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Friends of Anderton and Marbury 
(FoAM) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
A FoAM member has offered a substantial donation for a shelter at Marbury 

 

 From the Chair 
 

I am delighted to report that we have been offered 
funding to build a multi-purpose shelter at Marbury 
Country Park for use by the general public, as well as 
the many organisations which visit the park. 
 
Thanks to this generous donation from a FoAM 
member, we have a fantastic opportunity to create a 
much-needed addition to the facilities at Marbury, 
with no recourse to public funds. 
 
The shelter will consist of a roof without sides and be 
made of green oak so as to be in keeping with the 
surroundings.  We would like it to be situated near 
the Rangers‟ Office and it will be large enough to 
accommodate a class of school children. 
 
As many of you will know, we are seeking views on 
whether park users think a shelter would be a 
welcome addition and whether it would encourage 
more frequent visits or longer stays. 
 
All the individual and group responses have been 
overwhelmingly in support of creating the shelter.  
These include local Councillors, schools, groups and 
other organisations including The Mersey Forest and 
Groundwork.  The groups in particular say that a 
shelter would encourage them to visit more often and 
stay longer than they do at present. 
 
We are currently developing a design with a firm who 
specialise in green oak structures.  The next step is 
to obtain permission from the Greenspaces Team 
Management to go ahead with the project. 
 
For those of you who have not given your views yet, 
consultation forms are available from the Rangers‟ 
Office and take only a few seconds to complete. 
 
We have had a number of other successes since the 
Summer Newsletter was issued. 

This year‟s „Picnic in the Park‟ was an outstanding 
success and attracted almost 150 people, more than 
double the number attending last year.  We lit the 
barbecues and the Weavils provided entertainment.  
Visitors cooked their own food and everyone 
attending thought the evening was a great success. 
 
In August, Richard Smith came from WREN to mark 
completion of the wildflower meadows at Marbury.  
These have received universal praise from visitors 
who have described them as „the best thing to 
happen at Marbury for many years‟.  We hope that 
the displays will be even better next year! 
 

 
 
September saw completion of a second bird hide at 
Haydn‟s Pool.  This project was developed by Vernon 
Lundy and funded by Brunner Mond.  Their staff 
joined regular volunteers to help build the hide which 
is now available for visitors to use. 
 
Unlike previous years, the Greenspaces team are 
unable at present to fund purchase of bird food for 
the Mere and Woodland hides at Marbury.  We have 
been fortunate to receive a generous offer from W & 
T Gibson Ltd of Kingsley Mill who will donate bird 
food for both hides until the end of March. 
 
Alan Redley  
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Extracts from Mary’s Journal 
 
Jul 7th Chris and Pete led 8 volunteers to clear up a 
tree that had blown down in the Lime Avenue. 
Chipper, chain saw, bow saws and loppers were all 
that were needed to reduce a 100 ft tree to a heap of 
chippings, a pile of logs and two lengths of trunk. Liz 
and I trembled at the foot of the adjacent tree, as 
Pete hauled himself up to remove damaged branches 
50 ft above and Chris went to deal with another victim 
of the winds. 
 

 
 
8th Frances and I volunteered to paint the Woodland 
Hide. Being short, our reach is limited. We‟re not 
keen on ladders either. We slapped paint on the hide, 
dripped it on ourselves and fended off biting insects. 
If you look up you‟ll see how far we could reach. 
 
Aug 11

th
 Pete took 8 of us to Dairy House Meadows 

to pull more ragwort. We rescued cinnabar moth 
caterpillars and put them on selected host plants. 
They‟re just not eating the ragwort fast enough. Our 
spirits and shirts were dampened by a couple of 
heavy showers, but we soldiered on till lunch. 
 
26

th
 Himalayan balsam was in flower in Anderton 

Nature Park. Dave organised 6 volunteers to uproot it 
and crush the flowers to prevent it firing seed all over 
the park. We slid down the bank to extricate the 
plants from amongst the tangle of bindweed and 
phragmites. We noticed traveller‟s joy, the native 
clematis, spreading and found a local rarity, 
ploughman‟s spikenard. 

Sep 1
st

/2
nd

 Chris and 5 volunteers spread out across 
Marbury Park on a cleansing mission after the Bank 
Holiday. We transferred our litter-picking skills to 
Leftwich Meadows. Litter louts don‟t seem to walk far, 
but they can toss bottles and cans well. Chris said 
that I saw the glint of a bonfire before dragging a 
discarded garden gate up the bank. That gate 
provided the heat needed to rid us of the last 14 bags 
of ragwort. 
 
9

th
 Dave and 5 volunteers drove down Marbury Lane 

to Haydn‟s Pool. He had the equipment in the trailer 
so that we could remove vegetation cut yesterday on 
the island. Only it wasn‟t an island following months 
of dry weather. We forked the reeds etc onto a 
tarpaulin and then dragged it over to the meadow. 
 

 
 
30

th
 Elna and I took some twigs from the dead hedge 

and we soon had a small fire at Haydn‟s Pool. We 
dragged bundles of willow branches from the piles 
cut down last week and spread them out, hoping that 
they would dry out. We added them to the fire 
gradually. By lunchtime there was enough heat that 
even the wet branches did not put it out. Dave came 
to help, but complained about the uneven nature of 
the ground. Some fool had left willow stumps sticking 
up! Joanne and I returned to a neat circle of ash 
surrounded by rays of willow. We coaxed it back to 
life with vigorous fanning 
 
Mary Jeeves 
 

********************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

Pond dipping event 
 
Tuesday 10

th
 August was a bright sunny day 

providing the ideal opportunity to try out the new 
pond dipping stage at Marbury.  At 10 o‟clock Ranger 
Chris Moseley led the first group down to the Ice 
Pond, where he had assembled the necessary 
equipment for investigating what was beneath the 
duck weed.  He demonstrated the technique with the 
net for achieving the best results and the children 
were invited to have a go.  Throughout the day it 
wasn‟t just the children who enjoyed the experience, 
as accompanying adults also got excited about  
 

 
 
seeing and identifying diving beetles, water boatmen, 
pond skaters, leeches, freshwater shrimps, midge 
larvae and young newts at various stages in their 
development, which could all clearly be seen in the 
white trays.  After a spell of pond dipping Dave 
James offered the children the chance to go bug 
hunting on the field.  Many families were grateful to 
rangers Chris and Dave for a couple of hours of their 
summer holiday happily spent. 
 
Mary Jeeves 
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NEWS FROM THE RANGERS 
 
For those of you who haven‟t heard, Steph Hefferan 
has moved to Whitegate to take up a new role.  We 
should like to take the opportunity to thank Steph for 
all the work she did at Ashton‟s and Neumann‟s 
Flashes and to wish her well in her new post. 
 
 

News From the Far End of the 
Woodlands 
 
At Carey Park the Hebridean sheep are back on the 
undisturbed area of the SSSI to graze and help 
control invasive scrub there.  The sheep as in 
previous years have been lent by the Cheshire 
Wildlife Trust.  This year there are 36 ewes and 17 
lambs nibbling away.  In November they will have a 
change of scenery and go to Ashton‟s Flash to tackle 
the scrub there for about six weeks. 
 
What the sheep don‟t remove though the Rangers 
and volunteers will!  Follow up work will be to remove 
and chip up bigger scrub and small trees to stop 
areas of the lime beds turning into scrub woodland.  If 
left alone most of the lime beds would turn into scrub 
woodland and much of their conservation interest 
would be lost; hence this regular grazing and clearing 
work. 
 
At Neumann‟s, with help from our regular volunteers, 
some important conservation work has been carried 
out.  The “island” where the black winged stilts 
nested has had the remaining small trees removed.  
The trees were being used by scavengers such as 
crows to perch in while they waited and tried to steal 
eggs or chicks of the stilts and other ground nesting 
birds.  Steph had removed most of the trees, but a 
few were left in a very marshy area of the lime bed.  
Dryer ground conditions, a few ladder sections, and 
some wooden planks made a temporary path and the 
job was done.  Thanks to Joanne, Alan, Diana and 
Robin for their help with doing this. 
 

 
 
Steph had also created some openings in the scrub 
between Ashton‟s and Neumann‟s Flashes for the 
dingy skippers in particular to use.  Working with the 
previously mentioned volunteers some of these areas  

 
have recently been enlarged and more work will 
continue over the winter period.  On windy colder 
days these areas will give the dingy skipper more 
sheltered patches to use where there is plenty of its 
caterpillar food plant and nectar source – bird‟s foot 
trefoil.  
 
Lastly, just when the volunteers thought they had 
finished for the day a last minute job was “found” and 
tackled.  The view from one side of number 1 bird 
hide on Neumann‟s had become obstructed by trees 
and scrub. This was cut back so a good view over 
Neumann‟s can be enjoyed again. 
 
Pete Schofield 
 

Rhododendrons, wildflowers and 
cycling! 
 
As autumn is upon us the scenery at Marbury 
Country Park starts to change from autumn colours to 
wisps of grey smoke! Yes, it‟s rhododendron burning 
season again. The area to be targeted this year is 
along the mere edge from the reedbed to the slipway. 
This has been identified as infected with 
phytophthora ramorum which can be transferred to 
mature trees therefore it needs to be cut and burnt. 
 
The wildflower meadows are starting to die back as 
they produce seed for next year‟s display. The two 
meadows will be mown in the next month, which will 
distribute the seed on to the bare patches. This seed, 
along with the biennials such as foxgloves, will flower 
next summer. 
 

 
 
We are now hosts to a Wheels for All centre. The 
container in the yard at Marbury Country Park has 
several unusual bikes in it which are specifically 
designed to accommodate riders with special needs 
or riders who have not ridden a bike for years. 
Special Schools and organisations such as Age 
Concern can book to ride the bikes around the park. 
If you wish to find out more information regarding this 
project please feel free to contact us at Marbury 
Country Park on 01606 77741. 
 
Chris Moseley 
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News from Anderton and Furey Wood 
 
Lime Bed Cutbacks and Catch up 
 
Just starting the autumnal seasonal work, the glades 
on Marshall‟s Wood at Anderton need a little cutting 
back.  The volunteers and I will nibble away at the 
edges of the glades, taking out the previously cut 
trees, all the way back to ground level.  It‟s all about 
adding diversity to the woodland by creating the edge 
effect;  the height and different species create some 
of the more diverse areas.  Bramble, hawthorn and 
birch are the dominant species, providing nectar and 
or shelter for the dingy skipper at various times of the 
year.  Cutting back is necessary as we need to have 
some direct sunlight during the day within the glade 
so that the flowering plants are able to thrive.  This 
work is a continuation of the woodland work we 
started last season so there is still catching up to do.

 
Furey Wood 
 
Enormous amounts of work are needed at Furey 
Wood, where thinning will continue, opening up the 
woodland.  Various species will be targeted, 
especially the nursery species, allowing the oak and 
ash more room to grow.  Vandalism continues to be a 
bugbear as more hand rails go missing by the flights 
of steps.  I suspect they are being used for a local 
project, or are being „weighed in‟, as I never find the 
missing lengths of pipe work.  If you see anything 
suspicious, please let me know. 
 
We will also install one or two more bits of fencing 
next to the river, where the banks are eroding. 
 
Cheers for now – Dave and Blue

 

Joint Project with Brunner Mond Plc. 
 
For the third successive year FoAM volunteers have 
been involved with Brunner Mond in a joint project.  
This year it was the construction of a covered bird-
hide, with seating, to replace the screen at Haydn‟s 
Pool.  The views from this new hide complement 
those available from the original hide, enabling 
observers to see all parts of the pool. 
 
Brunner Mond generously donated funds (boosted by 
some local birdwatchers), limestone and not least 
some labour to assist in the erection of a wooden 
building designed to blend with its surroundings.  
Following some preparatory work the previous few 
weeks, on 23

rd
 September a band of volunteers 

gathered at Haydn‟s Pool to start work. 
 

 
 
While half the work-force was involved with the 
building, the rest sallied forth to tackle the 
encroaching willow and rank vegetation partially 
obstructing the views.  By lunch-time the main 
uprights had been sunken into the ground, some of 
the cladding nailed to them to form a rivette, the 
seating supports in place and much of the hard-core 
lifted in to raise the base to the level of the nearby 
track.  In the mean-time the „slashers‟ and „bashers‟ 
were well into their task of clearing the vegetation. 
 

 

 
 
Following an all-too-sumptuous buffet lunch prepared 
by Frances and Joanne we returned to our task.  By 
the end of the day, in spite of some thunder storms 
we had completed the base and the seating and 
raised the cladding to waist high.  The position of 
viewing slits proved a sticking-point while we decided 
what would be the optimal height for them - one 
„vertically-challenged‟ volunteer insisting that the 
proposed positioning would not allow him to use his 
telescope.  He vowed to return on the next volunteer 
day to see that his request for a change had been 
met!  Meanwhile the „s and bs‟ finished their task and 
we returned to the yard just in time to be marooned in 
the barn by the mother of all thunderstorms. 
 
In all this was another successful day‟s work and now 
that the final touches have been added it will be a 
very useful feature for the Northwich Woodlands. 
 

Vernon Lundy    
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Our birds – some thoughts on this year’s breeding season 
 
As this year‟s breeding season comes to an end (there 
are still a few woodpigeons and stock doves with young 
in the nest), it seems a good time to look back at some of 
the highlights. As the following account is based on my 
personal observations, it is far from comprehensive. 
 
Severe winters always affect our bird populations so, 
after the worst winter for many years, it was encouraging 
to see that many species have done well this spring and 
summer. Most notable for me was the blackcap, a small 
migrant warbler that spends its winter on the Continent or 
in North Africa. During the ringing studies carried out at 
Anderton Nature Park and Dairy House Meadows we 
have caught and ringed over 100 blackcaps of which 
90% were birds hatched this year. The sedge warbler is 
another summer migrant that has been present in 
exceptional numbers this summer. Around Haydn‟s Pool 
we usually only have one breeding pair, with others 
found around Neumann‟s Flash. I was surprised, 
therefore, to hear up to 10 singing males near Haydn‟s 
Pool this spring, and then even more surprised to catch 
and ring 9 different birds there in May and August. 
Although we have been ringing there since 2003, this is 
the first time we have ever caught sedge warblers. 
Perhaps it indicates that they had a particularly good 
winter south of the Sahara. 
 
Of our resident birds, the long-tailed tit has had another 
successful breeding season but the species that stands 
out for me is the jay; I can‟t remember the last time I saw 
so many of these colourful corvids flying around the 
parks so I‟m sure they must have had a very productive 
season. While we‟re on the crow family, the raven 
population in our area seems to be expanding. In 
addition to the usual nest in Brunner Mond‟s Winnington 
factory, we also had a pair nesting successfully in Big 
Wood. 
 
Back to Haydn‟s Pool and 2010 saw the first breeding 
record for redshank in Anderton Nature Park, laying 4 
eggs in their nest on the island and fledging at least 2 of 
the resulting chicks. Oystercatchers once again reared 3  
young (within a few yards of the redshank nest), 

although I‟m not sure that any of the 5 lapwing nests 
there managed to fledge any young. For the 3

rd
 year 

running, the black swans hatched some of their huge 
eggs in the nest on the island but this year lost their 
young when they were only a few days old. But even this 
was better than the mute swans, whose nest in the reeds 
was predated before the eggs even hatched 
 
Of the 6 tawny owl nestboxes that we now have in 
Marbury and Anderton, only one played host to the target 

species, most of the others providing homes to the local 
squirrels. In the one “successful” box, a pair raised two 
fluffy young (see picture), which were duly ringed in early 
May. This autumn we have blocked the entrances to the 
boxes until mid-winter in the hope that this will deter the 
squirrels. 
 
We also have 4 barn owl nestboxes in Anderton and 
Dairy House Meadows. Despite several sightings of this 
iconic species, all the nestboxes were occupied by stock 
doves, with at least 2 broods each. We hope to put up 
another couple of boxes, sited away from the trees in the 
hope that stock doves might ignore them and leave them 
for the barn owls. 
 
Alan Garner 

 

Caravan 

 
When the caravan is out in the park on sunny weekends or during the school holidays Elna, Jim and I are sometimes 
asked why we are there, or if we are selling something.  The only things we sell are charcoal and, for a few days in the 
year, there is the Bring and Buy Plant Sale, which raise funds for FoAM.  Everything else is free. We provide maps, 
leaflets and advice for orienteering, walking, cycling, horse riding and bird watching activities. We point people in the 
direction of seasonal attractions such as the wildflower meadows, which brought many admirers from a wide area.  
Organisers of children‟s parties or family barbecues want to know about suitable areas for holding their events and we 
stress the need for safety and protection of the park.  There is also information available about future FoAM and 
Ranger led events. 
 
Most enquiries are about the history of the park and the location of the Hall.  Some of the visitors share their memories 
of the Hall, the prisoners of war, who lived on the park and the US troops, who allegedly destroyed the Ice House.  
Former residents who lived on the park after the war come to show other family members where their houses were. 
Lastly we hand out forms for car parking season tickets, swimming club details and, of course, FoAM membership. 
 
Mary Jeeves 
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Man’s best friend? 
 
Dogs may well be man’s best friend… but people 
often feel that their dog seems to have the upper 
hand in the relationship! 
 
I‟m Mike and I run the Well Heeled Dog Club at 
Marbury Park.  As a dog trainer I spend my time 
helping people develop the know-how and techniques 
needed to develop, and sometimes change, a dog‟s 
behaviour.  Whether you have a strong-willed pedigree 
or a mad-as-a-hatter Heinz 57, learning to see things 
from your dog‟s perspective can make all the 
difference when it comes to developing a happy, 
obedient, sociable and loved canine companion. 
 
Over the next few issues of the FoAM newsletter I‟ll be 
writing articles that deal with the most popular topics 
I‟m asked to advise on: from common behaviour 
problems to general socialisation and training tips.  I 
once, jokingly, told an owner that the reason her dog 
wasn‟t paying attention to her was that he was a 
German shepherd and that she wasn‟t speaking to him 
in German.  She actually thought I was being serious – 
but the truth is that communication is always a two-
way process and we‟ll all find dog training a lot easier 
and more fun by learning to speak a little „dog‟ 
language, rather than expecting them to learn ours! 
 
So, with Bonfire Night fast approaching, here’s a 
training tip that will help your dog cope with 
sudden, loud banging noises. 
 
Our human instinct is often to treat our dogs as if they 
were small humans and to give them physical and 
verbal reassurance, like stroking and soft words. When 
you‟ve learnt a little dog language however, you‟ll 
know that the outcome you‟ll get with this approach will 

be the complete opposite of what you want to achieve. 
Far from being reassured, your dog will be getting the 
message loud and clear that it‟s ok for them to feel 
frightened and nervous and this will reinforce the 
nervous behaviour. It‟s far more effective to: 
 

A. Stand up, acknowledge that you hear the 
sound too (with little head tilts to the side) and 
then take charge of the situation. 

B. Walk into another room and tell your dog to 
follow, turn up the TV or turn on some music to 
help distract him, get out his favourite fetch toy 
and play something stimulating with him. By all 
means let him have the reassurance of 
physical contact but through playful rough-and-
tumble not because of neediness. 

C. When he‟s tiring settle him down in his corner 
with a biscuit, sit close to him and read the 
paper. If he moves be firm, send him back and 
encourage him to settle. 
 

My next article will go into a little more detail about 
how dogs learn and how to achieve successful training 
results. People always tell me how much difference it 
makes to have this insight into dog language - not only 
will this help you to understand why your dog behaves 
in a certain way, it‟ll also help you introduce the 
routines that will encourage more of the behaviour 
you‟d like to see, minimise the bad behaviour and set a 
home routine that works for you and your dog. 
 
For further advice, or information on weekly training 
options please contact: Mike Flannery 
Tel: 07768 980918. email: mike@thedogclub.co.uk 
and website  www.thedogclub.co.uk 
 

 

Final Alert For All Photographers 

 

With the Autumn colours showing in all their glory, if you haven’t already taken your competition photo yet 

there is still time to snap a winning entry! These photos were from the 2008 competition. 

 

               

 

The deadline for entries for FoAM’s  2010 Photographic Competition is 31
st
 December 2010.  A reminder 

that Rules for the Competition can be found on FoAM’s website or picked up at the Rangers’ Cabin. 

 

All entries to the competition will be shown at the Exhibition at Comberbach Memorial Hall on Saturday 5
th
 

March 2011.  Nick Jones, Chief Photographer for Guardian Newspapers, has agreed to help with judging the 

entries.

  

mailto:mike@thedogclub.co.uk
http://www.thedogclub.co.uk/
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Three Men in a Boat 
 
But we didn‟t need to row, because we had STEAM! 
 
WALKIN’ BELLE has a Vosper aluminium hull, made 
in the 1950s.  Into that hull the last owner installed a 
unique beam steam engine, built by David King in 
1996/7.  She has two vertical, non-condensing 
cylinders, 12” x 2.5”, operating twin „walking beams‟ 1 
metre long.  The operating steam pressure is 80 psi. 
She burns (preferably Welsh) coal, and can make 
about 5 knots.  She is very susceptible to side winds 
on her paddle boxes, making her suitable for only 
inland waters. So no cross-Channel work. 
 
After 3 year‟s intermittent work on the hull, we 
launched her on 29

th
 September.  My longstanding 

friends Philip Webb and his son Kevin were my crew; 
and what sound sailors they proved!  We steamed past 
the Anderton lift, dwarfed by its enormous structure, 
and on to Saltersford Locks, where we moored to brew 
tea (in a wonderful device called a „Windermere 
kettle‟).  Then two hours back to Northwich, out onto 
the trailer, and home. 
 
Fishermen smiled, children laughed, and my wife Liz 
watched safely from the bank.  Here are two of her 
photos of a great day‟s steaming. 
 
Howard Bentham 
 

 
 

 
 

Wildflower Meadows 

 
The wildflower meadows that were planted and sown 
by volunteers and Rangers during the gloomy winter 
months have burst into life this summer. 
 

 
 
On August 11

th
, we were joined by Richard Smith from 

WREN, John McClean from Brunner Mond and Helen 
Collins from the Mersey Forest to mark completion of 
the £12,000 project. 
 
Foam was awarded a £10,000 grant from the Landfill 
Communities fund of Waste Recycling Group, run by 
environmental body WREN.  We also had funding from 
Brunner Mond, Anderton with Marbury Parish Council, 
the Mersey Forest, Action Weaver Valley and Cheshire 
West and Chester Council to enable the project to 
proceed. 
 
Richard Smith said “From our perspective projects run 
by volunteers have so much more value for us as 
funders – using contractors would have been so 
expensive.  We‟ve probably done a dozen or so 
wildflower meadows in other places, but these are by 
far the best”. 
 
The meadows have won universal praise from the 
many visitors coming to the park and should provide 
enjoyment for several years to come. 
 
 

Fungal Foray 

 
October 16

th
 saw FoAM joined 

by Fungalpunk Dave of Fungal 
Friends for another successful 
foray. 
 
The sessions held in the 
morning and afternoon 
attracted more than 50 visitors 
who were treated to an 
informative and enjoyable hunt 
through Marbury. 
 
 

 
  



8 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam or www.northwichwoodlands.org.uk 

Change 4 Life - Family Fun Day 

 
FoAM and the Rangers helped CWAC Link organise 
a Family Fun Day at Marbury on Sunday 19

th
 

September.  Despite appalling weather around 600 
visitors turned up on the day. 
 

 
 
There was a lot of interest in the „Love Food Hate 
Waste‟ cookery demonstrations and we caught our 
own Mark leaving Lorraine serving at their „All the 
Goodness‟ van while he gave a demonstration on the 
main stand! 
 
Mayors from Northwich and Chester supported the 
event which CWAC Link plan to repeat next year.  
The rain finally stopped as we were clearing up at the 
end of the afternoon. 

Picnic in the Park 

 
We had a bumper turnout for FoAM‟s Picnic in the 
Park held on Saturday 24

th
 July.  Despite some dark 

looking clouds just before the event, we were blessed 
with a warm and dry evening.  Thanks to our own 
publicity and a small notice in the Northwich 
Guardian, close to 150 people turned up, including 
many new visitors to the park. 
 
This year, FoAM and the Rangers provided the 
barbecues and visitors brought their own food and 
cooked it themselves.  This format worked well and is 
one we plan to use again. 
 

 
 
Our thanks to the Weavils for providing music which 
helped make the evening a great success. 
 
 

********************************************************************************************* 

Healthy Walking 
 
You are invited to join a one hour gentle guided walk 
every Wednesday morning around Northwich 
Woodlands. 
Meet:  10 am, Rangers‟ Cabin, Marbury Country Park 

 
FoAM’s last event of the year 
 
Sunday 12 December 
Christmas Decorations 
 
Prepare for Christmas and create some stunning 
decorations from natural materials gathered in the 
woodlands. 
From 10am – 12pm, Marbury Country Park, 
at the Rangers‟ Cabin. 
For information, please contact: 
Joanne Redley  01606 44728 

 
Your Newsletter 
 
We welcome comments, ideas and articles for 
inclusion in future issues of the newsletter.  Email 
items to Joanne Redley at hillcliffe223@aol.com or 
hand them in at the Rangers‟ Cabin marked for the 
attention of Joanne. 
Items deadline for the Winter issue: 6 January 
Many thanks 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Listed below are events for the first two months of 
2011.  The full programme of FoAM‟s events for 2011 
will appear in the Winter newsletter in January. But, 
in the meantime, it can be found on FoAM‟s website. 
 

Saturday 29th January 
Bird Walk in Big Wood, Marbury Country 
Park 
How many birds can you identify in the park?  Full 
details and checklist on 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam 
Meet:  2.00pm at the Rangers‟ Cabin, Marbury 
Country Park 
Contact:  Vernon Lundy  01606 782627 
 

Saturday 12th February 
Nest Box Making 
An annual FoAM event.  Make and take away a box 
to put up in your garden, as part of National Nest Box 
Week.  No charge, but donations welcome. 
Meet:  10.00 am – 4.00 pm, Marbury Country Park 
Contact:  John Gilbody  01606 882065 
 
 
 

This newsletter is published with support from 
The Mersey Forest 

mailto:hillcliffe223@aol.com
http://www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam

