Duncan Macnaughton, a 
Forestry Commission Ranger, to help plant almost 
1,000 wildflower plants at Uplands. 
 
We have also been discussing with Duncan the 
possibility of FoAM carrying out a project to plant a 
wild bird seed crop at Uplands and we hope to 
progress this later in the year. 
 
Several volunteer days were taken up making more 
than 200 bat box kits for Ranger Saul Burton, who is 
based on the Wirral.  We received a donation of £400 
for this activity. 
 
We continue to press on with our plan to construct a 
visitor shelter at Marbury and have held preliminary 
discussions with the Planners and Building Control 
Officers at Winsford.  We await their „Pre-Application 
Advice‟ before submitting our Planning Application. 
 
Sam Bright of Cheshire Wildlife Trust will be making 
an application for funds to improve access to the 
Coward Reserve.  We are working with Sam to 
ensure that the scheme balances the Trust‟s desire 
for access with the need to protect wildlife habitat. 
 
Finally, we were delighted to hear that Amanda 
Pritchard has been appointed to the Ranger team at 
Marbury and we look forward to working with her 
when she arrives. 
 
Alan Redley  
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More about Volunteer Activities 
 
Beech Moss and the pond at Little Budworth Country 
Park are an important habitat for invertebrates such 
as emerald, large red and azure damselflies.  
Breeding southern hawker, brown hawker and black 
darter dragonflies are also encountered.  The pond 
and open water attract spawning common frogs 
during early spring.  Dragonfly nymphs and tadpoles, 
in turn, attract feeding grass snakes, for which this 
area of the park is noted. 
 
It is more than ten years since trees were last 
removed from the area and our volunteers went to 
Little Budworth to help Simon coppice the trees which 
are contributing to the dropping water levels in the 
pond. 
 

 
Experts at work! 

 
We also created a dead hedge around the cleared 
area to form a barrier between the pathways and 
pond.  This work should help maintain the water level 
in the pond and preserve habitat so that it remains 
suitable for the grass snakes which live there. 
 
 
 
During February, we made and installed two planters 
at Delamere Station. 
 

 
The planter now arriving at Platform 1 is the 11.30 from FoAM 

 
 
We then went on to Mouldsworth, Greenbank and 
Northwich Stations where we installed several bird 
and bat boxes and another planter at Northwich. 
 
 

 

 
Putting up bird and bat boxes at Northwich Station 

 
 
 
April saw the volunteers move en-masse to Uplands 
to help Duncan Macnaughton plant almost 1,000 
wildflowers. 
 

 
Planting at Uplands 

 
We were fortunate that a thunderstorm the following 
evening helped prevent the new plantings from drying 
out. 
 
 
 
Volunteers in the workshop at Marbury helping to 
make 200 bat box kits for Saul Burton: 
 

 
All kitted up! 
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Your Committee 
 
As I pointed out in our previous Newsletter, John 
Gilbody will have completed three years as our 
Secretary in May.  He will be standing down from that 
role at our AGM and a new Secretary will be 
appointed. 
 
We are always looking for fresh faces to join the 
Committee.  If you are interested in the activities of 
FoAM and would like to become more involved in the 
decision making process, either as Secretary or in 
some other role, why not put your name forward? 
 
If you are thinking about getting involved, please 
come along and see what we do before committing 
yourself. 
 
You can also find out more about what is involved by 
speaking to any member of your Committee or by 
contacting me (email hillcliffe223@aol.com or 
telephone 01606 44728). 
 
Alan Redley 
 
 

AGM, Quiz and Supper 
Monday 16 May 

at Comberbach Memorial Hall 
 
Once again we are repeating the successful format 
for the evening from previous years. 
 
The AGM will start at 7.30 pm. 
 
At 8.15 pm we will begin the Quiz, and this will be 
followed by a hot supper at 9 pm. 
 
You do not have to attend the AGM to take part in the 
Quiz!  You can enter as a team, or come and make 
up a team with others. 
 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL.  There is no charge for the 
quiz or supper, but booking is essential so that we 
know the numbers for catering.  You are asked to 
bring your own drinks.  There will be a box for 
donations, all of which will go to FoAM‟s projects. 
 
Contact: Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
(email hillcliffe223@aol.com) or 
Frances Findlay 01606 44727 
(email frances.findlay@tesco.net) 
 
 
Your Newsletter 
 
We welcome comments, ideas photos and articles for 
inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email 
items to Joanne Redley at hillcliffe223@aol.com or 
hand them in at the Rangers‟ Cabin marked for the 
attention of Joanne. 
Items deadline for the summer issue: 
Friday 8 July 
Many thanks 

Nest Box Event 
 
Once again all the hard work by John Gilbody, 
Vernon Lundy and other volunteers to prepare the 
nest box kits paid off handsomely. 
 
Over 100 people attended during the day, and all 64 
next boxes were made up – by children, couples, and 
individuals. 
 

 
John shows the way 

 

 
All our own work! 

 
 
 

Spring Flowers/Bluebell Walk 
 
Mary Jeeves and Dave James led enjoyable walks 
through Marbury to discover spring woodland flowers. 
 

 
 

mailto:hillcliffe223@aol.com
mailto:hillcliffe223@aol.com
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mailto:hillcliffe223@aol.com
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Extracts From Mary’s Journal 
 
Jan 12

th  
 I nailed a notice to the gatepost: “There‟s no 

such thing as a pooh fairy”. As I removed 3 bags of 
dog foul from that post I‟m sure I felt a flutter of wings 
behind me.  
20

th
   Frances and I were keen to get a fire going, if 

only to warm us up in the fog. The charred timbers 
from yesterday‟s bonfire were soon alight. The weather 
had not improved over lunch and dead hogweed stems 
sparkled with hoar frost. We drew the remains of the 
blaze together leaving smoke drifting into the fog. 
27

th
   Dave was felling trees to create a view of the 

Weaver from Carey Park. Our first hurdle was the 
fence, but he‟d provided ladders, so we didn‟t have to 
perform athletic feats. Transferring from the ladder on 
one side of the fence to that on the other was tricky. 
Scrambling about on the banks of the river to build a 
dead hedge wasn‟t so hard. The problem was crossing 
that fence again, but thoughts of lunch helped.  
Feb 10

th
   Chris and Dave were trying to remove a 

willow that had grown out over the pond at Anderton. 
When I arrived with my camera Chris was performing 
gymnastic poses whilst operating a chain saw. By 
close of play we had an 8 ft high pile of chippings and 
stacks of logs, which would find their way into three 
4x4s within an hour. 
 

 
 
24

th
   Birch, willow and vicious thorny shrubs tore at 

our clothes as we hauled them across the lime bed to 

the chipper on Carey Park. We tried to avoid stumps of  
felled trees, rabbit holes and brambles. After a while 
the chipper began to clunk, and then it was silent. A 
small team worked in the yard to solve the problem 
with a succession of increasingly large implements. 
Mere spectators sought alternative employment. 
Mar 16

th
   Jim and I surveyed fencing on Dairy House 

Meadows. We gave every post a wiggle marking the 
rocky ones. We checked that the netting and barbed 
wire were fastened to the posts. In places the fence 
was protected by our old enemy, the bramble. Where 
the pools reached up to the fence we had to paddle 
amongst the rushes, whilst a green woodpecker 
laughed from the woods.  
23

rd  
 Dave and 7 wellie clad volunteers squelched into 

the Reedbed near Butterfinch Bridge. We moved the 
piles of cut reeds to drier ground to prevent a build-up 
that would cause the reedbed to dry out. We used 
forks to lift and toss the reeds to the banks. Dave lit 
those furthest from the bank and a breeze did the rest. 
Unfortunately the wind changed direction and we were 
dodging the smoke. It was very hard work and I opted 
for the early bath. 
 

 
 
 
Mary Jeeves 
 

 
 

**************************************************************************************************************************** 

 
 

Plant Bring & Buy Sale - Reminder 
 

It‟s time to think about plants for our Bring & Buy 
Sale. If you have any surplus plants or seedlings, 
flowers or vegetables, for the home or for the 
garden, please save them for the next few weeks 
and bring them along to Marbury on 28th/29th May. 

 

 
 
 

***************************************************************************************************************************
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News From the Rangers 
 

Amanda Pritchard, the newly appointed Ranger to the 
area, will be joining us very soon in early May, so a 
large warm welcome will be on the cards.  Whilst Chris 
and I show her round the sites, we will inevitably bump 
into a few volunteers and FoAM members, so don‟t be 
shy; say hello and make Amanda feel welcome.  No 
doubt Amanda will be joining in with a few of the tasks 
below. 
 
So at last spring has arrived, and the winter work can 
be put to one side until September.  However, the 
volunteers and I still have lots to do, including 
removing and or repairing fences; that is removing the 
post and wire fences throughout the park and repairing 
the stock fences.  The growing season will inevitably 
create jobs we are all familiar with such as keeping 
various bits of vegetation in check.  Another job is to 
rebuild the two bridges over the pipelines alongside the 
river Weaver where one or two of the footboards have 
started to rot and need replacing.  Unfortunately, the 
main supports in touch with the ground have also 
started to decay. 
 
With the arrival of spring I have several guided walks 
and talks to give.  These are usually for groups and 

societies who, after a presentation during the autumn 
and winter, are invited to Anderton to see the wildlife, 
especially the flowers, first hand.  Many of the flower 
walks are in conjunction with Mary Jeeves.  However 
the guided bluebell walk at Marbury proved very 
popular, so we had to split the group and lead 
separately.  Other groups returning this year include 
Sir John Deane‟s College and Macclesfield High 
school; we are working with the students recording 
vegetation surveys and or background research. 
 
We have also been asked to help put a display 
together for the Cheshire Show 21

st
 22

nd
 June.  The 

display will highlight how Greenspace Rangers work 
with Friends groups such as FoAM and volunteers. 
The caravan display will need to be changed so we will 
have an up to date message and we will be involved 
on the days of the show with interactive displays.  
Volunteers are needed to help with the stand so if you 
want to help or have any ideas about what you would 
like in the display please get in touch. 

Cheers 
Dave and Blue

 

Angel Wing 

Angel Wing is a disease that affects wildfowl (primarily geese and ducks), in which the last joint of the wing is twisted 
with the wing feathers pointing out, instead of lying against the body.  The disease is acquired by young birds. Due to 
a high-calorie diet, especially one high in proteins and/or low in vitamins, one or both carpus (wrist) joints are slowed in 
their development relative to the rest of the wing.  In adult birds the disease is incurable and usually leads to an early 
death as affected birds become effectively or totally flightless. 

The only wild fowl populations known to be affected are those fed by man.  In Sweden, ten different park populations 
of Canada geese produced angel wing.  The following year one flock was not fed any artificial feed (for example 
bread) and there were no angel wing goslings produced. 

Some household waste food products are especially beneficial to small wintering birds.  Any cheese scraps, bacon 
rind and fat can be fed to them in order for them to survive the winter 

To prevent Angel Wing, waterfowl should not be fed bread, popcorn or other human foodstuffs.  Duck seed is 
available as an alternative for duck feeders. 

 

A Feast for the Birds at Marbury 
 
Now that the feeding season has come to an end, I 
should like to pay tribute to W T Gibson, for generously 
providing all the bird seed and peanuts used at the two 
feeding stations in Marbury since last October.  In total 
this amounted to 330kg of bird food with a value of 
nearly £500.  If any members would like to buy their 
bird food from Gibsons, they can be found at Kingsley 
Mill, Mill Lane, Kingsley or contacted on 01928 
788210. 
 
Alan Redley 
 

 

 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goose
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calorie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protein
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitamin_D
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpus
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Photographic Competition 2010 and Exhibition 
 

We were once again delighted at the interest shown in the Photographic competition and in the number of entries 
received, which, at 70 photographs from 25 photographers, exceeded those of the 2008 competition. 
 
The competition was for prints of photographs taken in the Northwich Woodlands.  Entries were invited from 
photographers of all ages and abilities, and entry to the competition was free.  Photographs were judged in three 
categories:  Landscape, Wildlife (flora or fauna) and Fun in the Park. 
 
The Judges for the competition were again Andy Harmer, professional Wildlife Photographer and Ecology Consultant, 
and Nick Jones, Chief Photographer for the Guardian Series of Newspapers. 
 

 
 

„Helleborines’ by Muriel Dale.  The winner in the Wildlife Category. 
Judges‟ comments:  “Beautiful habitat shot using low angle.  Lighting  
good and letterbox presentation works well.  Very difficult to pull off.” 

 

 
‘Sunrise at Haydn’s Pool’ by Dave James.  

The winner in the Landscape Category.  
Judges‟ comments: “So serene you can  

almost hear the woodland.” 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

‘A Winter Walk’ by Helen Price.  The winner in the Fun 
In the Park Category.  Judges‟ comments: “Perfect, a 

brilliant shot.” 
 
 

Nick Jones‟ comments on the competition entries: “The standard of entries this year was terrific, particularly in the 
Wildlife Category.  Some of the best photographs were taken on small digital cameras, proving the point that you don‟t 
need a rucksack full of expensive gear to take a great picture.” 
 
“Whether running or raking, biking or birding, in future competitions I hope we see more pictures of volunteers and 
visitors enjoying Anderton and Marbury.” 
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I‟m Mike and I run the Well Heeled Dog Club at 
Marbury Park. As a dog trainer I spend my time 
helping people develop the know-how and techniques 
needed to develop and sometimes change, a dog‟s 
behaviour. One of the most common problems I‟m 
asked to help with is... 
 

Why won’t my dog listen to me? 

Well, the truth is that unwittingly we probably spend too 
much time detuning the dog to the sound of our voice! 
Think of the amount of time you spend talking during 
the day. From the moment most families wake up 
we‟re talking to each other: We‟re either shouting at 
the kids, phoning friends or work colleague, even in the 
evening when we‟re relaxing there‟s still constant 
conversation from the TV or radio. Our dogs however, 
usually only voice their presence if they are excited, 
alarmed or nervous. 

With this in mind it‟s no wonder that it can sometimes 
seem like hard work to be able to attract our dog‟s 
attention and it‟s even harder to keep them focused on 
us. Fortunately that‟s where rewards and motivators 
come in handy. The aim is to encourage your dog to 
pay attention to you for as long as you decide it‟s 
necessary. Sometimes this might only be for a few 
minutes other times it can be for an hour or more. 

What’s the best way to motivate a dog? 

The best way to motivate your dog is to find whatever it 
is that stimulates him the most. This can either be 
food, play, voice or touch. If you can't motivate your 
dog then you can't train him. 

We always need to be flexible with our approach so 
that the correct reinforcement is used for the situation. 
An appropriate reinforcement is one where the dog can 
make an association with the act and the motivator. 
For example teach the dog that the word „come‟ means 
that there is going to be a tasty treat waiting for him in 
your hand.  

If however, I want to teach my dog to stay in one place 
while I walk away then I wouldn‟t have anything in my 
hands that he‟s likely to follow e.g. food or a ball. So 
for this I‟d use a combination of touch and voice 
control. Make sure your sounds are similar to their 
bark. Keep instructions short and don‟t use sentences. 

For further advice or information on weekly training 
options please contact: Mike Flannery. 
 
Tel: 07768 980918 or email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk / 
www.thedogclub.co.uk  

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th May 
Bring and Buy Plant Sale 
A chance to find something unusual for home or 
garden 
From 10.00 am – 4.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
  

Sunday 5th June  
Family Orienteering Event 
An introduction to orienteering in Marbury Country 
Park.  Booking essential.  Children under 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult 
Contact:  Chris Moseley 01606 77741 
 

Sunday 19th June Busy Bees 
An opportunity to view the world inside the 
observational hive, and gain instruction on Bee 
keeping from experts 
Meet:  12.00 – 4.00 pm Marbury Country Park. 
Contact:  Chris Moseley 01606 77741 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday 25th June 
Breakfast with Moths 
Join the regular moth trappers and find out what was 
attracted to the traps on the previous night.  Juice and 
Croissants available for breakfast.  Donations welcome 
Meet:  9.30 am Marbury Country Park  
Contact:  Alan Garner 01606 883539  
 

Saturday 2nd July  
Wildflower Facts and Folklore 
Dave James and Mary Jeeves will lead a walk in 
Anderton Nature Park to view summer wildflowers 
Meet:  10.00 am Anderton Nature Park Car Park 
Contact:  Mary Jeeves 01606 77688 
 

Saturday 23rd July  
FoAM Picnic in the Park 
A special summer celebration evening in the Park.  
Bring your own picnic or food to barbecue. 
Meet:  5.00 pm Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
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More details of two special events which will take place in Marbury during the summer and 
an event at Blakemere to which FoAM members are invited: 

 

Picnic in the Park 
 
Join us for our Summer Celebration evening in 
Marbury on Saturday 24 July from 5.00 pm by the 
Rangers‟ Cabin. 
 
There will again be live music from „The Weavils‟ 
 

 
 
No Booking is necessary.  There is no charge – just 
turn up on the night! 
 
Bring your own picnic, or food to cook – barbecues will 
be provided.  Bring your own beverages.  Families 
welcome. 
 
For more information 
Contact: Joanne Redley 01606 44728 
(email hillcliffe223@aol.com) or 
Frances Findlay 01606 44727 
(email frances.findlay@tesco.net) 
 
 

Fun, Food and Fitness Day 
 
Cheshire West and Chester Link organised a Family 
Fun Day at Marbury Country Park in September last 
year.  The event was a success, with more than 600 
people attending despite appalling weather on the day. 
 
CWAC Link has decided to hold a similar event this 
year, which is supported by the Greenspace Ranger 
Service, Cheshire West and Chester Council, and 
FoAM.  There will be various activities and information 
stands throughout the day and families are welcome. 
 
This year, the event is being held on Sunday 26

th
 

June, in the hope of getting better weather.  Once 
again CWAC Link are asking for volunteers to help on 
the day. 
 
The detailed programme for the day is still being 
finalised but the event will provisionally take place 
between 11 am and 4 pm. 

 

 
Mid-Cheshire Barn Owl Group 

 
Family Fun Day and Barbecue 

Blakemere, Saturday 3 September 2011 
 
The annual Funday and Barbecue starts at 4.30pm 
and lasts until 6.00-6.30pm. 
 
There will be the usual activities, barbecue and free 
flying display by the Cheshire Falconry Centre and 
FoAM intend to take a display panel to the event. 
 
The Cheshire Falconry Centre has offered the 
opportunity for Mid-Cheshire Barn Owl Group 
members to take part in one of their Raptor Encounter 
experiences.  An indication of what you can expect is 
on the flyer below.  The event normally costs £39.  
However, the Falconry Centre has agreed to do this 
one-off event at a much reduced price of £15 per 
person, with the money being donated to the Group. 
 
FoAM has a group membership of the Mid-Cheshire 
Barn Owl Group, so FoAM members can also take 
advantage of this offer. 
 
It is expected that this special event will take place 
starting at around 2.00pm, giving plenty of time to take 
part before the Funday gets underway. 
 
To ensure there are sufficient numbers and to organise 
the event, it is essential to let the Barn Owl Group 
know who would like to attend the Raptor Encounter 
experience before the end of June 2011.  Please 
contact John Mycock on 07970 235473 if you are 
interested. 
 

 
 
 
 

This newsletter is published with support from 
The Mersey Forest 

mailto:hillcliffe223@aol.com
mailto:frances.findlay@tesco.net

