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Friends of Anderton and Marbury

      

                  

I am delighted that we have been able to take advantage of an offer from The Mersey 
Forest for them to host FoAM web pages on their website.  You will still be able to find 
us on the Northwich Woodlands website but we now have our own pages on 
www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam. 

At the beginning of September, we took our display 
stand to Blakemere, where the Cheshire Barn Owl 
Group held its annual event.  We had quite a lot of 
interest shown in our stand and several visitors will be 
coming to the woodlands to take a look for 
themselves.

Early September also marked the start of a month 
long exhibition of winning and commended entries 
from our 2008 Photographic Competition at Castle 
Park Arts Centre, Frodsham.  Thanks to Ann Bates 
from Action Weaver Valley for sponsoring the 
exhibition and to Jim and Mary Jeeves, Frances 
Findlay, John Gilbody and Dave James for helping 
make the exhibition so successful.  Judging by the 
number of information booklets taken, more than 150 
people passed through the gallery during the month.

We attended the Environment 09 Conference in 
Liverpool on 22 September.  The Unilever Dragonfly 
Awards have recognised some of the many volunteers 
whose efforts have revitalised the rivers and 
watersides of the Northwest.  FoAM were group 
winners of the award in 2007 and were nominated for 
the final award presented by Michael Heseltine.  
Thirteen nominations were made for this final special 
award and FoAM were commended at the conference 
as outstanding and inspirational volunteers.  The 
group came a close runner up to Tom Workman of 
Liverpool sailing club who has tirelessly campaigned 
for over 25 years and who has been instrumental in 
the development of new sailing and community 
facilities on the River Mersey.

After 25 years the Mersey Basin Campaign and Action 
Weaver Valley are drawing to a close and this final 
conference highlighted the successes and the 
environmental challenges that still lie ahead.

We have also been very busy with our projects to 
create three wildflower areas at Marbury and to 
provide an information panel for the sand martin bank 
at Haydn’s Pool.

I hope many of you have now had the chance to take 
a look at the pond dipping stage which was opened on 
24th September.  I would particularly like to thank Ray 
Hartwell for his work on the three benches made from 
timber felled in the woodlands.  They provide the 
finishing touch to a successful project.

We hope to see as many of you as possible at the talk 
on 16th November on FoAM - Past, Present and 
Future.  This will be the final event which celebrates
our 10 th Anniversary Year.

F o A M

10 Years of working in the Northwich Woodlands

The final celebrations of an
exciting 10th Anniversary Year

   From the Chair

Pond Dipping Stage Opening

Alan Redley
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Chris and Dave, assisted by FoAM 
volunteers, provided a stunning banquet 
for the 25 visitors who attended this 
event. Chris took them on a two hour 
walk of the Country Park, explaining its 
features and opportunities for foraging. 
Meanwhile the food was prepared and 
laid out on the picnic tables at the head 
of the Lime Avenue to be tasted and 
savoured.  

     Eel pate
     Crayfish cooked in garlic and butter 
     Nettle Soup

     Rabbit stew
     Trout BBQ in white wine 
     Sauteed Pigeon

     Damson Fool
     Damson and Apple Crumbles
     Haw jelly
     Blackberry water ice
     Summer Pudding

     Autumn Fruits in Mulled Wine
     Elder flower Champagne
     Apple juice pressed to order
     Damson Gin
     Many fruit wines

     Jams, jellies, chutneys

Chris’ final contribution was to find and 
cook a stinkhorn in butter and slice it up 
and offer it to the guests! It was a 
thoroughly enjoyable day, blessed with
warm sunshine.

  Hebridean sheep will be grazing from October through to 
March on Ashton’s Flash.

  Removal of the reeds in front of Hide 2.

  Providing access is safe, encroaching scrub will 
be removed from Neumann’s Flash.  Scrub will also be removed 
from in front of the screen at Hide 1.

  Denser areas of new growth will be 
thinned to allow for stronger growth in remaining specimens.

  During the Summer unwanted non-native 
Swedish whitebeam have been identified by means of a red 
marker spray.  These are threatening to crowd out our native 
species and will be removed and the stumps chemically treated to 
prevent re-growth.

  Removal of selected silver birch 
from along the central bund will continue.  This is to favour the rare 
dingy skipper butterfly, its larval food plant birds-foot trefoil and 
orchids.

  Will be re-treated with environmentally friendly 
preservative.  Hides will require closure to allow for the work and a 
suitable drying period, however, only one hide will be closed at any 
one time.

  Viewing areas, particularly those around Neumann’s 
Flash will be extended to improve vantage points.

This is the title that Fungalpunk Dave gave to the two fungal forays
at Marbury Country Park, on Saturday 10 October. A remarkably 
dry September had not encouraged the emergence of many fungi. 
However Dave’s experience, knowledge and guile helped visitors 
to find an interesting range in both sessions. The morning foray 
took place around the Carriage Drive and in Hopyards Wood, while 
the afternoon foray was largely in Big Wood. A visitor typically 
remarked: 

‘I can’t believe that all these fungi are here and we walk past them 
daily and don’t see them.’

Among the 44 species found on the day were: orange peel, fly 
agaric, dead man’s fingers, candle snuff, purple jelly, jelly ear, deer 
fungus, shaggy ink cap, stinkhorn and dog’s stinkhorn as well as 
the rarer blue legged brownie. 

Dave’s enthusiasm, wit and repartee and a fund of lively fungal 
stories sustained the visitors’ interest throughout the day. He has 
generously agreed to lead FoAM’s Fungal Foray next year.

Food for Free – 10 September, 
Marbury Country Park

The Flashes
Autumn and Winter work schedule – 2009-2010

‘Mushroom Mooching’

Frances Findlay

Fungalpunk Dave with rather battered
Fly agaric

Steph Hefferan

Frances Findlay

Grassland:
Grazing:

Wetland:
Reed-bed cutting:

Scrub removal:

Woodland:
New tree plantations:

Non-native removal:

Glade creation/maintenance:

Infrastructure:
Bird Hides:

View points:



www.merseyforest.org.uk/foam  or www.northwichwoodlands.org.uk

The Sand Martin Bank stage two is now in full swing. The volunteers 
on Wednesday and Thursday are helping to cover the back of the 
bank with soil and bricks which are stored near the car park and so 
need to be transported to Haydn’s Pool. At the moment we have 
access with a tractor as the ground is dry after this fantastic dry 
Autumn.  Tractor and tipping trailer access is saving us enormous 
amounts of wheel barrow work, so I am confident we will finish the 
work by the end of November. We still need to think in a little more 
detail about the exact construction method at the front, ie sand 
bags/wattle hurdles but I am sure a good practical solution will evolve.  

Meanwhile we will have to protect the front from this Winter’s frost so 
we will have to construct a cover, probably using hardboard and an 
old tarpaulin.  Alan Redley and I had a quick look at the old sand 
martin colony at Budworth Mere the other week, just to measure 
existing nest sites. Following this, we may just make one or two small 
adjustments to the bank. As part of the finishing touches Liz has been 
busy constructing perching posts by inserting twigs in strategic places. 
Fingers crossed this will encourage the birds to nest in 2010. 

The information panel is finished and should be with us at the end of 
October.  Many thanks to all involved.  A special mention is due for 
Vernon Lundy and Alan Redley who have worked hard developing the 
panel from the initial outline produced by Paul Hill.  I look forward to 
seeing it in situ at the beginning of the breeding season. 

Turning to other issues on the bird front, the volunteers and I have 
been busy removing the weeds on the Island at Haydn’s pool. This 
has taken a couple of hot sweaty volunteer sessions, but I am sure the 
hard work will be appreciated by the various birds in the Spring. When 
Spring and the birds arrive the clean weed free areas of gravel should 
stimulate them to breed.  I just hope the little r inged plovers read this 
article! 

Meanwhile the Anderton signage project is going well. We have 
commissioned two artists, Tracey and Karen, to develop an attractive 
feature which will help guide visitors to the boat lift.  INEOS Chlor has
donated fifteen thousand pounds towards the project.  Ann Bates
(Action Weaver Valley), Frances Findlay and Joanne Redley (FoAM), 
Emma Knight (Arts Officer Cheshire West and Chester) and I, had a 
look at 30 various proposals and selected Tracey Cartledge and 
Karen Allerton.

As part of the project the artists and I have visited Anderton Nature 
Park with the year six children from Comberbach Primary School, and 
discovered more about the history of the park. British Waterways 
allowed us to take the children on boat trips up and down the river and 
up and down the lift all for free as part of the project. We have also all 
had a free afternoon trip to the Salt Museum where the children met 
Tom and Vanessa, both of whom gave the children brilliant insights
into the history of salt in Cheshire. The children made some fabulous
drawings which they are using as inspiration for the work with Tracey 
and Karen. 

Still lots of other work to do, ie woodland thinning, hedge cutting and 
laying, so got to go!

FoAM volunteers Jim Jeeves and 
Alan Redley managed a project for 
the construction of a pond dipping 
stage at the Ice Pond in conjunction 
with Marbury Ranger, Chris 
Moseley.  Our pond dipping stage 
was opened on Thursday 24th

September by Clr Richard Short 
from Chester West and Chester 
Council, Clr Malcolm Byram, Alan 
and Chris.

What’s happening at Anderton 

Pond Dipping Stage at 
Marbury

Cheers Dave and Blue  

Little ringed plovers please note!

Visit of Comberbach Primary School
Yr 6 to the Salt Museum

Children from Comberbach Pre-
School helping with the opening
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We got a call to move cattle on Dairy House 
Meadows. Peter and Chris tried to coax 14 bullocks to 
the gate, while Steph and 6 volunteers stood by to 
prevent their escape along the track. No amount of 
calling enticed the beasts within 20 yards of the gate. 
Chris called for Pip to tempt their curiosity. I walked 
slowly through the gate with Pip on a short lead. As 
they began to show interest I turned back and hoped 
they would follow. Fortunately they continued to the 
gate and across the track. 

  We got ready to clear ragwort from the meadow 
by the Dragonfly Pond. The heavy rain started and we 
spent the next hour getting soaked from the clouds 
above and the vegetation below. We created a 3 foot 
pile of ragwort in some dense shade and then looked 
forward to a hot shower and dry clothes.

When Dave suggested bagging charcoal, ragwort 
pulling became a more popular activity for most 
volunteers. By lunchtime Jim and I had 17 bags ready 
for sale and his face resembled that of a coal 
merchant; I probably looked similar, judging by 
Diana’s mirth. Alan G, Jim and I volunteered to pull 
ragwort on Ashton’s Flash with Steph. She declared 
break-time at 2.30pm and we took the opportunity to 
straighten up and take a stroll. Butterflies were also 
taking advantage of the sunshine. The cosy 
atmosphere was spoiled by news that No 1 Hide on 
Neumann’s Flash had been vandalised. 

Chris offered Elna and me a choice: a 
bonfire or Himalayan balsam clearance.

It wasn’t a difficult decision. We had 30 bags of 
ragwort to burn. We had plenty of dry material to get 
the fire going, before gradually adding the ragwort. 

Dave, Steph and seven volunteers met up with 
ranger Simon in the car park at Little Budworth. We 
learnt to identify the three varieties of heather: ling, 
bell heather and cross-leaved heath. Bees, wasps, 
hoverflies and butterflies attracted by the scent, flew 
up as we walked through to remove the trees. Simon 
will probably invite us back again to dig out more 
silver birches.

Frances and I walked beside Liz in the van to 
survey the fencing of Marbury’s further field. As we 
neared the first corner the mud began oozing over our 
boots. We then noticed the mud was also oozing 
under the van wheels. We made a token gesture of 
trying to push, but we didn’t relish being sprayed with 
mud. The van was stuck and needed the tractor for a 
tow. We abandoned the van and completed our 
survey. Chris arrived with the tractor to extricate the 
van. 

Chris and Steph had collected 3500 wild 
flower plants, including red campion, cowslip, field 
scabious, yarrow, ox-eye daisy, self-heal, knapweed 
and meadow crane’s-bill from Landlife. Working in 
pairs, one of us dug the hole and the other planted. 
Unfortunately there’s no hint of rain over the next few 
days, but we gave them a soaking whilst still in their 
plastic pots. It will take a few more volunteer days to 
get them all planted. We can look forward to seeing a 
show on the meadow between Marbury’s lime 
avenues next spring.

**************************************************************************

Extracts from Mary’s Journal

Jul 9th

29th

30th

Aug 13th

27th

Sep 9th

16/17th

Bonfire!

Birch clearing at Little Budworth

Beautiful yellow underwing moth also found
at Little Budworth
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The project to create wildflower meadows at Marbury 
Country Park has been in the management plan for 
several years. Students from Sheffield University 
worked on experimental plots six years ago to establish 
the best way of introducing wildflower seed to areas at 
Marbury. Two years ago, Alan Redley of the Friends of 
Anderton and Marbury (FoAM) put the idea on to 
FoAM’s project wish list.  Since then, Alan and I have 
developed the project to create 3 wildflower meadows 
at Marbury to where it is now.   

FoAM have been successful in obtaining a grant of just 
under £10,000 through the Landfill Communities Fund 
of Waste Recycling Group (WRG) administered by the 
Environmental body WREN. This has only been 
achieved through support from the local community.  In 
particular, generous pledges of financial support were 
received from Anderton with Marbury Parish Council, 
Brunner Mond, The Mersey Forest, Action Weaver 
Valley and Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
together with a contribution from FoAM’s own funds. 
Including the grant, pledges of support and volunteer 
labour, the total cost of the project will be just over 
£12,000.  

The project will vastly improve the bio-diversity of the 
grasslands as well as providing wonderfully colourful 
displays throughout the summer for the many visitors to 
the Park.  It will have educational value and the flowers 
will provide a food source for thousands of insects, 
butterflies and moths and an invaluable nectar source 
for the struggling bee population.  This in turn will have 
benefits for many bird and bat species on the site.

The project will also be used by FoAM and the Rangers 
as a training resource for the identification of 
wildflowers and gives potential for community 
involvement in future seed gathering events to harvest 
seed for future planting.

The first stage of the project has just been completed, 
with the planting of 3,500 wildflower pot plants in the 
area between the Lime Avenues at Marbury.

The remaining two areas have been deep ploughed (up 
to a metre deep) ready for seeding using the innovative 
technique of top soil inversion developed by Landlife, 
National Wildflower Centre, who are specialists and 
acknowledged leaders in wildflower meadow creation. 
The exposed low fertility subsoil provides the ideal 
growing medium for wildflowers, free from vigorous 
weed competition. The planting and sowing itself is 
being carried out by FoAM and other volunteers so that 
the meadows can start to be enjoyed by visitors to 
Marbury in the spring.

This project is one of the most ambitious ever 
undertaken at Marbury Country Park and will not only 
provide yet another habitat for wildlife but also a 
colourful display for our visitors to enjoy.

In bright sunshine on Wednesday 7 October, seven 
employees from Brunner Mond joined the Friends of 
Anderton and Marbury (FoAM) and Cheshire West and 
Chester Rangers in the Northwich Woodlands to carry 
out conservation tasks. The event was hosted by 
Action Weaver Valley as part of Mersey Basin Week.

Brunner Mond had supported the FoAM Wildflower 
meadow project at Marbury Country Park and their 
volunteers helped complete the planting of 3,500 
wildflower plants between the Lime Avenues.  

Later in the day, the volunteers, using traditional tools, 
successfully completed some hedge laying in Carey 
Park.

Creation of Wildflower Meadows at 
Marbury Country Park

Volunteers planting the wildflowers

Deep ploughing

Brunner Mond employees helping with the
Wildflower planting

Chris Moseley
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FINAL DIARY DATES FOR 2009            

During the Spring and Summer of this year the Northwich Community 
Woodlands Ecology Society contracted County Aculeate (Bees, Wasps 
and Ants) Recorder Carl Clee to undertake a survey of the bees, wasps 
and ants on Ashton’s Flash.  This involved the setting of a number of 
Malaise Traps on the site, followed by regular checking of the contents to 
see what had been caught.  A Malaise Trap is a bit like an open-ended 
tent made of a fine mesh into which insects fly and are then “guided” 
towards a collecting bottle at one end where they are retained.  Three 
traps were located on Ashton’s to sample the different habitat types on the 
site.

Bees, wasps and ants are an order of insects which have received (other 
than the bumble bees) very little attention on the site, so the information 
gained from the survey has added much to our knowledge of the site with 
76 species identified.  Of these around 50 were new for the site.  Most 
surprising was perhaps the discovery of some species which would have 
been more at home on salt marshes or coastal sand-dunes.  Species 
found included the scarce one of the mining bees and 
the notable spider-hunting wasp .  Of species which 
are perhaps more familiar to readers was the –

, but two close relatives the and 
 were also recorded.  The six regularly occurring 

bumble-bees in Cheshire were all noted, these are the 
and

.

Early in the survey, bees were foraging on the abundant and 
blossom and later foraging was on abundant wild flower species to be 
found on this site.  This was reinforced by the findings that the trap located 
amongst the willow and birch scrub produced the most insects.

FoAM would like to thank the Northwich Woodlands Ecology Society for 
funding the work, to Carl Clee for undertaking the contract and Steph 
Hefferan for her support for the project.

          The Diary Dates of events for FoAM’s programme for 2010 
          will be published in the Winter issue due in January

.  
Email items to Joanne Redley at hillcliffe223@aol.com or hand them in at 
the Rangers’ Cabin marked for the attention of Joanne.
Many thanks

NOVEMBER
Monday 16 FoAM  Past, Present and Future

DECEMBER
Sunday 13th  Christmas Decorations

This presentation will review the past and 
present activities of the Friends of Anderton and 
Marbury and look to expectations for the future.

Wine and cheese will be served after the 
presentation

The venue is Comberbach Memorial Hall
7.15 pm for 7.30 pm start
Booking for this event is essential by 
11 November.
Contacts:  Frances Findlay 01606 44727 or
                 Joanne  Redley  01606 44728

A chance to create some stunning decorations 
from natural materials gathered in the 
woodlands. You are inv ited to bring candles, 
ribbons etc to add to your arrangements.
Meet: 10.00 am – 12.00  at the Rangers’ Cabin, 
Marbury Country  Park
Contact: Joanne Redley 01606 44728

The Trials and Tribulations of a 
Ranger

“I have a ‘special’ task for you”
the Ranger said one day
(It might have been in April
but I think it was in May)
“Just load the charcoal burner”
(we heard a subtle laugh …
Some volunteers move swiftly –
The rest are not so fast)
“We need a demonstration”
we said to Mr James.
(Volunteers are always careful
To use their proper names)
And so he climbed into the vat
to demonstrate the task.
We said “Not b… likely,
we just don’t bend like that.”
Now for the moral of this tale –
when once you light the flame
If you DON’T PUT THE LID BACK ON
There could be trouble Mr James!

Diana

All a Buzz on Anderton

Andrena apicata
Priocnemis schiodtei

Foam Events Programme for 2010

Your Newsletter

The deadline for items for inclusion in the Winter issue is 8 January

, 

Vespula 
vulgaris Vespula rufa 

Vespula germanica

Salix Sorbus 

Paul Hill

common wasp
red wasp German 

wasp
white-tailed, buff-

tailed, large red, common carder, early  common carder bumble-
bees

This Newsletter is published with support from The Mersey Forest
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